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A Very Strange ijan 


He never sleeps on a bed. He falls asleep immediately 
simply by putting his head on the table and sitting down on 
a chair. “On Friday nights he eats absblutely nothing. He buys 
new clothing only on the week before the New Year. Says he 
is too busy to be sick. Has never been ill as far as he can 
remember. Is fifty-eight years old, yet looks just slightly 
over forty. He has no gray hair. Complexion is very ruddy. 
Wears a peculiar kind of shoes that have no aces or buttons. 
Drinks soup by the bowlfuls. Rarely eats American foods. 
Cannot cook a cup of coffee by himself. 

He is an ola man with a youthful appearance. Very stardy 
and strong. Healthy as a new born babe. There is nothing 
queer about his personal appearance. His shoulders are broad 
and straight. Walks like a soldier. 

After all the many strenge things that 1 have heard about 
him, 1 expected to find a maniac suffering from intense 
aberration of the mind. Instead i found him @ completely 
normal person with a little more intelligence than the average 
mane 

The strange things that he does are nothing more than 
unbreakable habits which he has been accustomed to for a long 
period of time. 

"To me + find nothing strange in what 4 do," he expleined. 
"IT used to what people considered as strange. I am quite sure 


that many of the stories you heard about me are a little 
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exaggerated, but the rt ae test I have some strange Peer 
I cannot cook even the simplest mesl. Whenever + want a 
glass of chocolate or coffee, I have to ask someone else to 

do 1t for me. I must always have rice in my meals or i feel 
half starved. it isn't that I do not like other foods, it is 
‘pecause 1 cannot feel full when I eat anything except rice." 

This man is veryeminine in his talk and action. While 
he talks, he gesticulates with his hands which are white and 
smooth like a lily. Wears the strangest kind ee in ae 
able. Buys them at a particular store which alone carries 
them. The shoes are of black leather with a small loop handle 
in the back. They resemble a pair of slippers, only they are 
high, reaching up to the ankle. There are no buttons or laces. 
Very quaint. 

While looking at him there came to my mind an incident 
that I heard about him. It seems that whenever the man washes 
his feet he falls ssleep immediately. If he does not fall or 
move, he will remain in the same position for many hours. : 
During the night he will turn a somersault and quickly wake 
up. No one has Eeroe Tececn this happen, but somehow or the 
other, the story leaked out, and it is accepted as something 
truee 

"I lead a very ordinary life,” he continued. "There is 
nothing in my life that will interest anyone. I have been in 
America for a long time, about thirty years. I have taken only 
one trip back to China during a11 this time. i have worked 
almost continuously ever Be ee ueet here. ily longest 


period of employment was as a eleark in a dry goods store. 
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I have a wife and daughter. Both are dead, and I have lived 
alone these many years. 

"And because I live alone, 1 am able to get along. I 
stopped working at a dry goods store two years ago after ten 
continuous years of employment there. ‘The store went into 
bankruptcy after many unsuccessful attempts to succeed. the 
owner finally sold the entire business to another man. ihe 


new owner hired all new members, and all of the old workers 


were discharged. 


"The former owner of the store had not been paying the 
workers their monthly wages. Business began to dwindle more and 
more. in former years during the Christmas holidays, the 
store was able to sell at least a thousand dollars worth of 
merchandise. During the periofm of the depression, business 
got to be so quiet that the Christmas holidays brought in just 
one fourth of the expected sales. 

"Everyone in the store auffered as a result of the 
depression. ‘he owner was heavily in debt. Hather than lose 
their jobs, many of the workers agreed to accept reduced wages, 
but even this did not help ### to avoid the inevitable failure 
that was to come. 

"When I left the store, 1 had four months of back wages 
still unpaid. It is with regret that 1 left the store. Il 
like my work there very much. 

"Bhe store provided the evening meals for the workers. 
After work, which was always about six, all the workers 


gathered at a dining place for their meals. Every Saturday 
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evening there was a special dinner. This dinner usually 
consisted of chicken, roast duck, bird nest soup, and abalone 
cooked with mushrooms. But all of us either go home to lunch, 
or we eat at a nearby restaurant.” 

This man is afraid of darkness. Beosues of this, he 
lives in a large house with another family. These people 
ee rich, and whenever there is a holiday everyone goes over 
to San Francisco to see the stage shows. If the man returns 
home, he will find the house empty. So he stays down at the 
store and writes letters home to the folks in China. He keeps 
at his writing until one or two in the early dawn, then he 
goes rect for by that time the people in the house will be 

rom 

back #6# he city. nee 

Another strange thing about is that he has never smoked 
a cigarette or cigar in his life. Only rarely does he indulge 
in wine or liquor. He does not take a bath in a tub. Wears 
long woolen union suits. Throws them away when the New Year 
comes and buys new ones. He wears them in Summer or winter. 
Never washes them. Wears them until they wear out, then throws 
them away. das axviat rons eyesight, but always read with a 
maghifying glass. Drinks a great quantity of soup, but gives 
the impression of playing on musical instruments. On rainy 
days he runs across the street, pulling up his trousers legs 
so thet they will not get wet. Loves to talk politics and 
knows the most complete ghost stories imaginable. 

After he was let off from the dry goods store he was 
without a job, but only for a short while. 


“1 did not have to worry very much then," he said. ‘I 


was alone. i had enough saved up to last me for a while anyway. 
i finally got a job in a small grocery store. 1 did not get 
very good wages, but it was enough for one man. Hy job was 
a very easy one. All day long 1 stand behind the counter, 
and whenever a customer comes in, 1 waited on him. 

“It was but a little store in Chinatown. 1t carried 
all varieties of can goods, bread, milk, eggs. But I did not 
have that job very long. The owner had to sell the store 
because he was in necd of money. He had a son who was ill 
for three long years. He spent his entire fortune trying to 
make the boy get well, but it was of no avail. the boy was 
doomed Brom the very beginning. After the boy passed away, 
the father wished to sell the store, but nobody seemed to 
want it. There were many hundred of dollars worth of merehsn- 
dise in the store. The whole asoant of goods was finally 
sold at auction for a mere sum of a hundred dollar; and that 
inelades all scales, counters, one coffee grinder, snd many 

thrar— 

glass cases. The company that bought this certainly had a 
pargain. 

"But the owner of the store was so desperately in need 
of money that even a hundred dollars looked like a great amount 
of eash. He finally had to start at the bottom and work 
himself up again. His dead son caused him over five thousand 

dollars during the long period thst he was Li 

, After he left that small grocery store, this msn was 
unemployed again. But only for a short while. He finally 


got another job sewing buttons on men and women underwear. 
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Evdrything in the store is made to order. reople from 
little towns and cities come out and trade at the store. 
"Sometimes we trust them too much," the man said, "and 
they run away sand do not pay the bills. Or else they pay a 
part of the bill and do not pay the rest. When we send letters 
to them, they do not answer. When we go to see them, they are 
not at home. Sometimes we spend more money trying to collect 
a bill that is less. It only goes to prove that to be suecess- 
ful in business is not easy. If we do not sell on credit 
no customers will buy from us. if we sell on credit, there sre 
many complications. 

"We havd many unpaid bills now, and probably they will 
never be paid. We considered ourselves fortunate if we collect 
more than half of our debts. fie are very careful ,to whom 
we are selling to on credit, and in this way, many unplesant 
circumstances can be avoided." 

Yet despite the carefulness, many of the bills will 
never be paid. For already two of the firms which owes money 
to this store have gone bankrupt. Perhaps the store may be 
lucky enough to get back a small part of the original debt. 

Meanwhile the man goes on, hoping for the best. 

In his spare time he reads continuously, holding his 
magnifying glass close to his eyes. He reads everything in 

a newspaper, from the advertisements to the latest political 
news. And whenever there is anyone to talk to him, he will 
go into a long discussion as to what is wrong with this world, 
and how it can be improve. 


He is always doing something. He never wastes his time. 
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Whenever he Shaves, he carries a whole stack of toilet paper 

in his pocket, and two or three times that day, he will take 

out a plece of paper and rub his Chine He says thet the rubbing 
keeps the whiskers from growing too long. After he shaves 

his chin on Friday evening, he eats nothing. He says he feels 
strange to eat after shaving. 

However, he has a favorite dish ## which he likes very 
much, and this is noodles cooxed with tomatoes. He is extremely 
fond of it. Since this men is a very humorous person, people 
often play jokes on him. Sometimes on Priday after he has 
gone to the barber shop to get his Shave, the owner of the 
gtore will order noodles cooked with tomstoes. When the man 
comes back from the barbér Shop, he will see everyone eating 
tite noodles. Hs mouth will water, but he does not dare to 
ask for some, and everyone knows that he never eats after a 
shave. One Friday after he came pack from a haireut and shave, 
the boss asked him, "Do you want some noodles?" 

The man remained quiet, then said Suddenly, "Well, just 
thks once, but no more." 

And 1 have been told that whenever there is noodles 
cooked with tomatoes served on fridays, this man always says 
the same thing. But if anything else is served, he will say, 
"You know that I never eat on friday evening." 

But when noodles are served, he eats, Friday or no 
Priday. 

He is a great eater. He never eats less than two harge 


bowlfuls of rice. He drinks soups in a large dish. He never 
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seems to have enough of it. 


Whenever children are around him, he begins to tell 
stories, and he will continue to tell them until he cannot 
think of anymore. 

Often thinks of his wife and daughter and feels sad. 
Would like to go back to China, but does not mind staying 
over here indefinitely. 

"hiy wife and Ganehtss are not here, and most of the old 
friends 1 ## knew have passed away. There seems no reason to 
go back except to visit places that 1 once knew." 


I guess as long as he has his noodles with tomatoes, 


he will be content. For he hasn't a worry in the world. 
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A Chinese Family 
(former title-Conflict) 


China is a land where innumerable superstitions dominate 
the great majority of the people, people of all classes of 
society from the poor farmers to the rich landowners who 
believe and follow with extreme reverence strange customs 
and manners which their ancestors had always believe dto be 
beyond human questioning. jie would think that a country like 
China thst has acivilization for so long a time could not be 
@ land where the populace adheres to weird and unbelievable 
customSe 

It is a very bad sign to have the rice pot empty on 
the New Year, for this signifies thet for the coming year 
the rice will not be suffictent, and everyone in the family 
will suffer hunger. One is condemned if he says an offensive 
word in the first day of the New tear. If one has the habit 
of putting his elbows on the table and his hands ander the 
chin that person is doomed to suffer from ill luck. if one 
dreams that he is taking a bath, it is a sign that he is 
going to die. In dremms, everything that comes out with 
trotible is a good sign. When one dreams that he is dying, it 
is a good sign of luck. If one dreams that he is rich, it is 
a sign that he is going to be poor. Everything has an oppostte 
meaning. 

There are still many people who believe in superstitions 


that are much more trivial than the above mentioned oneSe 


They have heard of them for so long that they unconsciously 
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think of them as Puatal Peonethtne that is penerally accépted 
as the truth. Although there are many who have dropped all 
believes in superstition, there are still more who adhere 
to it in one form or another. 

Take the Chinese New Year as an dxample. This is thé 
thme when superstition has its greatest showing, when people 
who usually are not superstitious suddenly develop a strong 
rekationship to old obsolete customs. 

I can still remember a certain New Year that still 
lingers in my memoryw 

The bright color firecrackers are exploding loudly in 
the streets of Chinatown, and the houses and Books are 
brightly decorated with gay red banners on which are written 
words of greetings and luck for the coming year. Small 
children linger in the street, dressed in bright new clothes, 
holding in their hands many packages of firecrackers. The 
Chinese women are brightly robed in silks of red and green, 
and on the ie Shining black hair, there are golden ornaments. 
They wear many golden bracelets on their hands, and golden 
rings on their fingers. Colorful earrings decorate their 
ears. Theatmosphere of the town has a strange and peculiar 
difference. One can actually feel in the sir that there is 
Something happening. The frequent wxplosion of firecrackers 
give the town a distinct Chinese feeling. It is New tear, 
and there is gayness eveyywhere. 

In the homes the mother make home-made dough cakes and 
fancy elaborate puddings. The house is thoroughly cleaned 


and prepared to welcome the year. 
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On a table in the reception room for guests there are 
two large dishes of oranges, arranged in a very attractive 
manner, two dishes of watermelon seeds, and also lichee nuts, 
dried cocoanuts, and many other fancy delicacies. ‘The Chinese 
lilies, usually the double layers variety, lend beauty and 
fragrance to the occasion. In almost every room, red papers 
with slogans and good luck charms bE brushed on them are 
pasted on the walls.’ 

All during the first day, the women either stay home 
to receive guests, or they go out to visit friends, to acquaint 
old friendships that have been englected or lost, and to bring 
to each other a feeling of neighborly affection and good 
feeling. Many enmities are forgotten during the New Year, 
but remembered again after it. 

There sre parties, amusement, and many gay and elsborate 
events that fill en entire week of celebration. All during 
this time, the strictest attention must be paid to customs 
and manner, for during the New Year, people are easily offended . 

rayers 

The women offer Pirie to the Gods, and they burn 
golden papers for ng icy On the seventh day of the Year, 
the Birthday of Men, there is a dragon parade. Whenever 
the dragon ytstse$s visits a home, that home is blessed with 
luck and prosperity for the year. 

A New Year in those days was a period of gayety, celebra- 
tion, and colorful rejoicing. That was “@-scene that the 
spectator saw and felt ten or fifteen years ago. But lately 

in the last few years, a great change has come over the 


Chinese in Americae Even those who follow the old customs 
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with reverence have let loose, so to spesk, and compromise 
with the more modern housewives in celebrating the holiday 
in a much less elaborate way, adhering only to the more import- 
ant old customs, and dropping completely the less important 
ones. 
This steady change has come about gradually, but effectively. 
It is a change that only a Chinese could know. To the outsider, 
nothing has happened that is noticeable. ‘True, there is 
still the shooting of firecrackers, the dragon parade, and 
the custom of giving money to children. It is in the way and 
manner in which these sare done that the change can be detected. 
Years ago no one would ever dare give money away without 
wrapping it in red paper, but today it is a common thing to 
see this very thing done. Today instead of having oranges, 
flowers, and lichee nuts, most people put only a dish of 
watermelon seeds on the table. But the most amazing. thing 
of all is that the majority of the naotie no longer celebrate 
the New Year with Chinese lilies. The flowers that sre used 
now are carnations, roses, snap dragons, and in some cases 
where the poor cannot afford them, paper flowers are substituted. 
The women no longer cover themselves with great quantities 
of jewels, but remain satisfied with only a Single diamond 
ring in their fingers. And there are many who do not take 
the trouble to dress up for the occasion. 
What has brought about this changes Ferhaps itis in- 
evitable in a rapid changing country like America. Perhaps 
it is because the Chinese themselves are getting more modern 


in their point of views. Bat this important fact cannot be 
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denied, and it is that the children have played an important 
part in the change although they may not know it. 

With the exception Wiecmeuratl vote recent marriages, 
the mothers of today came from China, and they were completely 
Chinese as far as manners, customs, and habits were concerned. 
Then as their years in America lengthened, they acquired a 
new outlook, a new approach to the life around them. They 

longer 
no, faund it necessary for them to follow rigidly the old 

rules of yesterday. Added to the fact that their children 
were brought up in this western educatkon, the mothers found 
no reason to make their children secept the customs which 

they probably would not understand. So that today the mother 
is the only one in the family who still retains an atmosphere 
of old China. Although she may have been westernized to a 
certain degree, she cannot completely sever herself definitely 
from all she has learned. 

It is because of this that today in the holidays, the 
celebrations, and the festivals, the old ancient Chinese 
atmosphere is missing. Outwardly everything seems not changed 
at all, but inwardly, the authentic spirit is lacking. 

So it can readily be seen that Chinese women, even though 
they are educated and reared in China, can change over and 
adapt themselves to a more modern way of living. 

The following story is typical of what is happening to 
many Chinese women of todsy. It is a story of a woman who 


changed in manners, action, and clothes. 
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She was the oldest chila In, tank2y of nine children. der 
parents were farmers who worked in the land. She did not 
think before she got married thst she would ever live a life 
of ease and comfort. She was but 2a poor farmer's daughter, 
but she was beautiful and feminine. Her marriage was arranged 
by her parents. Her husband was a rich land owner, and he 
took the wife to the new house which he built for her. She aid 
not have to work, for everything was done by maids and ser- 
vants. She had two personal maids to care for her, who did 

for her 
all the tasks that it was oa tubers tad do the slightest work. 

The husband did not have to work, for he was the owner 
of large acres of land. All the work was done by hired labor. 
The land was leased to the farmers who lived on the farms. 

The man decided what main crop to grow, and the farmers 

had to obey. However, the farmers could grow subsidiary 
crops which he kept for himself. None of the farm laborers 
head to pay any rent. The year's rent was settled at the 
harvest. In good or bad seasons the landlord and the 
tenants shared in the profits or losses. 

But the life of ease and comfort was too easy for the 
wife. Uften she went among the servants and helped them with 
their duties. She helped in the cooking and preparing of 
foods. She aided in the planting of flowers and shrubs 
which surrounded her house in wild profusion. 

Four years after her marriage she was the mother of 
three children, and she spent her time in caring and raising 
them. Always in her heart she wanted to see America, and 


she and her husband decided someday to come over here. 
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She had many friends which she knew living here in 
America. When it was possible for her to come here, she 
left the children with the aunt in her great house, and she 
Came Over with her husband. 

had 

Although she and her husband &##¢ to work when they 
got here, they did not find it difficult after a life of 
ease. 

This woman's impressions of America are quite interesting. 

"As my stay in America lenghtened, + became attached 
to this country. I noticed that the Chinese people over 
here are a little different from the Chinese people of China. 
Almost everyone has their hair bobbed and wearing American 
clothes. They fit in the scene. When i wear my Chinese robes. 
1 feel strangely conspicuous. And as a result I began to 
buy American clothes, and I found them to be more comfortable, 
Now only on holidays and important occasions I wear my long 
TobeSe 

"Phere is one important thing that 1 notice in the 
Chinese children over here. They do not have the manner and 
politeness of children in China. To the Vhinese, manner is 
a most vital thing. Respect for the elders is very import- 
ant. Even if the older person is wrong the younger people 
have to respect him just the same. And it is a disgrace to 
offer tea to anyone with one hand. One has to offer tea with 
both hands while standing up. 

"We Chinese have great respect for the dead. On days 
when we visit the graves, we kowtow before each grave and light 


wax candles and put food on the graves. Sometimes the beggars 
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come around and eat the food while we are away. On days — 

of festivals there are many excitement. Men drink themselves 
drunk. They play games with their hands, a game called 

"chi mew." The loser has to sip a mouthful of wine from a 
glass. 

"Red is the good luck color of the Chinese people. On 
the New Year red is the predominant color, eiraty in clothes, 
decorations, and even in the food itself. 

"I can still remember some odd incddents that occurred 
when I was a child. 1 was eating a piece of chicken which 
somehow got choked in my throat. My mother immediately put 
& bowl of rice on top of my head, and with a pair of chop- 
Sticks, she rattled on the bowl. She said that that ####wonla 
take the choking feeling away. If I do such a thing today, 
it will ridiculous and comical. But in China it is very 
common to do this. 

"The Chinese way of saying hello is, 'Have you eaten rice?! 
But now unconsciously when 4 see someone I say, 'Hello.' It 
is a change that has come so gradually that even 1, myself, 
am not aware of it. 

"Many people wonld think that there is a gulp between 
the Chinese of old Chine and the Chinese who are born here. 
But there isn’t. We are gradually adapting ourselves to 
western life, slowly, but surely. i find that 1 am dropping 
many habits which 1 would never think of dropping while in 
Chine. 1 expect to go back very soon to see my children 


and my home again.” 
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In her home life, both Chinese and English are Spoken. 

She learns to speak English just by listening to others speak 
it. Although her pronounciation is not as clear as she wishes, 
yet she manages to make herself understood by others. 

She frequently goes to the motion picture shows and 
find great enjoyment in them. Almost avery week on Saturday 
She goes over to San Francisco to see the Chinese stage shows. 

If she wishes to go back now, she can afford to, for the 
land which her husband owned in China pays a large amount of 
money to him. Since he has the land, there is no need for 
him to worry about finances. 

The woman remembers how easy life is for her back in 
China where even @ cup of Con is brought before her by her 
maids. Someday very soon she is going back to that life of 
ease and comfort. Meanwhile wh she is absorbing the influence 
of the American life in her mode of living. She is a completely 
changed person compsred to what she was when she first arrived 
in this country. 

To her there is no conflict in her adeption of American 
ways of living. And already she has dropped many of her 


old customs which she used to foliow rigidly. Like many other 


Chinese women, she is a good example of what America is doing 


to change the point of view of the Chinese who come from the 
mother country. | 

When she goes back to China again, she will be a much 
different person from the one who left her country not so 
long ago. Perhaps she will be able to influence the old 


Chinese back there to the rapid changing world. 


iain 


7) a sat 


, 
- bi 
: n } S 
; ‘ . { o eer! my pe 
Ng eee 
“4 
’ 
: - 
a ae hs ah , f ' , 4 
© ‘ ? " ¥ Mi , f 
4 
ae i : 
1s " Y : ; i Z 
z 4 . f { C oe ; ig 
. - = ” i bs 
A 4 p 5 3 ee Re a vip 4 
= 
2 4 . 
; , ) n \ P 
3 ; ; A hk : 
ny ay a ‘ @ ‘ a ‘ ‘ ia Pui Es 
- ° é wh ob - RAY i. ary e} +. : | Py ee ae ame 3 rex. i i) ae 
a oie De a Saotene b£a. 5 
eae ; 4 5 i ¢ ‘ . 
: ‘, : : f " me at | “ q ‘ 
Oe 5 4 ‘ 


The Fortune Telling Fisherman Jon Lee 
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The woodeutter was a very energectic person, and he worked 


very hard from morning till night, and whenever he sees anyone 
wasting his time, he would always say to the person, Time is 
very precious and we should make use of it instead of wasting 


it. the woodeutter had told this to many persons, but never 


had he met a person as stubborn as a certain fisherman . 


The woodcutter cane across him one day, and he saw the 
old fisherman fishine in a small pond, wading his feet in the 
water, paying no attention whatsoever to the hard working wood- 
cutter. 

Why are you wasting your time, doing nothing? the wood- 
cutter greeted the fisherman. 

The fisherman smiled a little and said nothing. 

But you are fishing in the wrong manner, the woodeutter 
told him, the book should be bent in order to catch the fish. 

Still the woodeutter was unable to make the fisherman 
pay anything. Finally he gave-tmap and went on his way. 

And for many days afterwards whenever the woodcutter 
came across the fisherman, he wonld tease him and make fun 
of him. 

On a certain day the fisherman was selling some flour 
on the street when a child approached we and said, I wish to 
buy one cent worth of flour. 

So the fisherman, who really was not a fisherman at all, 
but a merchant, wrapped uo a small parcel of flour and handed 
it to the boy. Just at that moment a group of king's men 
went by dad’ /enovved down everything on tees 


there was nothing that the poor fisherman could do except 
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to go home and tell his wife what had happened. This he dia, 
and when the wife heard this she said, You are always getting 
in trouble. I would advise you to go down to the temple and 

find out what the future holds for you. 

SO the very next day the fisherman went to the tenple, 
and he kneeled down beside an-image and he mumbled strange 
words and he counted his fingers back and forth. 

Here it happened that the woodcutter passed by and he 
saw the fisherman and he said, Well, so it is you again. What 
are you doing this day? 

This time the fisherman answered and said, I am finding 
out what the future nolas in store for me. 

Oh, you are? 

I am. 

Well then, if you are that bright, just Suppose you 
tell my fortune for me. 

| The fisherman smiled and said, All right, if you insist. 

So the fisherman looked at the woodcutter and he said, 
Today a lady is going to give you some food to eat, she is a 
rich woman and she would buy many of yourwood. 

The woodeutter burst out laughine. 

And what kind of a jest is this? 

This is no jest. 

You can't make me believe this, the woodcutter said. 

But this is the truth, the fisherman said. 

I do no believe it. 

But why argue. You go about your work today, ana I am 
sure that tomorrow you would come back here and tell me that I 


am right. 
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S80 the woodcutter bid the fisherman goodbye and he went on 
his way. Soon he came by a house and a lady voice called out, 
Wait a minute there, I wish to buy some wood. 

The woodcatter could hardly believe his ears when he 
heard that, but nevertheless he approached the woman, and he 
Saw that she was rich, and she was dressed in robes of silk, and 
her jewels and rings fairly reek with class and style. 

And how much wood do you desire? the woodcutter asked her. 

Then the rich woman named the amount and gave over an 
abundant amount of money to the woodcutter. The woodcutter was 
about to leave when the rich woman called him again, Would you 
care for something to eat? 

And again the woodcutter was astounded by this. 

Why, I wonld not mind, the woodcutter respbdnded. 

So the rich woman went in and came out with a tray of 
foods, and the Wwoodenutter ate his fill. 

"Well, well, he mumbled, that food sure taste well. Svery- 
thing that the fishermen told me is true. And he wondered and 
wondered to himself. 

That night he told his wife about the wise fisherman and 
how everything prophecized came true. But the wife paid no 
attention whatsoever to himf 

The very next day the woodcutter went to look for the * 
fisherman and he found him near the lake fishing, and the wood- 
cutter said to him, You are right. Everything that you told 
me had hapnened as exactly as you said that they would. 

The pvenetnan flashed his pole into the water. 

How about telling my fortune today? the woodcutter demanded. 


So you believe me now, the fisherman said. 
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Yes, I do now. 

Then the fisherman began to mumble strange sounds and 
he counted his fingers back and forth, and then he said to 
the very attentive woodeutter, Today you sare going to kill a 
man. 

The woodecutter thought that the fisherman was fooling 
him, and he did not quite believe what he heard, and he said, 
I am going to kill a man? 


Yes, the fisherman said. 


But why? 

I do not know, but I know you are going to kill 5 man. 

Then the woodcutter came out of his pondering and he 
went on his way. 

I am going to kill a man, that is impossible, he said to 
himself. 

Then he took up his load of wood and went toward the 
town to sell his wares. 

The woodcutter forgot sbout what the fisherman told him 
as the day wore on, and in the late afternoon he was starting 
for home when suddenly he heard a loud yell behind him, and he 
turned around and discovered that his long bemboo pole had 
punctured into the stomach of one of the king's guard. The 
man was writhinglon the ground and soon be Ske Bele 2 

Now 2 Bade. of spectators gathered around and one of the 
man said, I saw this wood cutter do it. He killed hin. 

And then there was great excitement snd the woodcutter 


was taken before the palace of the king, and the woodcutter 


said, I am a poor man and I have ancold mother at home. I 
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have to take care of her. If you put me in jaii she would 
starve to death. And I have a wife too. 

And the king listened to all this and then he said to 
the woodcutter, I will let you go, provided that you promise 
to come back here and report at regular intervals. If you 
agree to this, then you are free. And the woodcatter said, I 
will promise. I will come back at anytime yoa state. And 
the king said, Then you are free to gO. 80 the woodcutter went 
home that day and told his wife about all that head happened to 
him, and she listened to all that this husband had to say and 
then she said, What are you going to do now? 

There is only one person who could Save me, and that 
person is the fisherman who foretold so many of the things 
that happened to me so accurately. 

Then you must go to him, the wife said. 

That I will do, the woodcutter said. 

Ana then the next day the woodcutter came to see the 
fisherman and he said to him, I have killed a man, bat by 
accident, and the king had told me to report back at the palace 
fron time to time to serve my sentence. Is there anything that 
you could do to help me get rid of it? 

Ana if Iicoula, the fisherman: said, would you be willing 
to call me a eeuuenl # 

I most certainly would do anything that you tell me to 
do, the woodeutter said. And then the fisherman said, Well 
then, you go to plot of land away from you home and dig a 
hole there two or three feet deep, and lie there for seven days 


and seven night? and during that time do not talk to anyone 
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Or see anyone. 

And this is all the instrast iont 

tes, the fisherman said, if you do this then the king 
would not be able to find you again. 

And then the fobdsatter did everything that the fisherman 
told him to do, and he dug a hole two feet deep in a plot of 
land and he lay there for seven days and seven nights. 

During this time the king did not see the woodcutter 
returning to the palace to make his repott. Now this king was 
one who was gifted with supernatural power and he could look 
into the futre and he counted on his fingers and he then Se 
found out that the woodcutter was drown in a hole. 

So he dismissed the matter altogether, until many many 
years later when one of the king's men saw a woodcutter walking 
along the road. He chased after the woodeutter and said, Are 
you not the woodcutter that killed a man long azol 

And the woodeutter said, tes, I am he. 

80 the guard took him before the king, and the king 
recognized him and then he said to him, I thought you were dead. 

I have seaweed on my fingers and found out that you had drown 
in a well. 

But 1 am alive, the fisherman save me, the woodcutter stated. 

And who is this very remarkable fisherman, the king stated. 

He always fished in the lake with a straight hook, the 
woodeutter answered. 

I would like very guch to meet that man, the king said. 

You can always find him near the pond, the woodentter said. 


So the king bid one of his men to go find the fisherman, 
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but none was availabe and he called his son forward and said 
to him, Go to the pond and bring back a certain fisherman who 
is greater than I am. 

And the son went as his father bid, and he reached the 
pond and saw the fisherman sitting on the edge fishing. Now 
this fisherman knew that the king's son was coming, since he 
knew things in advance, and when he saw the king's son coming 
forward he sang out, The big fish would not come, but the small 
one does. . 

And when the king's son heard this, he thoygght that the 
fisherman was making fun of him, but in reality the fisherman 
was referring to the fish in the pond. So the king's son went 
and told his father of what he hearg@,and the king then came in 
person and he found the fisherman and he said to him, I under-. 
stand that you are a great man, and I want you to come to my 
palace. 

I am tired and I cannot walk, the fishermen said. 

But you can ride in my carriage, the king said. 

I will ride in your carriage if you would pull it, the 
fisherman sakd. | 

So the king obédiently did what was told, end after walk- 
ing seventy-cight steps he was tired. And the fisherman said 
to hin, You will still rule the land for seventy-eight years. 

And if T pull you further, would I still rule more saddition- : 
al years! : 

That you cannot do since you have already stopped. 

So the kings pulled the fisherman to the palace and there | 
he conferred s great honor upon him, as being grester than he 


is. And the woodcutter was ¥given @ position in the tesa 
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fhe rich old man of the village was going to ninety-one 
in a few days and many days ahead the rumor Seagal eke town 
that the party was going to be a great and elaborate One, one that 
the town had never seen before. So persistent was the talk that 
the go&’sip came into the ears of a certain robber chief, and he 
planned himself to loot the old man on his day of fete. 

The day of the birth of the ola man dawned bright and clear, 
and from carly dawn the guest began to come and gather at the house. 
By evening the whole house was filled guests. Uutside the robbers 
were massed together in a big group. The robber chief gave instruc- 
tions and he divided the group into two large groups. 

He said to one of his assistants, “+ will take care of the 
group oathhere, and you shall lead the obnewarhy the roof and come 
out with whatever you can find." 

The tke assistant eda the group to the other side of the 
house. the robber chief and his men hid behind the bushes, and 
the darkness of night hid then from view. 

Inside thé party was going along very well, and the noise 
and congraluations filled the air. The robbers managed to creep 
up on the roof without being seen or heard. ‘Then they slowly 
crept down into the hoise and gathered whatever they could. 

Now it happened that one of the guests saw the assistant robber 

but he was a smart man. He did not make any sort of noise, buat 

he gathered together a group of men from the guests and slowly they 
went up to the roof and captured the whole group. They put the 
leader into a Bag and tied him up. 

The time passed by, and the robber chief outside was getting 


to be worried. 4e wondered why his assistant did not come down yet. 
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He waited a little longer, and still the assistant did not 
come out. Soon the robber chief knew that somthing unexpected 
had happened. He instructed his men that they were to carry wood 
close to the hase of the rich man and pour kerosene ever it. This 
they did and soon the whole house was on fire. All of the guests 
from the inside of the house came out of the doorway to see what 
it was all about. The fire was roaring along very rapidly. 
lig anwhile the robbers with the leader had gone in from the back. 
They untied the assistant in the sack and put the old man who 
was celebrating the birthdgy into the bag. 

The whole group of robbers looted the place while the 
others were busily putting out the fire. When the others came 
in they did not notice that anything had bean missing. they 
they all went inside and saw the sack with a figure moving in 
it. Then they discovered that all of the robbers were missing, 
except the one in the sack. 

then everyone including the sons and daughters of the old 
man took up sticks and with them they began to beat the old man. 
Inside the old man began to yelp and cry. 

"This is your father here. Do not beat. Stap! Stop!" 

"Whats You dirty robber! How dare you take advantage of 
us and call yourself as our father. Come on, let's beat him some— 
more." 

So all the men and women took up the stidks and beat the 
person in the sack again and again. 

The old man inside kept on yelling and yelling. But no 
one paid any attention to him. 


Then someone discovered that the old man of ninety-one years 
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of age was missing. The sons snd aughters of the old men were 
very surprised at this. 

"Ah, I Know," one of them said, "he is kidnapped. The 
robbers are going to hold him for money and hase taken him away." 

Then thewhole house was in a furor then, and no one knew 
what to do. Then the guests were so mad that they began to beat 
the robber in the sack more and more. ‘The man inside were moaning 
and moahing, and then even that was gone. 

Afterwards the sack was opened, and thers was the old 
man, black and blue, completely hurt and almost dead. The sons, 
daughters, and friends stsred out at the old man and were unable 


to say anything at all. 
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ThXwas in the evening 1 think, yes, on Friday at half 


past eight, mother was doing nothing tT said to her, 


Tell me a true story, ~ g strange or peculiar, 
anything that would be i nd my mother thought for. 


 @ moment an 


én she said, 1 could tell you a Stery about my 


although it happened 


. & aynen i was aboat eight or nine years old~—_At—thet—time my 
J aa ie 


er, a story that 1 still remember now, 


and he built new ones. There was an old house in the village, 


and ## this house ; fl sage ef-sereas and sickness filled the 
. ly whole interior. None dard to go near this house for fear of 
7 eontracting the filthy disease that was raging inside. ‘the 
us owners of the house had died, and since then the house had been 
left alone with no one living in it ever since. Well, one day, 
i ne my mother said, ay father received notice to wreck the house 
es down, aS some rich people wished to built a new house in the 
aN location. My father had heard about the house, and he was not 


afraid of going into it. But my mother would not let him, for 
she was afraid that my father might contract some deadly germs. 
30 my father fried many eges, mang dozens of them, and when 
Seay wags cere he took them with him to the old house, and 
he covered his nose, and he went in. And what did you suppose 


he didy my mother asked mew What? I question my mother. iy 


aid was to thwow these eggs against the walls, and he threw 


thom all around the four walls. He had heard that germs would 


stick themselves together on the eggs from someone and he decided 


nN ae them a try. ‘hen he came out of the house, and after 


¥ had elapsed, he felt that it was safe to go in then. 


father was a house builder, i e wrecked old houses, 


ae mother said, well, apomothes—ekd, the first thing that my father 


{ 
: 


and - discovered that cobwebs were all around, 


and the whole house smebled like the interior of a erave. ‘then 


‘He went inside, 


my father begsn to take down the beams and the walls, and to 
‘his complete Surprise he discovered, on taking down the beams, 
much gold hidsen in the inside of the beams, and all of the 
pieces of gold were black with age, and a thick layer of dirt 
covered them all. My father was so happy with it all, he began 
to work very fast, and he gathered all the gold pieces and put 
them in a basket and took them home to my mother. When my mother. 
saw them she was afraid to touch them, and she said to me, Do 
not touch them. let your father or grandmother —— 1 forbid 
eu to do it. She said that to me, and there was nothing that 
i could do, so 1 stayed at a distance and wate my brother, my 
father, and my grandmother cleaning the blacken gold pieces 
with some powder. My mother Staged at a distance too, and 
She would not let me go near my father. When the gold pieces 
were cleaned, they were shiny bright, and they glistened in the 
ae W, were all happy, but my poor mother, she was afsaid 
thet everyone who hdd touched the money was going to die. But 
thek days and years passed by, and nothing hapvcened to my father, 
or brother or grandmotl r, and jlother" s heart was eased with 

it all. Well, we had a lot of money, and this money came in 
very handy to us who were poor fhiks. in fact this money gave 
us many things we wee otherwise would not have. 

‘ I finally asked my mother, You mean to tell me that this 


4 is a true story’ My mother said, Of course it is, it really 


haopened to my fathér, and 1 remember the scene of my father 
scrubbing the golden pieces as clearly as iff it happened yes- 


ss teraay. 
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; 11 conld not pelieve it, that such a thing could | 
really happen. You write it, my mother said, and do not worry 
Be shout it. | \ 
So then 1 wrote it exactly as she told it to me, and if 
you do not believe me, then you could come down and see my 
mother and she would tell you the same thing, exactly as she 
Gold it to me. But if you believe me, then all you have to | 
do is to read this story, oa save yourself the trip, for lee, 
is always busy and has he time to see anyone. 

I sometimes wish that my mother’s father could be ten 
today so I could question hin, not that I doubt my mother, but 
; -pecause 1 know he could tell me so much more, for 1 am sure 
oe that my mother had forgotten a great deal of the story, and she 


had only told me the framework. But at least 1 got the story 


and that is the important thing, is it not? 
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iat that rh vhinese. are a strange Bestia? 
ways and custums that are quite startling. And this story 
“happened in Uhina quite long ago in 4 snail village. 

4 BappaRed that at that time there was a big party 
held e the house of an old man, and there wes great exei tment, 
and the celebration lasted for a long time. After the Rt Pye 
the floors were scattered with food and small debris of broken | 
crockery, and the whole house needed a thoraugh cleaning, and 
ay happened that there were two sisters there, and they were 
to help clean the house up. Une of the sister was married, and 
she was the older one. While she was cleaning up the house 
after the party she suddenly fell down and she fell on a piece 
of broken crockery and she killed herself, by cutting herself 
in the neck. | | 

it happened too that her sister was in the kitchen chopping 
meat, and she heard her elder sister calling for help. in her 
<a excitement this sister ran out of the room, with the knife in 
es a her hand. She too fell down and PhoS ti tthae herself. 
z whe two sisters died then, and the husband of the one 
that dae married charged that an attempt had been made to mur- 
der his wife and her sister. He did not believe that the sisters 
died accidentally. After the body of the young wife was brought 
pack tothe husband, the husband put the body in a coffin, and 
he earried the body around the house where she was killed in. 
He did this two end- or three times. In was in this way chat ' e 


Riad. hie revenge. Yor a honse around which a coffin had 


yas Supposed “a be one- of Dee Luck. 
<n heed . ; | x 
e. * enn 


pe wee die. The doctor, who was very understanding, said, “There 
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Tt séems that almost all the true stories that we hsve~ 
"written are aEoat women suffering with eiaasok troubles, and 
again a story about a Patan ss ocach pops up again, welt’ they 
asaally do, don't they? especially when the woman is married, 
and sometimes even hea they aren't married. But that's not ZAw 
point. ie are going to write a true story about a blood tur- 
tle, and how a very clever eoatet as), well, physician is not 
“the word, but a Chinese pulse reaging doctor is more exact. 
Sp a Gates reader doctor it is. | 

Of course this story happened in China, and strange aa? 
it: is, especially the part about the turtle opening his mouth, 
you have to belkeve it anyway, far it is TRUE. And it happened 
to a very close friend of my mother. (Goodness, it seems as 
if my mother is the only one who knows true story, but she 
isn't it gust asceue that 1 just have to stay home and inter- 
view my own family, and get true stories, it is much easier, 
especially if one is lazy like ee! But back to the blood tur- 
tle. 3 | 

Well, this friend began to feel terrible pains in her 
stomach, aad She thought that perhaps she was going to beconie 
a mother. But the years went A no baby came, and the 
woman went to 4a very famous pulse reading doctor, and the 
doctor said, "You are suf ‘ering from a very strange disease. 
In your otaaask there is a blood turtle, and everything that 
yoy eat is absorbed by this blood turte, so you see why you 
are so thin, even though you eat a great deal of foods." 

The woman became afraid, and she thaught she was going 


by, 
ons 
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ae about. ‘There is only one way of saving 
ou, that is to give you a pe powerful poison, and this 
a is fatal to every human being. 1 will have to reek your 
7 and at the yree two moment that the turtle in your stomach 
ee” opens his) mouth for nourishment, #keaen then that is the time 
and the turtle would 
ae all, killing, it, and you would be all right. But 
the timing is very important. If - pour the medicine in too 
early or too late, then you are lost." 
6 The woman to what the doctor said, and she consented to 
what the doctor suggested. 
ia . ‘then the pulse reading doctor prepared the deadly ae 
and after he had done that, he felt the pulse of the woman. 
| ne felt it for a long time, then he sald to the woman calmly, 
"Quickly, swallow the poison,"the woman did what the doctor 
hada ther bea do, and she gulped the whole glassful down. 
the pulse reading doctor continued to feel the pulse, and 
after several minutes had passed by, he said to the woman, "You 
aré all right now. the turtle had swallow’ the poison.’ 
The woman was glad. well, the months passed by, and the 
woman- became slightly sick. then one day the blood curtis 
| Raine out of her, the way an ordinary baby would do, and this 
blood turtle was a big ball of blood, the size of a new born 


and it resembles a turtle in its shape.’ 


- fhe woman slowly began to recover, and soon she was well. 


Well, how was thaty 1 know you don't believe it, bat it's 
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and attractive, washim her clothes in the pond nearby. They all 
gazed upon her with devoted attention. Hach day thereafter the young 
lady came as usual, and each time the four priests continued to 
watch her,qbut as yet the priests were not bold enough to come 
forward and talk with her. Then One day they gathered their o urage 
and came Youtsi de. The young lady who was washing cothes at the pond 
saw them. She went on with her work, and paid no attention at all 
to the priests. Soon they began to talk to her. ‘heir talk was 
mostly of trivial things, the weather, the trees and matter in general. 
Day by day this went on, then the priests began to be moge 
intimate. They told her how bemtiful she was, and how her cys 
were bright like stars. The lady was flattered by 211 these cmmpli- 
ments, but she did not take them seriasly. ‘Soon the priests began 
to flirt with her, and even then the lady did not mind. Before long 
$he priests began to take advantage of this freedom. The lddy decided 
that this could not go on forever. So one day she dressed herself 
up in the most beautiful clothes she could get, and she powdered 
her face, her neck and her hands. She then went to the edge of the 
pond and began to wash them. : 
Now when the priests saw the sudden change in her, they were 
startled. One of them approached her and said, "Why are you all 
dressed up today?" 
The lady looked at him end said, "My husband is out of town, and — 


I want all of you to come and visit ne tonig ht." 


S 


ages 
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A happy look came into the face of the priest and he peamed and 
answered, "I would be glad to come." 

The lady said, "And be certain to bring all your companions too." 

Then the young lady tint sheaka shine her clothes and went home. 
When she got home she said to her girl companion, "Some priests are 
going to come and visit me tonight. I have a plan all worked out 
to tawe care of them." She then amplained in detail what she was 
going to do. “Be sure to remember everything I told you. And have 
the water boiling hot. And knock at the right time," she finished 
off. 

Her girl companion said, "I shall remember everything." 

That night at the expected time there was a knock at the deer! 
The young lddy opened the door, and there were three priests waitin 


there, smiling at her. 
"Come on in," she saigx, "and why is not tha other priest here?" 
"He is i11 and writ not be able to come at this tim,? one 
of the priests explained. ‘So the three priests came in and sat 
down. Soon the lady invited them to go into her room, and 
they all sat sround the bed. Suddenly there was a joud rappim on 
the door. | 
"It is my husvand who is come. Qmick, hide under the bedi" 
So quickly the three priests threw themselves on the floor and hid 
under the bed. The young lady immediately went out to the kit @hen 
and got the water, and with this she killed ths three priests. 
"There you lustful beasts," she said scowingly, “this should 
teach you not to flirt with young ladies." 
But the young lady did not know what to do with the dead bodies. 


She looked outside and saw a poor beggar cmming along the road. She 


called to him, "Do you want to make five silver dollars?" 
} 2 
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The poor beggar could hardly believe his ears, for he had never 
made more than twenty or thrftty cents in an entire week of honest 
labor. 

"What am I to do?" he asked the young ledy. 


iy 
fie young tay went inside, and carried out om of the dead kiux 


bodies and said to the beggar, “If you get rid of this corpse, you 


Will get the five dollsrs." So the beggar carried it away. He came 
upon the pond near the momastery where the lady wabhed fer clothes, 
and he threw the body in. 
Meanwhile the lady took out another corpse and 1444 in on 
the road in front of ner house. When the begzor came back to cbllect 
his money, the young lddy said, "Why do you want to collect your 
money for when you have not even done your work. What is this dead 
wody doing here?" 
The poor beggar was at a loss to understand. "But I did throw 
the body in the pond," he said. 
"You lie, and unless you get rid of this body, I would not 
give you the money," the lady s#ad to him. 
The poor beggar could not do anything but carry the dead body 
away, and this he threw into the pond. When me returned to tl 
house he saw another dead body on the rosd. And again he vashnas 
to carry it away. | | 
On his way back. to get his money the beggar saw 3 priest walking. 


This was the one who was ill and did not go with the other three. 


The beggar saw him and yelled out, "What, you dome up Re T will 


get rid of you this timei" And he grapped tightly at the yelling 
priest, and with a sweeping throw, the beggar dropped the priest into 
the pond. 

"Now, you ean't come up again," the beggar said. 


He went back to the house and got his five silver dollars. 
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he Six Priests 


One day a bald headed priest walked by and he said loudly, 
- "I have money, but no one wants it; I have silver, but no one 
desires it.” And a beautifal lady heard this priest say this 
dsy after day, and it Tinges ee in her mind. One day the lady 
went to her husband and said, }There is a certabhn priest who walked 
“by every doy and he said, "I have money, but no one wants it. I 
heve silver, but no desires it. Whet do ae think he se ant?” 
the wife demanded of her husband. And the husband answered, 
a "Next time when you hear that priest say that, you should answer, 
"I want it, Iwant it. Anda then see what happens." And teking » 
her husbadd advice, the beautiful lady decided to do what she was 
told. 
J ve The next day the priest walked by shouting his familisr 
phrase. The beautiful lady answered loudly, "I want. i want." 
That evening there was = loud knock at the door. The young lady 
operp d the door, and there were five priests standing outside, 
With two large sacks of money. The yoing lady was very surprised 
et this, but she invited them into her room. 

Now before the priests arrived, the wife had had a talk with 
her husband, and he hed said to her, #I will give the impression 
thet 1 am aways nd you shall prepare some very hot wabar on 
the stove. Then I shall «<nock on your door and you shall go 
to the kitchen and get it. ve shall kill the priests and t ake 

away their mongy." 
| And ne the opportunity had arrived, and the yang lady 
was all prepared 40 carry out the prearranged plan. ‘The priests 


began to open the bags of mongy, oe the young, lady was dagzied 


by the glittering coins. 


Great 
er over the Decent a; ee all of Ane hid themselves in 
big wooden chest in the room. ‘The husband came in then, and 
owing the prie stslwere inside the chest, he sat on top of its 
said to bls wife, "There axe much moths in this chest. SY. 


fete kitchen ana came back with @ apne pail of water and pour it 
all eround. the chest, and in this way the five priests were killdd 


ia quickly, but they made no sound Whatsoever. 


ae Quickly the husbend and wife bhought of a way in arieh he 


ast mAs of the de= d bodies. It so haprened that at this momant 


there came along the. road a feeble-minded person, and the sen . : 
ee “stopped him and sald, "DO you want to make two large dollars." ; % 
fhe 8 imple ton could hardly believe his sgeg cers. "And 
i . was. do I do to earn this money," he asked. 
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"Come here," the husband said, and he took out one desd bdgyan 
i and he showed it to the diapivtons "G@gt rid of it for mm, and you fa 


a Ce ee 


shell have the two lerge dollars." So the fecbled ~wind ed man 

fae the body away, and he eame back to ihe house to collect his 

Bomency, , | a 
The husband aka "T eannot pay you. You haveno t gotten : 
‘Sag the ihe yet." : ae og | ye 


a dead body. a 
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he theew ‘the te la st decd body away, the simpleton was 


50 
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odies were carzied ee 


long the road when he saw 3 priest walking serenely 


a ae fra 


this. certain priest was out for a walk enjoying the night: 


41% 


me “She feeble-ninded man yelled out, "What, You again§." 


7 A 


got | hola of this priest ond threw him into the water of a lake 
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“hie 4 t Ame he went oe to the houee, got his two dollers 
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‘ The Miracle lower 


In the olden times long ago, there lived an old woman 
who was very poor, and has the time came for her to die, 
she called her only child, a son, to her death bed, and she 
said unto him, "After 1 die, you must bury me in a cool 
comfortable place. Then when darkness comes, you must come to 
my grave alone, and you must not let anyone see you. On 
too of my grave you will see a small flower. Vluck this flower 
and you must forever keep it in your possession. This miracle 
flower will bring you much luck and fortune, and you must 
always remember that." And saying that, the mother passed away. 
The faithful son wept long and hard at the bedside. 

Then following his mother's instruction, he bartedber, and 
when the night came, he went alone to the grave. There he 
powed a few times before the grave. When he looked down upon 
the grave jhe saw a small flower spring up, and it was a pure 
ana beautiful one. Vlucking the flower, and guarding it care- 
fully, he came home. 

in the days that followed, he thought often of his life, 

and one day he decided that only by going out into the 
world would he be able to get any opportunies. So taking 
possession of the flower, he journeyed into the outer world. 
While on the way, he suddenly came apon a wounded woff on the 
roadside. 

"Ana what could be the matter with you, lying there on the 
road?" the boy demanded. 


he wolf said, "A hunter has hurt my leg. if you would 


ential <a 


7 ee 
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¢ ballet from my mee + shall be most grateful." 
aN The poy means ® the et of the wolf up, and he took out 


the bullet. 


"Log have caved my life, and I shall reward you with one 


of my hair. . 


Whenever you blow on this hair, you will have what- 


ever you wish come grue," the wolf said. ‘The wolf handed the iy 
hair to the boy, and suddenly it disappeared into the distance. : 
ie. The boy hid the hair carefully with the flower, and he continued oe, 


B. wat on his way. After traveling for awhile, he came upon a rosd pane: 
i “ ; ae 
ioe ee which led off into three different directions. He did not | Be 

- know which way to turn,so he took out the flower, and he said oy 


aloud, "My mother, which way shall i journey to seek my for- 
tune?" 

Then the boy laid the flower on the road, and it biew 
into motion. "Come te way,” it spoke out, and it blew 
toward the left side of the road. ‘The boy continued on until 
nightfall, and he stopped beneath a large tree. In front of 
him he saw 9 fox. ‘The fox came slowly up and said, "A ceenhae 
gotten eth ayhaactana is bothering me. Will you take it ; ‘4 
out, so as to save my life?" 

The boy said, "I will do it most gladly." Then he slipped 
his fingers into the ear of the fox, and took the bee out. 

The fox was grateful. "A thousand thanks," it said, “but I 
must reward you well. if you wish to seek fortune in this 


world, you must seek out an old mountain woman and spend 


sei a few days in her cabin. While there, the old woman would 


fo 
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three days, she will reward you with whatever you desire. 


But you,take an old wind hast in back of the stove near the 


A 
wall. ‘This hat is a very precious thing, and whenever you 

put it on your head, you will become invisible to everyone. 

You must remember these instructions, and you will be all right,” 
and ssying that, the fox disappeared into the distance. 

The boy spént the whole night underneath the tree. the 
next day he kept following the moving flower, and thus he went 
on his way. He cont ined for a few leagues when he saw & 
house built of strong iron, and it was then that the flower 
spoke out, “It is time to hide me again. Whenever 1 speak, 
then tt will be time for you to take me out again.” And so 
the boy took the flower’ from the air and hid it away. He 
approached the door of the iron house slowly, and when he 
opened it, he was startled to see a queer looking old Woman 
inside. On seeing the young man, she said, "And why have 
you come here for?" The young man said reverently, "IT wish 
to come here and spend a little time,” and the old woman looked 
at him and said, "I would let you take care of my cow for 
three days. This cow is a very valuable possession of mine, 
and ygu must exercise great care guarding it. If you could 
take care of this cow withoas, anything happendmg to it, 1 would 
reward you with whatever you wish." After she had finishdd 
saying that, the old woman brought forth a cow with golden horns, 
and this she handed over to the young man. ‘Then the boy took 
the cow to pasture. Now tite cow was one of wild nature, and 
made great trouble for the boy, and he was powerless to care 


vw 
for it. ‘Then he suddenly remepered bhepats given to him by 
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ote He quickly Oren on it, and to his surprise there os ORs 
2 ee 


were thousands of ¥5ee0 all sround him. They all surrounded 


ie the cow, and it was sagen ‘in the middle. ihe cow was power- 
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nightfall of the third day, the boy took the cow back to the 


less and go dia not cause anymore trouble. Thus the first 
i: .° day passed away in peace. ‘he second and third day passed | 
calmly, becauses the S were still guarding the cow. At F 
: 


old woman, and when she saw the cow unhermed,° she praised the 
a boy for his ability. 


ae: a "And what @o you wish for your reward," she asked the 


Bi boy, "Do yon wish gold, or would you rather have clothest" 
pe a ‘The bey venembored what ctta teccla neal’ him, and he 
Ps.) oat, “IT would like to have the wind hat that is hanging 
Ber. - on the wall." The ©1d@ woman shook her head, and answered, 
ee "The hat is a very precious possession of a ag and I do 
: not wish to part with it." 

i The boy said, "You have told me that whatever | wish, 
you mei lialvekve ap. I only desire the hat.” 


ur The old woman said again, “If it is anything else, I 


a shall most willingly grant it. But this hat, never." A 
e * Knowing that nothing else could make the woman give up : 
.her hat, the boy quickly ran toward the wall, and put the 
hat on. - immediately he became invisible, The old woman was 
unable to see him. 

| He ran out of the door, and at this moment the flower 
spoke out again, "Take me out." ‘he boy released the flower 


we eM. 


from his grasp, and it blew into the air, "Fallow me, follow 
a a 7 F f ‘pa . 


ey ee 
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: me | 7 
‘S = the vos ran and ran, and soon he came to the ioe of the 


‘ mt ie By this time, he was all tired out, and settled down 


on a piece of rock to rest himself. At this moment the. 


ee flower glided gracefully down, and it spoke out, "Hide me 


away now." The youth then hid both the flower and the hat 


under his cloak. And he settled under a large tree to sleep. 


The night began to darken. In the middle of the night, 


eae the youth was wakened by strange sounds close to him. de 
startled out of his sleep, and he saw a snake-like creature 
Rc fens carrying a ‘little man, ‘ready to devour him. ‘The youth picked 


¥ ap a large fiat avedes and with it, he beat the creature. 


7 


Ee Ls bedame frightened, and then scampered away. 

3 > eie little RS ERY "Pick me up in the 
palms of your eras The boy did as he eae told, and the 
little man bowed once, and said, "You have saved my life, and 

in am very grateful to you. That Saake-i ike cresture is a 

De canceen et will come back and make trouble, let us depart." BY 


ae, The youth said to the little man, “There is no need to be 


iy 


afraid. I have in my possession many valuable things." 


es on, 


=< 


Just as he said that, there came erawling along the 


=e ol 
‘ 


cs 


. ground a thousand snake-like creatures. Immediately the boy as 


oe ee 


fing 


put on the wind hat, and thus he became invisible. Carrying 


*, 


the small man in his hands, he ran down the mountainside. de 


ran until he reached a cave on the hill. ‘The small man spoke 
; Smalling 
up, “This is my home." The youth lay the $S¥ down. The little 


man said, “Come forward and see my home.” 


And so the boy 


The small man opened a door, and they entered . 


te house bailt of wood. Entering snother door, they came — 
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on a house built entirely of tinve: Then into another room 
| that is batlt entirely of silver. Then at last they came 

_ upon a room bullt of gold. In the middle of this room there 


eat an old white-bearded man. Un both sides of him were guards 


all of midget size. 
~The little midget spoke up to the old man, "Last night 
in the mountains an old phantom was about to swallow me when 
this youth save me. That is the reason why I am able to tell 
you all this now." The little king said to the youth, "You 
“have saved the life of one of my subjects, and 1 must thank 
you deeply.” Then the ola king took out a snow white beard, 
ana this ie benaee over to the youth, and he said, "If at any- 
time you need aid for whatever obstacles you might encounter, 
just blow on this beard, and help will come to you.” The 
youth thanked the king for this gift, and he Hid it under 
his cloak. ; 
The young men must sonetnte with his journey, and he 
took leave of the midget king. sefore he left the king gave 
him an earthen vessel which was filled with water. And he 
s@id to the youth, "A few drops of this water on a stone, will 
Pumedfately tare the stone into gold." 3 
ee When tidy dame out to the house of tin, the midget king 
said, ae) shell give you a gun. This gun always shoots straight 
to ceaodase! aan never miss." The youth thanked the king for 


all the valuable gifts given to him. 


Before he left, the little midget wHH## whose life had 


been seved, came up to the youth and said, "Over yonder there 
| | where an old fierce @ragon dwells. ‘This dragon has 
Ore Tea tee cena aig : ; oy Met acs es Se Ee, 
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+ just blow on the beard which was given to you, and I shall 


. captared three human beings. if you come across this dragon, 
come immediately to your ata.” The youth understood, and J 
he took his'leave of the midget. | ; 
_ He continued on his journeye@; and while on the road, 


the flower spoke out again, "Take me out quickly,” and this 


the youth did. he flower flew straight ahead, and the youth 4 
followed right after. He kept following the flower until: 
2s 


nightfall enttt he reached the edge of a greah pond. He seater 
himself on the bank of the ee He noticed three golden 
swans on ae water. ‘he youth reised his gun and simed at the 
smallest of the swans. And he killed it. The other two became 
frightened and flew away. The desd swam seadenie blossomed ; 
forth into a beautiful girl, and she came to the side of the 
youth and said, "Phank you very much for shooting me. I am now 
become a person again." 


? 


The youth did not understand, and he demanded of the 


ick age a 


beautiful girl, "I do not understand." 


thine 


The girl said, "I was originally a daughter of the 
king nearby. Il heals other two sisters were captured ; : 
by the phhntom Brae. and it used its power to change us 
into three golden swans. lf you could change the other swans 
“into human beings again, 1 shall marry you as your wife." 

The youth listened to all this, and he said,"1I shall go 
forward and eeate your two sisters. You wish to come with me 

too." | 
| The girl was very happy, and she followed the youth slong. 


Very soon they came pon the hill where the dragon dwelled. 
ee eae anats: nil ’ ; . 
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And she said, "This is the hill where the dragon lived. 


And DL pagent are in capture inside. in order to capture 


bev, it is necessary to break down this hill. You must break 


/ 


The youth pondered for a long time, and he thought: How 
could one person like me be able to wreck such a mountainous 
ni1ié Then suddenly he remembered what the little man told 
him, and he took out She beard, and gave it one blow. IJmme- 
diately there came into view the midget king anda many little 
men. 

the midget king said, "You call us forth to help you 
wreck this hill, is it not?" The youth nodded. 

The king said, "You do not have to take partin this. 
Just stand at the side and watch us wreck the hill." ‘Then he 
gave forth a signal, and the many men worked like one and 
lifted the Ma ap: They made a big hole on the side of 
the mountain. 0,6 of the cave now there came two golden 
swans, and the youth picked up his gun and shot at them. 
Quickly they changed into two beautiful girls. ‘The three 
bisters were then reunited and they rejoiced gladly. 

Then enthtcon the sky there came forth a terrific sound 
of thunder. A huge fiery dragon swept over the sky, blowing 
fire out of its nostrils and mouth. It shot out its fangs 
ready to devour the boy. ‘The youth aquickly put on his wind 
hat, and thus he became invisible. He raised his gun, and with 
careful aim, he Shek at the body of the dragon. ‘The dragon 
was shattered into powdery fragments, and thus it died. 


At this moment the flower spoke out sgain, "My son, you 


a ote 
Pry. 


~ = 
tere 


Ss tate 
Ne Sea 
= 


eicin lite.) fF must returate my grave now that 


qn 


And saying that, the flower disappeared 


The youth said out into the open air, "So it was the 
Spirit of my mother after all. My mother who has turned into 
_ & flower to help her son in life. 1 am most grateful to 

ee you, mother of mine." 

i Then the youth took the three sisters back to their 


father, and he was overjoyed in seeing his daughters again. 


? 
: And he gave the yougest daughter to the youth for a wife, and f 
: he also gave over half his kingdom to the boys. | + | a 


And so the boy and the girl lived happily ever after. 


ee AT | 


f Pie ' 
rried to an intelligent scholar. Therefore, thé mother went 


many times to the temple, and there she knelt before the image 
sa Goddess, and she said, "Q scholar husband for ny daughter, 
Goddess, and I shall be happy." 
| Now {t happened that the first time the mother went there 
Bat} She prayed out loud, and there was a monk then, and he heard 
k the mother. This ele was hiding under the table, and when 
“ - he heard that,he said, "A monk for your daughter, goodwife, 
for a monk lives to good old age." The mother was startled, eh 
and she thought that it was an answerd from the Goddess. This 
same incident happened for many days, and more and more the 
ae mother was Touladet that the Goddess intends that her daughter 
be married to a monk. | | 
Une day the mother went to the temple ie her usual prayer, 
and there was a monk then, and this monk this time did not 
hide under the table, and when the mother saw him she said, 
"I have never seen you around her?" 
The monk said, "You are a very religious woman, goodwife." 
And then the mother told the monk of what she hesrd the 
Goddess saying that her daughter should marry a monk. 
Ana then the monk said, "And why not let your daughter 
and 1 become man and wife?" 
| And the mother said, "But monk hre not supposed to be 
aS married. They age bachelors, and they live alone." 


rake the monk said, "We can have a quiet wedding, and 


es aay 


In the end the mother sib kat 


jould know ‘ete it." 
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an thas w were key. Mien” whe monk was taking the 
poenry the road when suddenly there were loud musical 
_ Anstroneats coming alo the road. ‘the monk was afraid that 
people were after him, and that people had discovered that he 
haa gotten soe leke a wife. So quickly he took the wife, and put 
her into @ bag, and then hectook this bag, and threw it into 
| the road. | 
3 Now it happened that a famous scholar of the village 
had just came back to the village: and everyone inthe village 
came out to greet this great man back to the town. And this 
was the noise thet the monk heard, and was afraid. And he threw 
the bag into the road, and disappeared into the thick bushes 
eanehe: r08d. | | 
This famous scholar came alone the road, and he saw the 
bag with something inside writhing to and fvo. This scholar 
was afraid that perhaps there was something strange inside, 
and he told one of his companions to open it. When the bag 
was opened a young and peantifal girl walked out, and the scholar 
fell in love with her immediately. ' 
Then the scholar took this beautiful girl home, and he 
made her his wife. 


And so it happened that the daughter did marry a scholar 


after all, and thus were the mother's prayers answered. 
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ane _This story came as a rather big surprise to me, Ce gene 97 


“resembles a true story we wrote quite a long cts i ame a 

z man who was Sick, and who finally got well pecanse of his 
trip down to hell. 

: whis time, it is a fairy tale, and the resemblence is 

guite similiar to the true story. 

Long ago there was an old man, and he had quite an old 
cow, and this cow was old and aged, and it was of no further 
use to the old man, So one day the old man took the cow to 

| town, with the hope that porneos it would bring him Bm some 
money, as there ig who might buy it. | of | 
Un the road to town the 01a man met a teacher, and this 
Ca teacher asked the old man, "And what are you doing with the 
cow?" , : 


The old man said, "I am leading this cow to market 


4g as perhaps 1 might sell it, for the cow is of no further use 3 
‘> to me. ne could be butchered, and his meat would bring in 
j a2 lot of money." | | 7 
The cow heard what the old man said, and tears came 

Be out from its eyes. | } 

‘a . the teacher took pity on the cow and he said.to the 


old man, "Sell the cow to me. i would let the cow live 
is gntil it dies. 1 would never kill it." 
So then the 01d man sold the cow to the teabher, and 


“e ae led 
ys the teacher tead the cow home, and he painted the hoofs of 


stn) 


the cow red, so that it would not be mixed up with some 


other cows. 


‘he teacher took good care of the cow, and the cow lived 


ithe years went we and soon the cow: 


of old 2 age, ‘end the teacher griefed very much. ue 


ao ook great care Furi burying the old cow. And every year 

a during the Festival of the vead, the teacher woald 20 to the 
; | grave of the cow, and there he would weep, and offer foods 
ae ke the dead gow spirit. 7 
Now it came to pass that the old teacher became sick, 
ana day by day he got worse. ‘the ola pulse reading doctor 
came and looked ah him and then said, “It is an act of nature. 
wor he is suffering from an incurable disease." And they 
would go away, shaking their heads. 

Une night the teacher had a terrible bad dream. He 
Areant himself sinking deep into the bowels of the earth. 
Down and down he went until he landed on the very bottom of 
the esrth. there was a big river, and managed to go across 
a it. He wandered around Revecuha there, and he got lost. 

He tried to find back the river, but he cannot locate it. 
The teacher becsme afraid. | 
Jast then a cow with red hoofs stormed out from some- 
where and began chasing the teahher, and he became afraid, 
and he ran and ran. ‘the cow caught caught up with hin. 
reached 
the teacher #tesehed the river, but there was no way. 
of crossing it. dust at that precise moment of moments, the 
ae lowered hte Ste head, and one great push, it threw the 
teacher over to the other bank. 
The teahher then came out of his dream, and he found 


“that his perspiration was dripping all oveythe bed.. 


rev’ Oe dust Wake up from & terrible pad dream. 


2 fn A ae ee 


co “ais old mother said, "What is it that has havpenea?" 2 


“chasea me, 


and now 1 found myself. a, 


"Day by eA i ‘began to get well. Uften in his thoughts 
he saw the cow with the red hoofs in his secede tet wandering 
be Re ea was grateful, and for all that he did to 
the cow when it was alive, he ts now more than fully- Sp ha 
cree had saved his life and the men was elad that he did 
qs 


? : he 
_ not allow the cow's former owner to sell it to another man 


> 


in town. 


e of thes boys became afraid, we he threw a large 


ae thas hurting the leg of the tiger. But the one 


‘ureppea the wound up. 


; Many years had passed by now, and the two small boys 
had grown up to be big people. The one who threw the stone 
at the tiper, had lost his fear of animals, and he had become 
a famous hunter, and he captured animals and sold them to 
people who buy them Sreh him. The one who wrapped up the 
ee wound of the tiger grew up to be a very famous school. teacher. 
One day then the snimal hantes went out into the dense 
forest to capture some animals, for he needed them for his 
animal show which he was planning to take around to the 
different cities. He saw a tiger on the hill far away, 
and he approached toward it then. Now it happened that this 
tiger way the same tiger at which this hunter threw the stone 
as long ago. The tiger was very cunning, and he tried to 
resist capture, but the hunter was more clever than ‘ke was. 
i Shut teor remembered this hunter, and it snarled a loud ; % 
groaning sound at him. But the hunter did nit know that the 
| Dries bene the one he met on the road when he was & child. 


The tiger was captured. And the hunter put it into a 


ae strong bamboo cage, one so strong that he was sure the tiger 


cannot get out of. The hunter took his animal show from town 
to town, and then one day he reached the town where his ; ae 
hood friend lived in. | ae 
was ea 


sees oe ee ee +e the: sbhool teacher noWe 


Pe cident Sone B20. tee 
| zs Well, the school teacher met his o1d4 friend the hunter 
again, and the hunter told him, "I have captured a tiger. I 
aS never Saw such a tiger, so ferocious, so menacing whenever Il 
go near Wim: 1 am afraid someday he might hurt someone." 
30 the school teacher and the hunter went to see the tiger in 
‘his cage, and when the school teacher drew near, the tiger 
—— bécame very qutet. so quiet that it startled the hunter and 
he said then, "I wonder what it is that today the tiger is so 
quiet, Tee acted like this befora.* 
For many days after that the school teacher went to 

the animal show, and again and again when he came near the 
tiger, ii banana very quiet. 

Une day pee put a piece of meat into the tiger's 
Beco Wien suddenly with the lightning of speed, the ti cerQe 
reached ont and got hold of the hunter's hand. ‘The hunter 

gave forth a loud yell, and it hapeeeed that the school teacher 
ae nearby, and he yelled to the tiger, "Stop!" And indeed 
the Aga let go of the hunter's hand. Kiveryone was surprised, 
but the apes of all was the school teacher himself. 


2 
ee 


He yelled ont unintentionally and the tiger had obeyed 


He Was awed. 


hee ins oo 


{ 3) 


I fougd that tha tiger had become fond of you.” 


The Shool teacher accepted the tiger, and it grew 
as tame as a kitten. ‘the teacher let the tiger wander 
the school yard. ‘tthe children grew to be fond of it. 

One day there was an important excursion, and the 
and the teacher, and of course the tiger went along. 

| One of the little boys fell into the water and he 
to drift away. ‘here was no one who knew how to swim, 
the tiger rushed into the water, and pulled the boy to 
the tiger could not swim, and it finally sank into the 


of the pond, but the boy was saved. 


to be 


around 


pupils 


began 
and 
shore. 


bottom 


the body of the tiger was taken up then and buried in 


the school yard. ‘the teachér and children mourned the 


of the faithful animal. 


death 


People cane to hear sbout the school, and about the loving 


tiger. And the parents sent their childfen to the school, 


and soon the teacher had so many pupils, and he made so 


much money that he finally tore down the old building, 


and 


built a good strong school there. And this all came about 


because of the tiger. 


the school teacher had done a kind deed when he was 


ybung. Now the tiger had repaid him. 


Jon Lee rewrite 
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mt A Chinese Tragedy 


There are many reasons why the Chinese come over here to 
America. The predominating one is that they come here to 
work, to make a home for themselves and their children. Others 


are here to study in the great schools and colleges, and there 


are some who are fortunate enough to come here for a pleasure 


trin, to acquaint themselves to this land that is known as 
America. But there are a few who come here, not their own 
will, but through forces unknown to them. Such an one is the 
beautiful girl who came here about eleven years ago and whose 
life is wrecked because of a cruel fate played upon her. 

Her life is wrecked because of lust for money, not on 
her own part, but on the part of her schemers who saw in her 
the means of enriching themselves. 

I saw her many times in the streets of Chinatown, walking 
in her very feminine way, and dressed in the most modern style 
of Chinese clothes. Her skin was as soft as velvet, glowing 
with a fascinating pinkness. Her complexion was creamy white, 
and absolutely flawless as far as the naked eye can see. she 
wore two huge diamond rings, one on each hand. On her ears 
there were large pearl earrings. Around her delicate neck 
was hung a soli necklane. Her wrists were decorated 
with bracelets and a wrist watch. 

Whenever 1 saw her, she had on a different dress. Hven 
though she was a beautiful woman, there was nothing in her 


action or movement to reveal that she was a member of the 


vice racket. 
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In fact, there was a sweet virginity about her that belied 
. her actual person. Here eyes were clear and bright, and she 
possessed a figure that all women might envy. She was of the 
right height, and of sieht pwoportion. Her voice was low 

and well modulated with an interesting masculine timbre. Al- 
though men always stared at her whenever she passed them, she 
did not look at them, but continued to go on her way in a 

very calm manner. 

1 first became acquainted with her when she came to 
the store to visit. At that time she had left the house 
She used to work in, and was married to a rich properous 
business man. Her beauty was so fresh, so delicate, so 
healthful too, that it is hard to believe that she had gone 
through what she did. 

I saw her many times after that first visit, and each 
time 1 became more interested in her as a person. I wanted to 
know more about her, about her life,her childhood. 

Fortunately for me, i found out before it was too late 
that it would never do to question her directly about her 
life. #or her life was one of suffering and bitterness, and 
it would be embarrassing for me to ask her about it, and for 
her to tell me about it. 

Her life story is probably typical of many other Chinese 
girls who were, through unfortunate circumstsnces, brought 
here to America to earn money shrough vice rackets. 

The story had its beginning a little over ten years 
ago. The girl was only sixteen then, living in the city 


in China. Her family was well off, but not rich. Her parents 
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were already thinking of her marriage at that early ake. They 
wanted her to bé married to a young man who had a business 
in America, and who could support her with a reasonable 
amount of conveniences that she was used to. 

it happened at this time that there was a madame who 

was looking for more girls for her house. Business was pros- 

perous and she did not have enough girls to supply the demand 
for them. She finally paid a certain man 8 good amount of 
money, and it was his mission to go back to China to bring 
over some young girl for her. It was his duty to tell the 
girl that he was going to marry her when he reach America, 
but the madame would arrange everything ties that. He would 
get his money, and there would be no obligation on his part. 
He agreed to this proposition. 

He went back and brought a young girl over here. Little 

dia the girl realize the situation she was in. She was only 

conscious of that fact that at last she was to see America. 
She would be married there, and have her home there. And 
the young man who was to be her husband had told her that he 
was taking her to his Godmother. 

The trip across the ocean was like a much too happy 
dream to be real, and the girl expected to wake up at any 
moment to discover that her mind was imagining everything. 
Then as America drew near day by day, she knew definitely 
that it was not a dream, but a reality which she wauld soon 
experience. 

Little did she dream of the hellish torture she was 


sailing into when the post drifted slowly into the Golden 


Gate. Little did she know that somedsy she would return to 
her homeland, disillusioned, tired of life. 

The young man left the girl in the care of the madame, 
and he quickly disappeared. ‘he girl was left alone, and 
day by day she eagerly awaited the return of the young man. 
But he never came back. At last the girl realized what had 
happened to her. She was in a new land, without ang friends 
or relatives, and there was nothing for her to do except to 
comply with the request of the madame. Forced into a life 
she did not like, she went about it the best she could, but 
all the time she was unhappy. 

During the years she was at the house, she made the 
acquaintance of numerable young men, but there was one who 
felt sorry for her. He won her confidence, and she told 
him her story. Realizing how she felt, knowing how much she 
hated to do what she was doing, the young man decided to 
get her out of the troubles she was in. 

He had the old madame put into jail. He searched out 
the young man who brought the girl over here, and had him 
sentenced to five years in gail. 

At this time the young girl went into an institution, 
but while there, she did not have much freedom. But she was 
freed from the dirt and filth which she was accustomed to 
for so long. For the first time she forgot about men com- 
pletely. ‘Then, spending her leisure time in the enclosure 
of the institution, there came igto her mind a deep hatred 
for all men. She looked upon them as savage animals who 


wanted her not for herself, but for her body. All they cared 
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for was pleasure and lust. 

Slowly, but steadily. she made up her mind then thet 
someday she would revenge her bitterness by making men pay 
for what they did to her. She would enjoy herself, buy 
expensive jewels and clothes, but the men were going to pay 
for them. 

And after she had taken money from one man until he had 
no more, she would leave him and get another one. 

While at the institution, the girl learned the Singlish 
language, and she learned how to sew. There were many other 
girls at this place, some here because they were orphans, 
others because they were sent there by their mothers. Bat 
the majority of them were girls who went there voluntarily, 

because they had to escape from some evil, either personal 

or maritial. They stayed there until they are married off 
to some dependable young man, or antil someone promised to 
gare for them and give them a home. 

The young girl was lonely in the institution, and she 
longed to get out of it, and theonly way is to have someone 
marry her. She longed intensely for the outside world once 
more, to see some other side of life which she had never seen 
before. 

As to answer her prayer, there came a young man to the 
institution one dey. He wanted a wife, he said, and he would 
like to look over all eligible girls. The girls lined up 
in the room, and without any hestitation whatsoever, he 
picked this young girl as the one he wanted. After all 


arrangements had been made, he took her into the country to 
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live. Business was ##@PeF prosperous, and money began to pour 
in quickly. 

fhe young wife hsd jewels, money, and all the clothes 
She desired. She spent money extravagantly, and the young 
husband let her do it, for he made enough money to allow 
that. But the inevitable separation came soon. 

After a year and a half of living with the man, the wife 
got tired of him. she hed everthing she wanted, but she 
wanted to conquer still another man, to make other men suffer 
Me aia. The young husbend was surprisingly shocked when he 
learned that/the wife was leaving him. de had treated her with 
all due Seeelaeratina: and he never expected this to happen. 

It is herd to tell whether the wife loved him or note 

She was so bitter against men that she probably did not know 
what love is. 

She left the country and came out to san Francisco alonee 
Here she made the acquaintance of another man. He was rich 
and well to do. ‘The woman knew that she hed discovered the 
right man. She was ell prepared to take him down, to force 
him to lavish all his money and wealth on her. 

Af this time she was slightly over twenty years of age. 
The rich man was over forty. She showed signs of affection 

toward him. Soon the man asked her to marry him. She secretly 
thrilled at her conquest. ‘he first step was won. 

However, before she was free to pe married, the rich 

\ 


man had to pay over the first husband a definitesum of money 


before he could marry her. 
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This marriage proved to be a failure. After the wife 
had taken a great amount of money and jewels from this second 
husband, she left him suddenly. She was alwgys quarreling 
with him. He didn't waht her to stsy out late, but she did. 
Sometimes they quarreled two or three times a day. Finally 
She left him, a rich and Eronter ea woman. 

She was free again, and ready to prey upon another 


wealthy man. She found him soon, an old man of fifty-one 


' which she later married. 


Now during all this time of married life to three different 
men, all wealthy ones, the woman had acquired an immense 
amount of money and jewels. These she kept stridly for herself, 
No one knew outside of herself, how much she possessed. Despite 
the amount of riches she possessed, she was always asking for 
mMOTe. 

Her third husband allowed her a certain amount of momey 
each week. But she was not satisfied with the amognt. She 
wanted much more. She threatened to leave her husband if he 
did not comply withiher wishes. Bitter quarrels raged back 
and forth. Once more the wife had a desire to be free again. 
This time she wanted to go back to the homeland that she left 
ten years ago, to go back to the folks she once knew and had 
now ####% forgotten. She came to America a sweet young eirl, 
and now she was returning a bitter, selfish woman, old in 
spirit and life. 

She wanted to go back as quickly as possible. She did 
not want to go through the proceedings of a divorce because 


of the troubles. 
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When she left America, she sold all her jewals and furni- 
ture to her friends. Possessing only a great amount in cash, 
She left America forever, never to return again. 

In China what she will do, no one knows. Yerhaps she 
will change over and reform. Or perhaps she will go with 
her conquest of rich men. Like La Esmeralda in one of 
Hugo's stories, she too is like a Spider caught in its own 
web, and the web is life itself. But there is a chance that 


the spider may get out of it. 
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We had written about wantons, about gamblers, about women 
who had lost their honor because of men, that the reader would pro- 
bably think that the Chinese are a very bad lot. ‘the reason why 
we wrote about those people is because they interested. so immensely. 

We said that the Chinese came over here to work, to study, 
and some to visit. Others are here for other ressons,. Some are 
here because of unfortunate circumstances. Like the strange story 
which we wrote not so long ago called, "The Strange Women." Not 
only in the lives of the Chinese do such things happen. in every 
country, in every city, in every land, society is faced with problems 
of crime and sex which baffled authorities who tried to make his 
community a save and decent place for the people to live in. 

Another reason why we like to write sbout thts uncommon and 
rather shocking tales, is because they are so uncommon and unheard 
of that they should be of rather great interest to many of us. 

Many times we had written stories told to us by someone else. Al- 
though we are not talking directly to the person we are writing 
about, nevertheless we are able to get a true and correct account of 
the life of the person we are writing about through well informed 
authority. ie do not like to do too much of this but we have a 
weakness for the doing of these things. So we do then. 

This story is sbout a ae pictat ory parallels the story of 
"The Strange Woman" to a certain degree. But there <digreat differences 
between the lives of the two persons. 

Now this woman does not know we are writing this story about 
her. Perhaps it does not matter so very much. She is soing back bo 
China in a few days. Once gone, she can never come back here again. 


So it does not matter even if we wr#te about it. 
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Now I do not know this woman at all. 1 saw her once in awhile 
in Chinatown. She was always with another woman when she went out. 
Now this woman was really beautiful. Skin as soft as velvet, but 
not so thick at least. Her coOmplexion is creamy-pink. Absolutely 
flawless as far as the naked eye is concerned. She was dressed in 
the most modern of Chinese styles. And on her hands she had two 
huge diamond rings. And on her ears sioner two huge pearl earrings. 
She also had a solid gold chain necklace around her delicatese neck. 
And slso she had bracelets and wrist watch. 

One day I was rather surprised to see at our house. She was 
orth the other woman. ‘That other woman knew my mother slightly. 

And that certain any she happened to come over to Oakland and she 
dropped in for a visit. Now none of us in our family knew this 
beautiful woman. Some of us knew her by sight, but not by name. 
just came home that day after seeing "Little Men” at the 
Central theatre. It was raining and the weather was very cold. I 
eame home and found the two women warming themselves around the fire- 
piace talking about this and that. It was about hslf past nine 
and someone suggested that we played mah jong. Since the two women 
are staying overnight in Oakland anyhow, they said that they would 
remain for the game. iow there was not enough for s foursome so 
my mother told me to play. And I did. 

About twelve o'clock we finished and my boother had to accom- 
pany the two ladies to where they were staying, because they were 
afraid of the darkness. 

iow the next week, on a Sunday afternoon she came over too. 

I became interested in her, goodness no, not in that way, but in 


the sense that I wondered what kind of life she led and what kind 
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‘or work she do. Since I was working in this work, 1 thought per- 
haps 4 could get some information and write a story about hers 
Imagine my surprise when 1 was told it would absolutely never do 
to question her about her life. It simply would never do. 

For her life too, was determined by anfortunate éircamatances. 

And the story as told to us is like this; 

"It was ten years ago that this happened. At that time the 
girl was only sixteen years of age. Now at that time in San Fran- 
cisco there was old woman who was running one of those places that 
respectable people do not speak of. She wanted more girls for hhe 
place. 30 She paid a huge amount of moneyyover to a certain young 
man in order that he might help her out. The young man got the 
money. His mission was to go back and bring a girl over here. 

That is, he had to promise to marry the girl. He went back and 

he brought this young girl over here. He brought her to that place. 
He told the girl that that was the place where his god mother lived. 
He left the young girl there and then he ran away into the country. 

"The girl was left alone in the care of the o1d woman. She 
did not know what to do. She was waiting for the young man who 
promised to marry her. Soon as the days went by she knew what had 
happened to her. aye ane very unhappy. But she had no choice. 
she did what was told, but she was very unhappy while doing this 
sort of work. Many young man got to know her very well. Vne of 
them sympathized with her. adknew how she must have suftevess 
Soon the girl came to trust this young man. She told him the 
Story of her life. And the young man felt sad for her. He decided 
to help her get out of the mess. Because he was so very sorry 


for the girl, 
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"The young girl was happy. All the time that she was doing 
this sort of work, inside of her she rebelled against it. The 
sooner: that she get out of this sort of life, the happier she 
would be. 5o the young man had the ofa woman arrested. And the 
young man who brought the girl over here was sentenced to five 
years in jail. 

"The young girl went into a certain institution. A sort of 
a school, but without much freedom in it. Now there was another 
man who Tived in the country who knew this girl. He like her 
very much. He wanted to marry her. 

"While the girl was spending her days in the school she ssid 
to herself.that life was cruel. Unjust. Pitiful. She decided that 
men were just animals, savages. All they cared for were pleasure 
and beauty. And they did not care how they got it. Slowly but 
steadily the young lady formed in her mind that someday somehow 
she would revenge\ and enjoyed herself at the expenses of mene 50 
when the man fvam the country offered to marry her she accepted. 
She did not love him at all. For what is love to her after all 
these years of hell and torture. She would use& all of his money 
make him buy her jewels and diamonds and then she would run away 
from him and get another man. And then she would do the same to him. 
And all the time she would be enjoying herself at their expenses. 

"Before “3 girl could come out of that school the young man 
had to pay a bail. hen the girl came oute She married the man 
from the country. And they moved into the country to live. There 
the man had a good business. And the man made a lot of money. 

"The young lady had jewels, money, and clothes. She just 


spent and spent and the man bonght her whatever she wished. 
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"After a year and a Panera man She got tired of him. 

She wanted to leave him. The man was sshocked. The young lady 

came out to San Francisco alone. ‘the man was frantic. At San 
Francisco the young lady made the acquaintance of another man. This 
man had money, he is what the Americans would esll a "Sugar daddy." 
fhe young lady liked him a lot. At that time she was only a little 
over twenty years of age. ‘he sugar daddy Was well in the forties. 

"She later married this man. Amd that man had to pay over 
to the man in pot contre a big sum of money before he would allow 
the other man to marry his former wife. And as with her former 
husbands she had money; she had jewels; and she had clothes. And 
She stayed away from home till late at night. She stayed over at 
a girl friend's house four times a week. ‘The new husband did not 
like it. ‘They began to have quarrels. Sirst once a week, then 
two or three times a day. Soon nothing can be done and the lady 
left that man. 

"She was out free again and ready to prey upon another man 
with plenty of wealth. she found him soon. This time it was an 
Oakland man. Yes, he too was very wealthy. He was old. lot too 
Old, but he was fifty-one. She married him. And there was a lot 
of troubles gut that was peacefully settled after a great deal of 
difficulty. 

"Now while she was in Vakland, she went over to San Francisco 
very often. And her nusband tees not like it so much. They began 
to quarrel. There was no harmony in the home. During sll this time 
the womsn had accumulated a great amount of jewels and money. 
Whenever she wanted money to spend she always asked the man for it. 


Sven though she had a lot of her own money she did not spend it. 
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"She always asked the man for money. First the man allowed 
her so much a weak. But as the weeks went by she demanded more 
and more. Soon the msn said why she wanted so much she had not 
much expenses since he bought everything for her. The woman threatened 
to leave the man if he did not complyeWith her wishes. So the 
man gave the woman what she wished for a few weeks more. ‘hen 
he realized that that would never do. so he stopped his sllowances 
until. the lady decided to take less. ‘The woman would not. She 
wanted that much and she is going to get it. 

"So they quarelled and quarelled. And then the lady told the 
man to send her back to China because she did not like to live here 
any more. She did not want a divorce because there was too much 
trouble. She had been married so many times. And separated so 
many times. So the man decided to send her back to avoid all the 
bitter guarrels they had been having. Now the lady bought a great 
seal” how and high-priced furniture. Since she was going back she 
gold it all to her frierads at a much lower cost than what she originally 
paid. for them. She sold many of her jewels and rings without letZ£ing 
her husband know anything about it. 

"In China what is going to happen to her no one knows. perhaps 
she would continue with her search for more men to take money away 
from or perhaps she would change over and reform. Wo one knows. 
Meanwhile it is Rone that everything would come out for the best." 

And so here we have another one of those stories which we 
like to write so much about. As we said before, after all this 
writing about unfaithful men and women one would think that most 
Dee gaa levelike vhat. | 


But theyk are not. 
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Perhaps in the near future we will write about the prince and. 
the princess who live happily hereafter. And we will cover the 
story with an abundance of sugar and sweetness. 

At least it will be a eeanue for use For those who are ppri- 
taniecal will like that sort of cream puff stories. Delicate and 
charming. 

But we would rather take strong red meat stuff. Yes sir. 

The story of this woman is rather strange and unusual. Because 
it is only once in a bluemoon that we hear of a Chinese woman who 
married two or three times. In fact it was said that she married 
four times. Very soon in a few days she will sail away from America. 
She will never come back, because she can not. She will go back 
to the land where about eleven years ago she came over here with 
the intention of marrying a young man. ‘ihat thoughts there are in 
her mind, whats sufferingsin her eyes one willrmewer guess. 

She must be rather unhappy after what had happened to her. 

But perhaps after all these long years she had forgotten what un- 
happiness is. Perhaps she is having a lot of fun chasing around from 
one person to another. Perhaps not. 

In China she might change over. But it is doubtfal. 

She is another of the many whose hife is broken and perhsps > 
ruined because of events that happened to her. Not that it was her 


fault at all. Like La Esmeralda in one of Hugo'sistories she 00 


is like{a spider caught in its own web. And the web is life itself. 


But there is a chance that the spider might get out of it. 


An Interview with al Teacher H/ 
— 


i, Perhaps no one is able to speak more accurately of con- 
ditions in China and America than a learned man. And a teacher 
today is considered as a man of knowledge. Therefore I decided 
to interview a teacher in order to learn about conditions in 
China and also in America. 

When I was about elght years old, I started my Chinese 
schooling. I Saiy continued it only for about a year. Then I 
went to another school. I stayed in that sthool where I stayed 
for five years. rere +) this teacher that I went to get an in- 
terview. 

During the time that I was at that school, I managed to 
learn quite a lot in spite of the fact that six years in a 
Chinese is considered as no time at all. 

The school hours are from five in the evening to nine. 
On Saturday the hours are from nine in the morning to noon, 

So that the only time that the teacher has time to talk is 
in the afternoon on week days. 

One afternoon I went to see him. I remembered this tea- 
cher very well as a man who do not like to have people ask him 
too many questions. But I 2380 know that this teacher is very 
well informed in world sffairs, and he is also interested in 
public affairs. I felt sure that {f I could make him under- 
stand, he would be glad to tell me what I wish to know. I was 
not wrong. 

Of course it wesn't until we have talkabout ten min- 
utes that we really got to the talking of conditions in China 


and in America. 


goad 


Rea ray at nS ey aa! Rey ie f 
: econo ze bodzate I 1 ate wom Sige svoe eee sy 
om neat teey ® ‘trode not ya | 


ey 


were ne is oe toow t odd ofoeed s1dd A 1. wernee ont : 


aia, nie Gadd 200% end to of tge al tof nn : . : a 


hha te only on ae bereb lence al. 
OFLA os yatievs ‘oad at oy t ‘hot pts ‘ered fooros eae 


noon ee anisvom ed? nt pain mort ete arsed odd t cabotad “. 


‘ped eldd boredmonos I a 098 of trew I ocaess ond _ 

dd Aue efqoeq eved of exit ton ob onw fuses & us Ifew ter =e 

“wey el sodoase: elie dene gets obke i ond sano leonp vaio 
Al bedeotetn! calc wi on hae atlette Sfzow ab beovetat 
‘etebari mit ealem BLveo E. th dant one ier I -erlatte ol te 


aw T ser ot dete r tat eat het ov tele os: basen oa bau 


oF 


fim nes es sven ow, Etta aw ew th coe ¥ | te 
ze wk “ty ar Pat bes Aw . 


vans at anol? 1ba09 te aabiter ong ed 8 lees ow ett @ 


a 
7 


wy a x 


(2) 


He said,"Generally speaking, Chins is considered a poor 
nation. America is known as a rich nation. That is the main 
difference between the two countries." After a pause he con- 
tinued. "In the small hamlets and villages the people are 
called fortunate if they have two square meals a day. They 
eat rice, salted fish, and greens. On special occasions they 
have chicken, roasted duck, and other rich foods." And smil- 
ing, he added,"And of course, @ man usually driwksa glass of 
wine before each meal if he can afford it. If, not, : the megl 
is followed by a simple glass of tea." 

"yoy have been here for over forty years. You must have 
peen quite young when you came over?" 

"I was going on twenty. Ihave graduated from a private 
school. I finished the junior high schoolhigh school in 
China. Of course at that time they do not teach English in 
the schools. When I came over I did not know a single word 
of Bnglish. Even now I know but a few scant phrases of the 
English language. I did not attend any schoolg in America." 

"How long have you been teaching school?" 

"When I first came over to this country, I worked at 
different jobs. I was dissatisfied with what I was doing. 
Many years passed before I started my teaching career. Ten 
years later I discontinued my teaching and went back to 
China. During this time Ah Yong, student of mime took 
care of my school. " 

"On your last visit to China did you find any?Bing 
changes that impress \ you?" 
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"T noticed that the important cities are much more 
modernized. There are electric lights on ghe streets. Also 
the streets are more clean, therefore, more sanity. In the 
little village where mg folks lived there is no noticeable 
change." 

"What did yop do in China before you came over to 
America?" 

"Most of my time were spent at school. My father is 
not known as a rich man. But we never suffer from poverty. 
I never wowek at any regular job." 

"What kind of education did you receivey at the 
different schools.?" 

"As I said before, the schools at that time taught 
the Chinese lenguage only. They also have mathematics. 

I learned how to use the abacus. I studied the ancient 
Chinesqolassics. The schools at that time stressed the 
importance of the teachings of Confucius and Mencius. 
Physical education was not considered important. To=- 
day it is one of the important subjects in the schools. 
In my school now I do not attempt to teach the children 
the wise sayings of Confucius or Mencius. They do not 
have enough time. In the morning they go to the English 
school and in the evening they come here. Of course, they 
stay here from two to three hours depending on how fast 
or how slow they do their work. And after they go home 
they usually have to do from one to two hours of English 
homework. For this reason I nefer give homework to my 


students." 
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"How do the students over here compare to the students 
back in Chine?" 

"In the first place it is hard to compare the students 
here and the students back there. Back in China all of the 
time is devoted to the Chinese language. Naturally those stu- 
dents have more time to concentrate\ on the subject. The 
students over here have the English school to look after. 
They naturally could not carry as many different subjects 
as the others. What we are doing now at the school here is 
to teach the important things that are required to be 
successful in business life. We do find it necessary to 
teach our students the old classics although some of the 
works we teach here sre handed down from long ago. The 
most important thing that we are teaching our students is 
the art of writing personal and business letters. Most of 
the mothers considered their sons g@ well educated if they 
can read and write a letter." } 

He continued, "Sometimes it seems that so much time 
spent in the English and Chinese school is a little too 
much for the students. They either are slow\¥ in their 
work or they are tired out. We tried to make the work a8 
light as pdassible and yet at the same time not to sacrifice 
any of the good qualities. One every six months we have 
a huge examination? 

"What {8 your main reason for coming over to America?" 

"Phe chief reason for my coming over is to make a living. 


Another reason why I came over is the traveling habit in me. 
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"Another but less important pakeontee chat I have friends 
over here." 

"Do you remember anything about this country that esa “ty 
important in your early days?" 

"I was living in San Francisco at the time of the earth- 
quake. I mamaged to be among those who are fortunate enough 
to save ourselves. Right after the earthquake I came over 
to Oakland with a group of friends. I remembered Lake Merritt 
particularly well. At that time the lake was a filthy place. 
It was just a lake with muddy brown waters. People avoided it 
because of the evil smell that ejected from it. Today Lake 
Merritt is one of the show spots of Oakland.” 

"Do you plan to return to China?” 

"Yes, I do. Everyone of us who came from China always 
have a longing to return to the country someday. We ao not 
know why. It is just a longing that exists in our mihds.. 

I ores been teaching school for a lang time and I haven't 
much time to think about going back to Chins. But I intent 
tal back for another visit soon or perhaps to stay there 
permanently." 

"One of the things that I wish to kmow is what effects 
hawe the recent depression show itself in your school?" 

"Little or no effects at all", he answered. "Students 
did ate the school. And new students came in regularly 
as ghee And as you probably know, this is not, public school, 
but a private one. I teach all of the classes myself. Only 


lately, I employ another man to help me out with my work. 
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"Do you think that if you hed mever eame over, would 
you be doing the same kind of work in Ghina?" 

"Yes, I think that I would be teaching school in 
China. I train myself for that job. My son is over, stadying 
in the university. Of course, he graduated already. iihen he 
went back to China not so long ago, he work on a government 
project. He is an engineer. He is also an architect." 

"DO you mane to make a living in your schodl work?" 

"I do not make much money in my work. But I do make 
enough to paid expenses. My only amusements Ag the stage 
Shows in San Francisco and reading books." 

"Do you go to the cinema much?" 

"For the last ten years I have never entered a 
motion picture theater. My eyes are not as Strong as they 
use to be." 

"What do you think about the childgen born over here 
in America? How do they compare with children born in China?" 
"The most noticeable thing that heppens to children 
that are born over here is the fact that they are not so 
weak as children born in China. They seem to be larger and 
taller. There sre excéptions. Another thing is that they 
are not so Chinese-looking as the others who are born in 
China. It is a little hard to explsin what I mean. But if 

a America\-torn Chinese is placed next to a China-born 
Chinese, you would notice the tremendous difference. And 
the people born over here are not as superstitous as the 


people born over there. When the Chinese first came over 
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here they brought with them all the traditions and mannereé 
of the o1d country. But as their children grew older and 
older, they began to adopt some of the American customs and 


a@rop some of the ancient Chinese customs. I remembered very | 


well my childhood in China. During the new year and other 
important holidays, my mother would be busy with this and 
that. And therelis oone thing she never forget to do and 
{is to light two red wax candles and pat them on the table 
where there is 2180 a boiled chicken snd three cupful of 
rice and also three glass” of wine. And she would then take 
each one of the children and lead them to the table and make 
them bow in front of the candles. And then she would mutter 
such things ss:*Make my boy a smart boy. Make my daughter 8 
good daughter.> And all sort of silly things. Now in Americe wees 
this practice is still carried on by the 014 people. The 
younger generation pays no attention to it. And little by 
little the traditional ceremonies of the olden times are 
forgotten. 

"Another thing that the people do in those days were 
to go to a sort of fortune telling person to have their 
future.told. It hs not like the card reading or the palm 
reading that we see much of in America. Instead it is very 
much different. They would go to ancold woman who makes it 
their living by reading people future. I saw how they do it 
just once. First the old woman took a round box in which 
there a. one huhdred bamboo slits. She took the box and shook 
{t up and down until one of the slits dpop out. On esch one 
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of the bamboo there is a number. The numbers are from one to 

a hundred. If it happens that the slit contains thd number 

one ,all that the person has to do is to look up in the fortune 
telling book and read the first saying. Almost every family y, 


do this once a year. In Oakland, not so long ago there was: | \ 
an old woman who do this sort of work. I do not think that 
she is living now." ; 

"Do you ao anything else besides doing schoolwork?" 

"Teaching is my regular occupation. It takes up my 
time and I do not have much time to do anything else. There 
is one other epnies that I doe eels, any one wish to know | 
a word that Tees as “not know I help biog bat whether etevie ar 
Student immy school or not." 

It was getting dark and I know that soon the students 
would begin coming in. So I ask him,"Since you are a teacher, 
do you give any advice to your students as to what they 
should do?" 

"I have always made it a hawit of mine to tell the 


Se a me 


boys that come to my school to study mechanics, science, 
architect and bridge building. Our country is Poke 
of time that these studies are of real necéssity. We need 
men who could do this sort of work in our country." 

"I won't bother you any longer. I know you don't 
have much time now. Thanks a lot for the information." 

"Before you go I want to give you a book that I re~ | | 
cently bought. I want you to read it. And if yoaYnot under= 
stand it or if anything is not clear just come up and I 
would be glad to @xplain to you." 
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"A1] right, I would be sure to come up when I have times 
I have been talking to a man who really knows what he is 
talking about. I feel as if I have learn a lot about my country 
that I did not know before. 
This man has been in this country for over years. And 
yet during that time he has not been out of the state of 
Galifornia. Almost all of his life has been devoted to teaching. 
There is nothing exciting in his life. He is happily married. 
His wife is sti1iteg tn China. And his old mother is still alive. 
His father has ween dead for many years. His son is now marriéd. 
He is going to econtinueiwith his teaching career. He is in 
good health . He is not worrying about the future. Perhaps 
ten years from now he would still be teaching school. And 
when the time draws near that he thinks he should go back 
to his homeland, he would depart from this country and his 


life long desire would be fulfilled. 
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, An Interview With a Teacher 
Perhaps no one is able to speak more accurately of conditions 
in China and America than a learned man. And a teacher today is 

considered as a man of knowledge. Therefore I decided to interview 


a teacher in order’'to learn about conditions in China and also | 
America. ; ah ie Pi 


When I was about eight years old, I started my Chinese school- 
ing. J continued it only for about a year. Then I went to another 
school. I stayed in that school where I stayed for five years. It 
was to this teacher that I went to get an interview. 


During the time that I was at that school, 1 managed to be 
jearn quite a lot in spite of the fact that six years in a Chinese 
school is considered as no time at all. 


The school hours are from five in the evening to nine. On 
Saturday the hours are from nine in the morning to noon. So that 
the only time that the teacher has time to talk is in the afternoon if 
on week days. | 


ee ee a ey ew oe ee 


One afternoon 1 went to see him. I remembered this teacher 
very well as a man who do not like to have people ask him too many 
questions. But I also knew that this teacher is very well informed 
in world affairs, and he is also interested in public affairs. I i 
felt sure that if I could make him understand, he would be glad to I 
tell me what I wish to know. I was not wrong. iat 


Of course it wasn't until we have talked about ten minutes 
that we really got to the talking of conditions in China and in Ameri- 4 
Gas ‘ 


He said, "generally speaking, China is considered a ppor 
nation. America is known as a rich nation. That is the main dif- 
ference between the two countries." After a pause he continued. 

"In the small hamlets and villages the people are called fortunate 
if they have two square meals a day. They eat rice, salted fish, 
and greens. On special occasions they have chicken, roasted duck, 
and other rich foods." And smiling, he added,"And of course, 2 

man usually drinks a glass of wine before each mean if he can afford 
it. if not, the meal is followed by a simple glass of tea." 


| 
"You have been here for over forty years. You must have He 
been quite young when you came over?" 


"I was going on twenty, I have graduated from & private 
school. Jt finished the junior high school and high school in 
China. Of course, at that time they do not teach English in |i 
the Schools. When I came over I did not know a single word of 
English. Even now, I know but a few scant phrases of the English ae 
language. I did not attend any school in America.” hi 


_-—-—s "How long have you been teaching school!" 
ST 
Ul 


ey: "When I first came over to this country, 1 worked at differ- 
_¢nt- jobs. Iwas dissatisfied with what I was doing. Many years 


I start ed my . teaching career. ei years wie 
ae eaching and went back to China. During this time 
eons) of mine took care of my school. n 


Yon your last Biets. to China did you. find any changes that 
‘you 


"I noticed that the Hane badt cities are much more modernized. 
There are elctric lights on the streets. Also the streets are more 
Clean, therefore, more sanitary. In the little village where my 
«folks lived, ers is no noticieable change.’ 


"What aid you do in China before you came over to America? 


"Most of my time was spent in school. My father is not known 
as a rich man. ut we never suffer from poverty. I never work at 
any regular sO. 
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en "what kind of education did you receive at the different 
vee schoolsi" 


es, "As Is aid before, the sbhools at tmt time taught the 
Chinese language only. They also have mathematics. I learned how 
to use the abacus. I studied the ancient Chinese classics. The 
schools at that time stressed the importance of the teachings of 

Confucious and Mencius. Physical education was not considered im- 
portant. Today it is one of the important subjects in the schools. 
oon my school now I do not attemot to teach the children the wise 

_ sayings of Confucious or Mencious. They do not have enough time. 
in the morning they go to the English school and in the evening they 
~~ come ‘here. Of oucrse, they stay here from two to three hours de- 
_ * pending on how fast or how slow they do their work. And after they 
_ go homre they usually have to do from one to two hours od English 
homework. For this reason I never give homework to my students.” 


"How do the students over here compare to the students back 
in China?” 


"In the first place it is hard to compare the students here 
and the students back there. Back in China all of the time is de- 
voted to the Chinese language. Naturally, those students have more 
time to concentrate on the subject. The students over here have 
_ the English school to look after. They naturally could not carry 
as many different subjects as the others. What we are doing now 
at the school here is to teach the important things that are required 
_ to be successful in business life. We do not find it necessary to 
i teach our students the old classics alghough some of the works we 
bi teach here are handed down from long ago. The most important thing 
that we are teaching our students is the art of writing personal 
7 ad business letters. Most of the mothers considered their sons well 
educated if they can read and write a letter. 


He continued, "Sometimes it seems that’ so much time spent in 
» English and Chinese school is a little too much for the students. 
ther are slow in their work or they are tired out. We tried 
. work as light as possible and yet at the same time not 
ly of the good Taek epee One every six months we 
kamens ition*, ited : ay 
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P ohtet. reason Pee ‘my coming over is to make a Fete 
e eason why I came wer is the traveling habit in me. 


) ae ye but less. mer kack reason is that I have friends 
_ over here." 


"Do you remeber any thing about this country that was im- 
portant in your early days? 


"T was living in San Francisco at the time of the earthquake. 
I managed to be among those whovare fortunate enough to save our- 
ie selves. Right after the earthquake I came over to Oakland with a 

ss group of friends. I remebered Lake Merritt particularly well. At © 
-that time the lake was a filthy place. It was just a lake with muddy 
brown waters. People avoided it because of the evil smell that ejec- 
ree from it. Today Lake Merris is one of the show spots of Oaklamd.” 


"Do you plant to return to China? 


hi "Yes, Ido. Everyone of us who came from China always have 
a longing to return to the country someday. We do not know why. It 
is just a longing that exists in our minds. I have been teaching 
school for a long time and I haven't much time to think about going 
back to China. But I intend to go. back for amther visit soon or 
perhaps to stay there permanently." 


"One of iia things that I wish t® know is what effects have 
the recent depression (shqw itself in)your school?" 


wee e or no effects at all, he answered. "Students did 
not ts fro he school. And new students came in regularly as 
Bae And as you probably know, this is not a public school, 
but.a private one. [[g)teach all of the classes myself. Only 
lately, TYemploy) another man to help me out with my work." 

Yrawe lard) std. 
"Do you think that if you had never come over, [would aes 
- doing the same kind of work in China? 


a 


"Yea, I think that I would be teaching school in China. I 
train myself for that job... My son is over here studying in the 
University. Of course, hevgraduated already. When he went back 
to Uhina not so long ago, he worked on a government project. He 
as an engineer. He is also anarchitct, . . 


"Do you manage to make-a living in your school work?" 


"I do not make much money in my work. But EK do make enough 
to pay expenses. My only amusements are the stage shows in San 
"Francisco and reading books." 


"Do you go to the cinema much?" ce ie 
ice, or the last Sek sears I have never entered a motion 
iin My eyes are not strong as they used to be. 
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at do you think about the children born over he in 
How do they compare with children born in China? | 


ie he are & v 
f eee 
What 


ae "Te most noticeable thing that happens to children that 

. Wie born over here is the fact that they are not so weak as thild- 

‘pen born in China. They seem to be larger and taller. There are 

exceptions e“Knother thing is that they are not so Chinese-looking 

as the others who are born in China. It is a little hard to explain 
what I mean. But if an American-born Chinese is placed next to a 
China-born Chinese, you would notice the tremedous difference. And 
the people born over here are not as superstitious as the people 


born over there. When the Chinese first came over here they brought 


4 


with them all the traditions and manners of the old country. But 
as their children grew older and older, they began to adopt some of 
the American customs and drops some of the anciefa Chinese customs. 
Ll remebered very well my childhood in China. During the new year 
and other important holidays, my mother would be busy with this and 
that. And there Si one thing she never forgot to do and that is to. 
light two red wax canndles and put them onbthe table where there [is) 
also a boiled chicken and three cupfulsof rice and also three glasses 
of wine. And she would then take each one of the children and lead 
them to thetable and make them bow in front of the candles. And then 
she would mutter such things as; 'make my boy a smart boy. Make my 
daughter a good daughter.' and all sort of silly things. Now in | 
America this practice is still carried on by the old people. The | 
younger generation pays no attention to it. And little by little 
the traditional ceremonies of the olden times are forgotten. 
"Another thing that the people do in those days were to go 
to a sort of fortune telling person to have their future told. It 
' is not like the card reading or the palm npading that we see much of 
in America. [nstead it is y much different. They would go to 
an old woman who makes + Eherm living by reading peoples future. I 
saw how theygdo it just once. First theo woman took a round box 
on which there are one hundred iaabevin hates She took the box and 
shook it up and down until one of the slits drop out. On each one of 
the baboo there is a number. The numbers are from one to a hundred. 
If it happens that the slit contains the number one, all that the 
person has to do is to llok up in the fortune telling book and read 
the first saying. Almost every family do this once a year. In Sak- 
land, not so long ago there was an old woman who did this sort of work. 
I do not think that she is living now.” 


"Do you do anything else besides doing school work? 


"Teaching is my regular occupation. It takes up my time 
and I do not have much time to do anything else. There is one 
other thing that 1 do. Whenever anyone whsh to know a work that 
he Nicky not know I help him out whether he is a student in my school 
or not, 


jor 


Ba. It was getting dark and I know that soon the students would 
begin coming in, so I asked him, "Since you are a teacher, do you 
give any advice to your students as to what they should do? 


Aig. WPT have always made it a habit of mine to tell the boys 
| that come to my school to study mechanics, science, architcture, 
and bridge building. Our country is so far back of time that these 
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RT iy sh a ol WAS 
her you any longer. J know you don't have much 
a lot for the information.” 


Mig int ie 
3 ne tae Saeed e 6 I want to give you a book that I recently | a 
bought. Ivy you to read it and if you do not understand it or | 

P anything not clear just come up and I would be glad to explain | ; 


eye. mF 
"Al1 ‘ht, I would be sure to come up when I have time." 4 

, _.. I haveen talking to a man who really knows what he is ba 
talking abou I feel as if I have learned a lot about my country ia 


| eee net I did 1 know before. 

ay Thisn has been in this country for over fourty years. 

_ And yet dur: that tim he has not been out of the state of 

_ California, lmost all of his life has been devoted to teabhing. 
ahere is nong exciting in his life. He is happily married. 

His wife is ill living in China. And his old mother is still alive. 


vj ‘His father | been dead for many years. His sm is now married. He f 
: ee as tomtinue with his teaching career. He is in good health. 

He is not weying about the future. Ferhpas ten years from now hes Sima } 
) would gs illi,teaching school. And when the time draws near t at ia 
i onl thi s habla go back to his homeland, he would depart fpom | 
_ this countrand his life long desire woihld be fulfilled. 


or the Deaé § Jon lee 
ae et Oakland 


‘Either the Chinese don't care or else they are simply 
“ignorant of the history of China. ‘Time and time again when 
Ma ask with infantile curiosity, "Can you tell as some thing 
about the holidays?" we alweys get the answer, "Well, I can't 
tell you very much." They'&l say something about this end 
that and that's all they can say. | 
"You have to go to théee old people to get. anything," 
they'1l say. So in a desperate attempt to educate eyeelt, 
I finally went to the old Chinese teacher with the hope that 
perhaps he ee el me something. I must admit that More or 
less the talk was quite disappointing, as I hardly had a chance 
to talk at all. 
0 on a certain day t humbly reng his denenely. and for- 
tunately he was at home. 
"Are you very busy?" I said to him. 
"No, tigi de ean I do for you?" 
so I hestily explained to hin that I wished to know 
Something abou the holidays of my own country, and find ont 
the difference | ‘between the celebrations in the old country 
and, over here. “Ghe first thing that he did was to go to. ‘the 
rae eloset and ecad, out three volumes of thick books, which were 
i } thickly covered with dust and cobwebs. ; 
ib "I've forgotten some of the dates myself," he said, and 
y | ae he began to turnethe pages, oqilnting hie near-sighted pres. 
Ps ii "Americans are very particular ‘about dates," he continued, "and 


oe é if. they ask you to -hpcsoapae oan ei where you will be if you cannot 


ad them." 
i sat aown on a stool, waiting for him. After mee 
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fifteen minutes, fifteen long minutes in which the teacher 2- 


eyes romped here and there, he finally went back to his seat 
and picked up his brush and wrote down a series of dates. 

He mentioned something about the year, 2,205, the year, 1911 
and many things with the old calandar and the ata. T told him 
that I did not wish to know about dates, but about customs and 
traditions, but he paid no attention to me. Then some more 
looking into the books, and some more writing, and sfter an 
hour and a half he gave me a piece of paper which contained 


geome dates, anda little explanation af the holidays. He didn't 


have anymore time, so I finally left him, deciding to take a 


course on Sinstein'’s Theory of Crete after the confused 
explanations of dates and calendars. 

All I got was a piece of paper anda few daées, and a 
sentence or two telling about them. That was not enough to 
write about, so I began to ask everyone who would listen to 
me ant reli me something. And finally after some information 
here and a little there, I got anécek a write Something about 
the Festival for the Dead. | 

In China in the little villages and hamlets when a person 
pessen dies, there is usually an elaborate funeral, and a great 
deal of fuss and bother always accompany it. With those who 
are rich and can afford it, the funeral is so expensive and 
fancy that a great deal of money and richness al connected 
with it. 


Even if a person is poor, he will have a funeral, but on 


a much smaller scale, but nevertheless all the confusion and 


 gadness will be prominent. 
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When a person dies, he is not buried immediately. He 
is laid down on the wooden floor for three whole dsys for all 
to see and observe. And from the towns the priegts ana nuns 
woud come and chant around the dead body for days et a stretch. 
Their wailings and plaintive sobs wound i171 the whole atmos- 
phere of the house. All this time the members of the family 
On ery and ery and perhaps join in the chanting with the 
dreary procession of priests. After the nunbers—-ef days pass 
by the body is put into a plain wooden coffin and carryed 
aéross to the hills where it is buried. 


Then for a periodsof years or months, depending greatly 


“te the section of the country, the members of the family wouté 


refrain from wearing jewelry, and the woman wot not wesr 
silk for a number of eee i 
Of course after the proper amount of years has gone 
by, then it is right to do anything one wishes. 
Now in China in almost every siggle hillp one comes 
ny aoa ane is liable to stumble into rs} dadatery:) In these 
cemeteries lie the pones of generations of people. On top 
of this erude earth strange cememonies have taken place. Mothers 
have come to Uap fdvtheiz departed ehildren, lovers to weep 
for their lost dreams. Now it is only proper to set aside 


a certain day when the whole group of people proctaim the day 


as a holiday. But in Ghina there is no definite date. The 


rich who has the money celebrates earlier than thbhe wire—aze 
poor. But no matter when they celebrate, they celebrate it 
in the same month. 


In villages and places where the population is but a 


pele féw hundred, the whole group celebrate together. First AN 
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a definite date is settlal and everyone who wishes to take the. 
excursion to the open airN{ temple usually goes to the general 
store of the town snd donate his share of money for buying 
meat. Now in the little tows and villages meat is not a thing 
that one can get everyday. So for an important holliday like 
the Festival of the Dead, it is absolutely necessorsphat every 
One who wishes to join in the celebration should donate his 
Share. The man at the store wots put his name on the paper 
and how much he donates. 

When the day for the Festival of the Dead arrives, all 
those who are to make the escursion get up early and prepare 
for it. A few reast pigs are ready for this ee and these are 
carried to the open air temple which is Pak ty two or three 
miles away. Now everyone, young and old woutka ares the whole 
way, but those who can afford transportation wharka ride there. 
And the people would bring slong rice, tea, and cups and chop- 
sticks and all the necessary articles that are demanded for 
the day. 

Usually the open air cave is built of cheap clay, like 
a de ep tavern. And the hords of people woutt £0 up there 
and t4 their punks and candles and say prayers to hhe already 
departed. ‘hen the roast pig is carefully weighéd and divided 
in equal parts to all those who have a share in the paying of 
it. Then the mothers, or fathers wobc pour out three cups 
of tea and put them down on the ground, light incense and 
golden papers. After that they noah’ 1itt1e tea from each 
one of the cups and let it drop down on the ground, trying as 


exactly as possible to make a straight line with the dripping 
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tea. After that they feast and rie 40 meals right on the 
cemetery's ground. Those who did not pay a share of che money 
for the pig usually have nothing unless one of the kind neigh- 
F bors #iwne Some to him. Otherwise he must be content just to 
be bv chee nothing. After eating and feasting they whole group 
w tred homeward and bring back whatever they can. Of course, 
the candles and incense ee leave at the grave. And sometimes 
a little food they Dhetey leave there. Now when the group of 
people come home thgy wore feast again too. And whatever 
leftovers they have they wats leave out of doors for the 
beggars who WHER Gone and get it/ the horhtaes And thus 
the holiday is celebrated. 

But do we have mything like this over here in America? 
Yes, but minus mach much much of the elavorate dessilg. 
Fortunately no dead body is allowed to be left in the house 
for three days (@hank Goodness!). 

Over here in America no matter how rigidly the Chinese 
believe in the old customs, we can say quite convincingly that 
when a person dies, much of the ge iiine and chanting is left 
out. But on the other hand, i remember from my old experi- 
ence that when a person died, the mother in the family would 
start to sing a song, weird and eerie fupm the moment the per- 
son dieg till someone either pe her or when she gels 20 
exhausted she hag to stop herself. 

This weird chanting 5:1 Se bleh at the very lesst two 
hours or more, but some has ay through the day. It w 
throw shuddering into the hearts of hearers just to hear it. 
It is like a long song, that goes on forever and forever, like 


the regular beat of a tom tom drum. Listening for only a few 
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s 6 
minutes a sort of melancholy and despair wow®Td creep over to 
the listener and he w era try to go far away to somewhere to 
avoid it, but no matter-how far he goe8, he w Eta to 
hear that rhythm, the wailing drumming into his head. A dost 
strange experience for anyone who has been through it. 

Of course, not everyone do this. Only those 014 wouen 
of Chiha, even though they might be modernized Ge nedet degree, 
do it unconsciously. : 

“Mow to Skip back to the 014 cotintry for a minute. We 
got this information from a man anout the ways of celebration 
of the Vestival of the Dead in his particuler village. 

First we must explain something about the Ghinese calen- 
dar, not that we think we Vek able to do it clearly, but we 
ooea try. In Chinese time, there are two distinct calendars 
know as the New ey Ee and the @1d4 Calendar. ‘he G14 Galendar 
has been in use Bike time immortal, and after China hes- became 
&@ republic a new oo ee est meat Although the Old Calendar 
is completely done away with officially, nevertheless the 
people weatd follow it and celebrate the holidays according 
to it. | 

The old calendar is a very diffieult thing to explain. 

And the hoJidays docnot one on regular days as in American 
history. For instance you take the holliday, Chinese Christmas, 
and I have been told that it comes according to a caértain amount 

as days after a certain holiday, and the Festival of the Dead 
comes dupes one hundred and Sixty days after Chinese Christ- 
mas. But in some years” there are. thirteen months on the Chinese 
calendar, and in other Pearehaera re only twelvey so that no 


™ 


definite date could’ set for certain holfidays. 


Logh ipl ee eats ee. a 
POR. OT Se ae ef 


cays 22 are “connected with | one abuse 


é 


: rt » “hee igre } 
1 the date for the colpration of a a ob 


oo definite date, such as the Festival of the Dead, Nede 

a st always comes on the month of March. 

y ass Bat ‘to go back to° the man who deseribes the celebration 
in his village. 

7 First, he Ae ates is to hedesains how many people 

“ of the village wishes to go. Anyone under sixteen is ineligible 
; og make the excursion to the temple. ‘hen the whole zpoup 

be people is dé#vided into six or seven small groups. From this 
six of seven small sakes are chosen two persons, and they are 
the two who take. care of all the arrangement, the food, the 
amount of money to spend, and all necessary des#ils. low these 
ee men have grandfathers who died many years ago, and the land 
ne that he left ee? rented out to tenants. And every year on the 
day of ‘the Festigal of the Dead, the two who are selected, go 
sound to their father! s or grandfather's land and gather 

40 certain amount of pr from each tenant. All the money 
pA, to be used or the ceipration. on the: day of the festival, 
ever thing wowtd be ready and the journey up the nofitains 

a us word start. a, ie | | 
7 ‘There is ‘the asaal praying | the lighting of osnaies and 


ti case there is anything left over, the people 
rl leave. bi outside ‘the house, 80 shat 
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the beggars could come and get it. Now those two men who 

pay for the Rep asian peal act ever go and celebrate again 

until every Single one of that group who has gone with hin. 

has have a chance to pay for. one Pie re excursions. It would 

take a period of many years for these two men to ever able to 

- go up again. ‘ 

| This Ls only one way 2 a fholfiday is celebrated. 

Doudtless there are many other different varieties and ways, 


ca) all depending en the clan, and different sections of the 


country. 


Po iB In America much of this is left out. rere the re 
— ——s are Six big clans that follow thetcelebration, minus auch of 
u the fuss and bother. , 
: Most of the Ghinese visit the grave of the dead ones, 
Bey on their day of death, or their birthday. Some only go 
7 on ‘American Armistice day, and they mace the trip oncé 4 year. 
. Many many do not follow the Chinese calendar at all. ‘They 
either go on Armistice day or on the day in which the person 
dies. ‘hose who are superstitious wewkd make paper clothes 
of shoes, stockings, dresses, oni hae Woadd burn them on the 
grave of the departed one, And they wowlé bring cups and bowls. 
and filled them with rigée and tea, and they *eetd burn incense, 
4h also lay flowers on the tombstone. 
Those who are thoroughly modern wortt onlp ovring flowers 
| Detttr Rune 
and visit the grave of the lost one. hey @ n& sort of 


celebration. 


 Althbugh many have a picture of the desd person in the 
aka thu ieee ‘sn a 
ral - house, and every evening they would burn a gless of oil all ae} 
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it, ‘end on ‘this shelf mete: would be ‘Placed in 


Hoye floners, fresh fruits, ond incense. And 


. ie ae like this happen or ever wills . 

EP It all goes back to this. In China the elaborate 

~ eslebrotion is prominent and still is end will be. In America 
the celebration is very plain, and not iff the very near future 

probably would be done away with. By that I mean thet instead 

; having a Festival of the Dead, the Chinese people will | 

we oatyt voit ae recs ones 8 year either in Armistice Day, 

) whenever they wish it. | 

The future generation of Chinese wU1t, dion vistei ng 


find very little Oe ap and perhaps wonder 
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5m And after\death, what? an empty void? or the start of 3 
new Life? Puzzli questions, questions that remain still un- 
answered despite talks and theories of this and that. After 
death, does the phys{cal life cease and the mental life go on- 
wards, an | life, forever? 


Since time immo¥tal there are only two places where the 


heaven where people live in peace, 


dead go, heaven \and hel S 
wearing white robes with wings on their back, snd red hell 
where Satin rules With ax iron will, where men and sinners are 
tortured and purned\ in agdny and pain, where devils with long 

horns and tails ERAN the hude bodies of the fsllen and cast 
them into pits of fire and heat. 
Little children are told when they were small, "If you 
tell any lies, you will not go to heaven." Meaning that they 
will go to hell where they will suffer more torture. But if 

the children are good they willl go to heaven up in the sky and 
live in peace, everlasting peade. 

A person either goes to heaven or hell, there seems to 
be no middle coarse, of course, person could refuse to die 
and remain on this earth. 

Confucius the wise man of Qhina never talks about heaven 
or hell. He said taking care of the events of the world is 
enough, without worrying about what\is in store for a person 
after he dies. , 

But I guess everyone ca ite ut what is in store for 
him after he leaves this earth at one \time or another. Does a 
person ever really die completely, ori there still a continuance 


of life after the last breath is out. 
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sage recently in \the papers i read that science has in- 


vented a mathine that is Bble to photograph the soul’in a dying 


\ 


person just as the moment When it is leaving the body. And under 
the advertisement there was\ a note , bh anyone wishing to come 

to the lecture wala See actual pictures of souls leaving the 
bodies of dying persons, pho ographed in a New York hospital. 

It only goes to prove that even in this day and age, the question 
of life and death still puzzle many persons. 

And to add to all the cdn*usion of life and dead, we recently 
Saw a motion pichure where a pe ae haved di tiok dated t EN and 
finally some doctors believing that the person was surfed, ‘dag 
the corpse up, and found him sti alive. It seems that the dead 
person was not completely dead whan he's supposed to be dead. 

And then there is that rather senthtional work of a certain doctor 
who killed a dog scientifically, ana then brought him back to 

life in an experiment, pointing the way that if a dog can be revived 
why not human beings too? And then \there is that experiment with 

a pbg who was frozen to death, and then brought back to life too. 

We remembering reading somewhelre about 3 person who was 
dying, and he happened to overhear thd doctors talking about 
arrangements for his funeral. He was bo sghocked at this, and 
So mad he refused to die, and he managdd to live until he was 
of an old age. Then we renembe rte rea ing in a book how a man 
who was tired of living, and he went to\bed one nizht, deciding 
that he might just as well be dead, sinck there is nothine bo live 
for. The next morning he was found dead,| and there was nothing 


wrong with him at all. He made up his mind to die, and he died. 
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It seems that“he mind of a person influences his physical 


life a great deal, doing good or harm as the mind dictates. 


And we remember reading other book in which it states that 


over forty percent of the\ dead people in this country is buried 
alive every year, people \who died from shock or heart failure, 
fatal because the heart re meee: to function. “hese persons are 
called dead because there ib noiway to revive phe heart. When 
& person dies in this way, his heart stops:but the other part 
of his body lives on, but they too will die if the heart is not 
beating to keep them alive. t seems that if some way is found 
to keep the heart of a person \beating after it stops, then the 
person could live on. 

So the persons who die¥l from shock or heart attack are 
really not dead. It's only thpt their heart stops. And because 
their hearts stop, they are called dead, when it is only that 
their hearts are dead, and not|the whole body. If the hearts of 
these persons could be revived, just think how many peoole who 
usually would be buried under the earth, coulaé@ still enjoy life. 

And again we remember relading somewhere how the life of 
a dying person could be prolongtd by sticking a long electric 
needle into the heart of the peyson and making the heart beat 
artigiolally. In some cases a person has already died, but by 
sticking a needle into his heart lhe would show signs of life, 
and when questioned if he rememveks anything, all of. them say 
that they seem to come back from empty vold, being no mention 
of heaven or hell. 

A very interesting statement, \one which probably stirred 


a lot of talk and argument. 
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mate +” When we were working on a former project, we wrote about 


a certain person who used to deliver books on heaven and hell 
around to the Chinese people every year. I guess it is all 
right if we repeat what we had written before. 


These “aat-eswe used to be delivered around to the Chinese 


people at a definite time every year, are supposed to educate 


the people about heaven and hell. These books are printed 

and are delivered free of charge to every single Chinese family. 
During the last six or seven years, this had not been done. hy, 
we don't exactly know. 

Anyhow, these books are bound in red or orange thin Chinese 
papers. Usually two long volumes are delivered to each household. 
These books are profusely {llustrated with weird and odd pictures 
of the world beyond, pictures of Yim Low Wong, the Satin, the 
black faced king of the torture land. And there are pictures 
of heaven, of white robes and wine and peace. 

PThese books are for the purpose to teach the people to 
be good, and kind, and not be Sinners. ‘here are long pages 
describing the tortures of hell, and the happiness of heaven$. 

Hell, where the stomach of the sinners are ripped open 
with long intestines flowing out, where bodies of men and women 
are thrown into the spike gardens, where heavy cars and trucks 


eraushed the puny bodies of the dissipated sinners. All weird 


‘and blood chilling illustrations, pictures of the black faced 


Satin who rules with an iron hand. 


Then there are pictures of nude bodies tied around hot 


pipes and stoves while devils cut them into minute pieces. Yictures 


of peophe snd torso without heads, blood dripping downward, red 
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blood of the bad. Just Bosking at these pictures would chill the 
hearts of anyone. 

And in startling contrast, the peace of heaven, the serene 
and gajestic silence of the heavens, the calm expression of the 
virgins and the goodmen, the white robes, the quietness. The 
wine and foods to be eaten, all these make a startling and really 
peculiar contrast to the pictures of hell. 

And the talk of ghosts. Does a person become a ghost when 
he dies, or does he not become a ghost, a sort of to be or not be 
question. Ghost stories are really very startling when told by 
a Chinese. Actual ghost stories told by people who really have 
seen them, who really have felt hhen, who really have touched them, 
{n fact trae stories of tmue things in China. But stangely enough, 

we hear very little of ghosts over here in America. 


ily sister used to tell me a story about a woman livin in 


San Francisco who died and tt in a very startling manner. 


Whether the is true or not I do not know, but my sister told 
Ont satan dl 
me at she had met this morning, and the woman told her the story. 
the woman said that after she died she seemed to begin to 
sink downward toward the center of the earth. It was just down, 


down, down forever. iihen she landed on the bottom of the land, 


all was darkness, and 811 around the walls there were odd looking 


objects, grosteque figures and distorted devils. An eerie light 
managed to shine downwards from somewhere far away. ‘Then she 


entered a long dark hallway and went into a room where the black 


faced King was sitting on a throne. There were shouts of people 
suffering from the tortures of hell, weird wailing that reminded 


one of the Inferno of Dantes. 
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Then someone began to push her away, and she grew so afraid 
that she ran out and came upon some stairs, long tall stairs, and 
she began to climb them, one after another, and after what seemed 
like long years, she was still climbing the stairs and soon she 


was out on top. At that precise moment she woke up snd found her- 


self in her home and that she was alive. “e know of many incidents 


more or less along this same line, very strange and unbelievable. 
And then there was the talk of how a person could become 
a ghest. We are always hearing of such things and whether they 
are true or not does not seem important, but the people who told 
them to us in every case, state that if is absolutely true. 
Whenever a person wishes to revenge the death of someone 
in the family, and finds that he is anable to so slone usually 
makes up his mind that he will become & ghost. So he wanders off 
to a lonely hill, until he comes upon 4 coffin. He will bring 
with him foodstaffs and water to last forty-nine days. He will 
Lie down beneath the coffin for that length of time, and if during 
that time he sees no human beings, he would become 3 ghost, an 
invisible ghost capable of killing and murdering the person# he 
wishes. After he kills the person xe himself will die too. If 
after he becomes a ghost and he does not kill anyone, he would 


wander around still a ghost until he will kill someone. 


Because we are always doubtful of what we hear, we question 


many many peop whether this could actually happe Not that 


it could actually happe but has happened, are informed, and 


if we do not believe it, then ow the instruction above 


and you will become one of t 3. $0 all you have to do 


fib for forty-nine da and find out for 


is to lie under th 


yourself, good luck. 
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4 think that when ;Ghinese is dying he does not think 
of either heaven or hell. To them, death is the endof earthly 
existence, and that-ts.ell. And when. 9 person dies, he saat 
dies, it is the end. ave | 

Mhe Chinese have great respect for the dead, and are 
very regular in observing the holidays. That is why it is so 
{important to find a wife for every eligible bachelor in China, 
so that when the parents of the boy die, they shall have a faith- 
ful daughter-in-law who will weep for them regularly. And there 
are people, the parents who always pewail the fact that when they 
die there will be no one who will weep for then, and they think 
they are very unfortunate and that they shall always remain in 
their graves unwept and unsung. 

A good daughter-in-law is one who is always wilLing Weep 
for the boy's parents and who slwgys light the caniles prey, ONES 
And the people will say, "She is a good daughter-in-law, and she 
hes wept faithfully and obediently for the dead ones." 

The parents pver here tm does not worry about who is going 
to weep for them when they shall leave this earth. There sre so 
many more cheerful things 40 think about, instead of all the gloom 
and sadness connected with the departed and dead. 

As in weddings, the funerals are elaborate affairs, and 
noise and trouble are always in evidence, and as one person puts 
it, sometimes the only difference between a wedding and 4 funeral, 
is that instcad of a coffin parading through the streets, one sees 
g sedan chair, otherwise everything is almost the same. 5o the 


chinesebakes its weddings as seriously as the funeral, both occasions 


noisy and elaborate. 
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And as in weddings a funeral takes many days to be completely 
through and finished. 

In China, white is the color for mourning, plain white, and 
not black as practiced by western countries. When a person dies, 
everyone in the family would discard their regular clothes and 
robe themselves completely in white. In America when a 6hinese 


dies, the family wear black, and not white. Well, strange things 


do happen. ers [UA gr aa ad gen’ ( EA ncn te? 
As we have said bé , a death is followed by an enormous 


smount of crying, and weeping and wailing, and from the towns the 
nuns and priests would c ome and chant for hours and days at a 
stretch. They would paleay their crude instruments and chant and 
mareh all eround the dead body, tirelessly and regularly, and some- 
times the members of the family would all follow around and sround, 
and as stated by one woman, the people would have to march around 
for one hundred times, and as stated by another, there is no 


definite number of times to msreh around. The first day when 


“the person is dead he is taken out into the outer room and placed 


on a wooden board held up by two chairs. The body is placed in 
this position for one whole day, and whenever anyone comes to see 
it, they would bring candles and sometimes food, and placed in on 
the floor, and weep for the cwrpse. They would all come dressed 

in the color of white, and when they leave the house, they would 

be given two long pieces of white cloth. these people when they 

go back to their houses, would light a fire in front of their door, 
and then hop over the fire end enter into their own house. In this 
way they would get the evil out of their houses. 


The corpse would lay in this position on the boards for 
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the first day. During all this time the priests and nuns would 

be chanting and wailing for long dreary hours. And the members 

of the house would come and weep for the departed one. And during 

the long hours of the night the corpse is watch by everyone, or 

anyone who wishes to do it, and the one who does it would sleep 

in the same room as the corpse, although he does not actually 

sleep, as he is supposed to keep watch over the dead bogty. 
Sometimes there would be many people watching the body, 

and when one of them goes to sleep, the other would watch, and 

so on. And during the three days the body is in the house there 


be 
would, somebody who is in constant watch over the corpse. 


hy 

The second day after dead, the body is placed right on the 
floor with nothing to hold it up except a few boards. And the 
nuns and priests would continue their strange and weird chanting 
all through|the days Sometimes the liquid from the dead body would 
come oust and driph all over the floor, and managed by one way or 
the other to go down into the outside well, where the pople get 
their water. This liquid is very poisonous and when the people 
draw water out of the well, they have to throw bars of iron and 
tin into the water before it is fit for human consumption. 

The third day is the day for the funeral, although some- 
times a good day is selected and the funeral detained to wait for 
that day to cata: On the day of the funeral, all the people 
going to the burial must dress in white, although in talking to 
one person, we understand that the old woman dress themselves in 
black, and the founger ones dress themselves in white, but another 
person stated that everyone dress up in white regardless of age. 


The wody is dressed up in many layer of clothes, sometimes 
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of fine quality. The body is placed into the wooden coffin 

and the 144 is tightly nailed and then ropes are tied around the 
coffin. Four coolies are hired to carry the body up to the distant 
hill, but these coolies do not necessarily have to dress themselves 
up in white, they can wear any color clothes they wish. 

Only married persons, and persons who have family could 
have four coolies to carry their corpe to hele st ine place. When 
children or babies die, they are carried Eat te two coolies. 

Then everyone in the town who is to march up to the hilis 
where the corpse is to be buried, and for those who do not walk, 
sedan chairs are hired and the ladies and women would ride in 
them and weep their heads off. ‘they would mske their weeovings 
loud and lusty, so that those who watch from the streets could 
hear it, and thus comment on how faithful she is, and what 4 

good woman she is. 

Then in the midst of loud weeping and screeching of 
instruments, the funeral would go onward towards the resting 
placé: of the departed. 

Now in going towards the hills the procession would 
usually have to cross some small streams, and when they come to 
them, the people in charge of the funeral would dip a piece of 
white cloth intothe river and then wring it dry, not completely 
dry, and then he would take this eloth and hold it a few feet 
away from the coffin, and wave it this way and that. 

Then the procession would go on. Then when the whole 
group reach the burial grougd, and then coffin is laid down into 
the hole in the earth, the matter is not settled. ‘Sometimes some 
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them up. Then for many days after this, usually a month, the 
members of the family would have to sit on the floor to eat, 
and none could sit at the table. After the sufficient amount of 
days have been passed, then this odd custom is do away with. 
When the body is buried on the ground, there is no tomb- 
stone or anything. This is usually put in afterwards. 
Every morning the dsughter-in-law would have to weep 


and wail for the departed one and show her “felicity and obedience. 


ae 


She is the one who weeps the loudest and wail the strongest. 
When there is a death in the house the color of red is 
strictly prohibited and no one is allowed to Wwear it. They 
eould wear blue, and any dull darx colors, and no jewelry is 
allowed, now silks and expensive clothes. And every year during 
the Festival for the Dead in the monhh of March, the friends 
would journey up the mountainside and observé the occasion. 
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In America a death is nothing compared to China. 

Almost every Single thing done in China is not done hers. 
there are no nnns, no priests, no putting the corpse in the house 
for many days, no peculiar chanting and wailing, although some 
old Chinese woman would chant strange songs for hours at a time. 

There are no white clothes, but a lot of black ones. 

Usually the friends would buy flowers and give donations 
to the family of the departed. And in the day of the funeral, 
usually a picture of the dead person is carry through the street, 
and the membees of the family, all dressed in blacx would 


follow behind the coffin. The coffin is carried by six or four 
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persons. The procession usually goes through some of the /import- 
ant stwedéts of the city, and then ee would ride up to the 
cemetery, and attend the funeral services. ‘hose who are rich 
and can afford to spend money have an orchestra hire for the 
occasion, otherwise there is no orchestra. 

The funeral is taken care of exactly in the western manner, 
but still sometimes a trace of Chinese custom would creep in 
such as giving brown sugar with a dime in white paper. But those 
Chinese who are very modern behave and act exactly in western 
manner, and they do nothing with even a slight trace of Chinese 
influence in it. 

Usually when children die, there &re no services or customs 
that are followed. The dead children are buried and that is 
that. 

We forgot to mention one thing. The Chinese always 
make paper things, such as clothes and slippers, and coats, 
ani they burn them to the departed one so that when they die 
the body would not be bare. ven in America this is done too, 
as mothers and friends would go to the graves usually of children 
and burn ppapers stockings, coats and shoes to the dead one. 
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. and money éy went away. None of us could untied ourselves. 
ut Spa later ,my husband came down. ie untied us all. 


a0 robbers comingy put he did not have enough time to warn 


us. we washed ourselves changed into clean clothes. 
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After interviewing young reorle for a time, I decided to 
change a little and interview some older reorle, This time it is 
a middle aged woman. Not quite middle aged but almost thirty-five 
years old. 

She came over here to America when she was a young lady in 
the year 1919. To her it seems long ago and she does not even 

remember the boat in which she came over. 
: This woman was born in a little village. She is the smallest 
child in a family of nine. The family lived in a two story shack. 
Besides the family there were also a grandmother and grandfather 
living in the same house. The woman was married to her husband 
without knowing who he was and she was not married until she landed 
in San Francisco, 

The husband, before he got married, was a farmer. He was 
poor and the woman was voor, and their marriage was arranged before 
either one knew anything about it. 

They decided to get married over in San Francisco since they 
were coming over. They had many friends over here. And it was 
these friends who loaned them the money for the wedding celebration, 

After the marriage they went to Isleton to live, They stayed 
there seven years. A son was born to them during this time. 

Living conditions were not so hard for the family. . They 
owned a cow and it sunvlied the baby with milk. and the man owned 
many fruit trees. He also grew his own vegetables, And the family 


Managed to get along fairly well. 
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st few ne in the country was not so bad. me 


“after | years of hard work the family gecine bought a little 

ay The store sold ‘groceries and other kinds of foodstuffs, 
ae ‘The family was able to move away from the little hut which they 
had coomntet for so long, 


a The little town of Isleton, at the time of the family's stay 

dsr," conmosed of just a few blocks of land. Over ninety 

: _ percent of the entire ropulation was oriental. They mingled to- 

a... as one family, All of the hinoea and stores in the town 

- were built of wood, The streets were filled with sharp pointed 

rocks, and st was quite difficult to drive an automobile over it, 

‘The streets, or to be more exact, the sidewalks were raised five 

or six inches from the ground. Almost all of the streets were made 

up of boards, The thumping of the shoes on the boards was an. 

A occurrence. . 

“Many years ago a fire swept over the tow. The whole town 

cat 4 almost destroyed. It was after the fire that the family moved 

oat out to Oakland to live. All of their furniture and belongings were 

yoosin t the Cie: Their house was just eoawat just atoms of ruin. 

| Then they moved out to Oskland and lived with a friend of 
"theirs. This friend was a teacher, She taught the little boy how 

| to read and write, | 

| The man managed to find a job tn Berkeley. He was a cook and 


His wife was expecting 
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an addition to the family. aA som was born to her many months 
later. He died of diptheria when he was five. 

All of the time while the family was living in Oakland, they 
lived with this teacher. This teacher was always sick. And she 
blamed it on the house as one of ill luck, She moved on the av- 
erage of three times a year. Since the man and the woman could not 
have a house of their own they were obliged to move whenever the 
teacher moved. The constant moving to and fro was unbearable, The 
family finally rented a house of their own, 

About this time the woman's brother arrived in San Francisco, 
He had just arrived from the orient. Due to the urging on the part 
of the brother, the sister went over to the city and lived with 
him. Years later they moved over to Oakland. Since then, the 
brother and the sister have been living donerhert 

I wished to know about her early childhood and her early life 
in America in more detail. 

I questioned her: "Do you remember anything about your child- 
hood?" 

“Why, of course, I remember that I was the only one in my 
family who did not have bound feet. You know I do not include the 
boys. Girls in those days were considered coarse and rough when 
they nossessed big feet. My father was directly opnosed to the 
binding of women's feet. My mother had just the opnosite view, 

She hound ene feet of all my sisters in order to be sure that it 


was well done. I was hardly seven when my mother decided to bind 
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my feet, 1 was against it and my father was too. He sided wah 
me. Whats Ware many arguments between my father and mother over 
my feet, | 

“However, in the end I won out. And my mother said that as 
sure as the earth does turn I would marry a nroor man. It came 
true, although I nersonally do not think that it was the feet that 
decided it, | 

She continued talking about her family life: "I lived in a 
large family. My father worked on the land, We were poor reople,. 
We grew enough to eat. We sold some of our crons to have some 
money to buy other things. If I remember correctly my childhood 
was just work and more work, And since we lived on the land all 
of us helped with the farming. None of my brothers and sisters 
ever went to school until they were grown men and women, My father 
taught me a little at home whenever he had the time. Girls were 
not sunnosed to know too much in the village where I lived," 

She continued and talked about her life in America. 

"I was almost twenty when I got married, I was married here 
in the United States. I remember a great celebration and there were 
many friends whom I have not seen since my childhood. They all 
came over when I was still a baby. After my marriage I went to 
Isleton to live, My husband has been a farmer all his life and he 
coulda do the sort of country work that is required of him, We 


owned an orcharmiout there and every year when the fruit got ripe 
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we hired many men to helyn with the crop, When I moved in there I 
knew only a few vneople. Some of the neople that I knew spoke a 
different dialect than mine. It was very difficult to talk to one 
another, Country life is not easy to those who are not used to 
it. In the evening we went to bed early and in the morning we 
woke up early. We worked hard. oy did all of the cooking on a 
coal oil stove. I can't remember definitely, but I think we had 
gas for lighting purposes.” 

"Did you work as hard in Isleton as when you were a little 
girl?" 

“wall my life I have worked hard. In China I was rraised by 
everyone who knew me as a very helvful and obedient girby. of 
course I could do better work than all of the sisters because I 
did not have to walk around on two or three inches of feet, Some- 
times I wonder how neonle can get along with such small feet, 

"My mother has the tiniest feet that I ever saw on anyone, 
Yet she could go up the stairs end walk just as easily as I could. 
The neople who have bound feet walk as though they are walking on 
stilts." 
"Is it because of the fire that you moved out to Oakland?" 
"The fire was one of the chief reasons why we moved out. 
Business began to dwindle after a few years in the country. We 
sold our store to another man. I really think that even if the fire 


had not destroyed our house we would have movedto the city inevitably.” 
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orked in the cannery in the canning season. 


a ‘fluent understanding of the languages. 
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: 
Right now he is working at a Chinese food store. His job Re, 
is to deliver goods to the customers and to collect money. He 
eats at the store. But he comes home to sleen. Because the wo- | 

man eats alone she does not have to spend so much money for food. 
_ The woman now has three children. The youngest is almost a 


mee ine ola: If the other had not died there would be five nersons 


* tesa Vivian's very careful about spending money. She only 


sends it when absolutely necessary. She does not have any luxuries 


“ne | ) 
“gh dead is not extravagant. I think that this family represents | 
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Whenever the question is asked ef a person as to why does a 
person come over the sea to POON ELS nine chances out of ten the 
answer will be that they came over here to. make a living. 

I asked this woman: “Could you not make a living in China 
just as well?" ‘ 

"in China we do not speak of America as America, We call it 
Gum Sarn. Translated it means the Golden Hills. In the little 
village there are all sorts of stories about this country. The 
talk is that this land is overflowing with gold, And also that no- 
body is voor here, We decided that since the gold was flowing so 
freely we might just as well be among those to get a part of it. 
In snite of the fact that America is a rich nation, the sath isa 
little exaggerated. Some of the peonle who have lived in the 
little villages all their lives realy believe that America is 
rich and overflowing with gold," 

This woman worked hard all her Lites. She does not have much 
time for pleasure, But she is hanpy as she is. Perhaps if she 
were to change places with another woman she would probably 
not do it, 

On the whole, Chinese women do a lot of hard work. and they 
seem to bear it without any trouble. This woman is no excention. 

She will continue to work and save and when she has enough 


she will return home and snend the rest of her life here. 
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e and fenale, asking it legal for them to live together, 


have ehildren, ana to live in heavenly bliss. The customs 


ale to write about them. There are onetent and 
orn ways of eeihine married, as traditions’ ‘change and people 


f 


~ ebange along with them. / 
oe In the days of the cave man, influenced perhaps by the 
Clark Gable sex appeal, our zreat great grandfathers wandered 
“blther and thither until he landed 2 dame somehow, somewnere. 
And when the stork began to pay his regular visits, perhaps 
Nis was 4 little astounded at his accomplishments and was so 
“heppy. with Suet wt- Saat he probably began passing cigars to 
“his nearby comrades. only /they had no epenes in those (hayes 
ee and veanabe they did i eae of that sorts Bat anyhow as 
ies peverenech, forward let us hope, iedpke pegame 
“more intelligent and Miser, and old traditions and customs al 
gave way to the newes Ad ate 

Somehow by some sort of supernatural power, people 

 pecame to be form into certain groups and races and from them 

eh ns ng more 1 hue traditions and customs, adding to the whole 

"mess of civilized educstion. And even today we can be ean 
certain i f saying that many groupe of people still follow the 

1 dbsolete form of worship, of following the different yea 


i Or they still followed the same castoms, only in a 


» torn wks mach of the encient frills eliminated, 
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Poday kn most civilized countries, a couple can ger 
_ married only after the clergy had made a profit on the , ited 
action. In other countries where civilization is styl, “Shing 
in the far away future, strange and ominous bata happen. As 
in Greenland, where it is perfectly natural for ne man to 
trade wives with another. Perhaps it is not ih Greenland, bat 
it one of those eountries where they always /have snow. (For 
proof, see picture "Zskimo.") 
And while our modern maidens plusKea in the darkness of 
the cinema halls, provided of course,/that the rouge is not 
too prominent to hide the blush, we/ sit and gaze¥ at the wonders 
of the other side of the world, and yet at the same time, we 
only come to know ourselves petter. Yor not only in other 
countries does this sort of thing happens. Surely in this 
go called civilized country, events of the same kind happen, 
and perhaps others more shocking and valgar than the exchanging 
of wives. 
“Only in one country you are known as a good companion 
and £4. the other, you are a fallen woman, a disgrace to society, 
a person not worthy of being ealled a woman. That's the only 
difference, no more. 
Everything is this world is sexdd, otherwise there 
would be ng/1t'fe. no love. And no people. And being of aiff- 
erent “It ts only natural that the male and female should get 
togethef one way or another. And the right way is marriage, 
and not the other. “a 
/ In some countries, a man just takes a woman, and She 


Mesearivs wife. in other countries a man takes many women, 
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ana they beoome his wives. In some other countries, a man 


spends his life earning money, and spends it all for a wife, 
and probably would drop stone dead into his grave, and never 


make that much seein. Y 


Many things happen=in his mad game of marriage. A 
boy could be betrothed to-& gizt not yet born. A brother 
could marry sei ater, (it has happenéd). A m@n cen have as 
many wives as be“#ishes. A woman ean also-have as many hus- 
bands as sh€ wishes, that is, as long as the timid and good 


out it. They usually 


for nothing husband knows nothing : 


gon" t. And if they dq be Or the undertaker. 


But to come back fo _more-speeitie—exempres, We will 
take China as an example of what is going on, the manner and 
ways in which people unite themselves as man end wife. A mother 
who has a dusghter either blind or deaf would probably have 
a very hard time in finding a suitable husband for the girl, 
and you can rest assured that the eligible young man has an 
easy time avoiding her. «0 the frantic mother usually gives 
her daughter away to anyone that wishes to take her, ususlly 
an old man, poor but honest. And the mother would receive 
nothing for her at all. ‘The husband promises to take care of 
the wife and see that she is well care fore Some marriages 


are as easy as that. 


pee 2 

Others are more involved, taking 4m consideration of 
great suns of money, and more money. And also a lot of minute 
and extravagant details of the most unimportant things. 


Importent to the parties eoncerned, however slight mignt be. 
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U Marriage to the Chinese is a very important thing, not 
something for a thrill to 6nd up in the divorce halls 6f Reno. 
Ay _ When a Chinese person enters into the marriage game, he goes 
with the understanding that the marrisge would be permanet, 
and he looks upon it as a part of his life, his hopes, and 
/ he wishes to raise s family and have a home. 
fhe woman looks apon marriage as something important 
too. It heehee duty to take care of the home, and care for 
a2 her children. Somehow or the other the marriage of = Chinese 
e SY couple manages very well to keep itself intact, complete, 
oA instead of having everything blow into the four winds. Of 


course, there sre divorces and separation, but on the whole, 


ue avery big percentage of the marriages remains complete. And 
ve . strangely enough, very few Chinese widows remarry if they hsve 


the chance. They seem} to be satisgvith life as it is, and 
the death of their husbands is something of life, something 
that cen't be helped. ‘They do not care to take up with another 
mate, but remain content just to live in the memory of their 
only one. 

The same can be said for the men too. They will remain 
Single just like the women. It is hard to define the reason 
(\ why, it's just one of those elusive things that just happens. 
Chinese people have big families, because Chinese always 


jlies. But the modern Chinese have smaller families. 


on't make 


The Chinese peo 


And it's a good thin Os 


ly, they coulda manage 
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mich better than if the @ many child The average 


/ nomber in a Chinése family over here is around si seven. 
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less we are terribly icicle caitlin 


- parents. Bat pack 

in China in the old village € ehildren will come as regular 

as the seasons, one a go you can very raddilg see 

why there are in Chins. And floods 

and wa erence at all 

in’ the final count. 
When a Chinese couple get married even in this modern 


age and here in America, the affair is one that is very com- 


. plicated and troublesome despite the very apparent fact that 


much of the details are left out. Some old Chinese women 


only know two things. Who is going bo be married, and whor 


is expecting the stork. They xnow the exact date as to what 
date a certain person's bitthdsy falls on, and on what day 


go and so got married. They are the personswho knowd! the 


latest gossip and news. And when a person dies or decides 


to get the notion to go into San Quentin, (my Chinese teachers 


 a@efinition of one who decides to get hook up) you can be sure 


that one of these ofd dry looking women will be the first to 
know about it. Somehow or the other they seend to know. 

A Chinese Bee tias sa always something to remember, 
something that will always linger in a person's memory, whether 
it be laid in China or over here in America. I guess, it is 
because the Chinese hsve slways look upon marriage as something 
important. And in almost every Single marriage there is always 
troible between the family of the man and the family of the girl. 
If it isn't this, then it's that. But they will find something 


to argue about, believe mes, 


 ebon gt a? ee ad alls a 
Ife ie  volomenet 


oe ny vr My — 
ae bet of | soo aed bricges: 


; ™ at i | ‘" 
moo ew at dou Ba e Be ie jeotxons, ad oxen 


as f 


dete 3 Hom, dnote ae vhey nid ov 1gneb onceeldnes? fae 88 f 
 EBROR Sisildd BLG BeIOg | +80 tel oe an 
‘od. Beve be hee oe ot Bes a) oa J ignudd ows, ot 
dextw ot es aveb tone pat ‘wens xo isote and ‘alton 
geno sett 9 ‘bns ae el hp yobaddrd ploceree nteares: 8 ble 
eat (pron on tay exe g ead xb yori sbolvtan sos oe an 6, 
eeb loeb te .8elh oéaneq & aieiy bak ‘Jews one clecoy eet 
“tenoned ee endo on) addneng 10 oad ‘oy oe ‘ne idon ey tg. 
ere od neo Oy (esl, hoon t22 ee eobters Sst eno. to welt ialte 
“Od: dex tt ‘ond ad! ELtw nemow aaaoek rb bbe sand’ eno" 


ie 1 WORM ot Javow, gone tenia, tz ene ay bet’ 


tedmenes ov anlateaca evans. co 1S: cagheb eeontao A 
seats sWeemee @! ncexed ® a sani ayaa. Atty ae 


z ud. iy es i \ 
Ay 


fe 


3 


et a rae nua E 


males enon Balt fe eerie 


ae m iy t 


ibs 


(6) 


A great percentage of the marriages over here is a 
combination of the old and new. That is the Chinese conbined 
oriental and occidental customs with the greater percentage 
leaning toward the ariental side. Of course this doesn't take 
in exceptional cases like the one that happens quite recently 
in which two brothers went to the house of the young girl and 
eloped away. ‘Zhe Chinese mother was so astounded she didn't 
know what to say. One of the brothers was in the car getting me jee 
the motor ready to start while the other went up to the house 
to claim his future bride. The two rushed right out the front 
door. In his excitement the boy drdpped a suitcase right on 
the feet of the girl's mother and erushed her toes so badly 
that it bleed quite badly. The mother threatened to hang her- 
self, and for many dsys the friends and relatives had to go 
to the house of the mother to watch her and see that she dod 
not carry out her act. Phts-is_really-one~o?f the Jjuiciest 
_bit—of-gossip we have heard in a long time. 

Although the Chinese people over here have dropped quite 
a few of the old customs, some new ones have crept in which 
eon td quite Chinese or quite western. Generally speaking | 
before a girl marries a boy, there is ujsually arragged between 
the parents of the two parties, a certain amount of money to 
be paid over to the bride's mother. ‘his could be from three 
or four hundred up to two thousand dollars. In some families € 
where both parties are poor, this paying of money is left out, 
but the bride's mother will insist of how many cakes and cookies 
the boy's side should donate. And also how many tables they 


should pay for in the party following the marriage. 
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To put the whole thing in 3 nutshell, 9 marriage -ecupaR 


between a couple here is very much like a business proposition. 


And no one would like to see the other get the best of the 
bargain. As had happened in case after case in which either 
the boy's or the girl's side got the most for the money, there 
usually is a big quarrel between the two concerned, and the 
whole town ané@ city would john in the discussion as to what 
should have been done, when it should be done, and who takes 
advantsze of whom. And usually for days after a marriage in 
the city, the talk will still be prominent and will linger on 
antil it eventually will die down. 

Very frequently after a marriage, there is a sort of 
strain feeling between the prrde s and groom's parents. But 
they always make up sometime. 

And.we can say too that a Chinese mother-in-law is not 
poison and something to dFown- inothe lake. @here just doesn't 
exists a any eer nz of ad chk bet eha the of that—sort. 

But let-us_go back to the land of lily feet for awhile 


and s6é the-elaborate and io, marriage ceremony. 

In China the parents tdve the last word in a marriage. 
They have more authority than the persons who are going to be 
married. If any of the parents disapprove of a young man or 


woman, then that person is practically doomed so far as his 


chances of getting married to a certain/person. In many many 


cases people are married without any knowledge as to whom their 


partners are going to be. Usually these people go through 
with their marriage whether they like it or not. They have to 


like it. 
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In special cases the parents bethroth their children 
long before they are born, sort of counting their chickens 
before they are hatched. But that's China for you, land of 
mystery. C4 (fr 

In these modern times we think the children have a great 
deal to say about it, and perhaps they themselves will have a 
last word to utter, but the parents somehow remain to be the 
real deciding factor in a marriage. The boy's parents aust 
approve of the girl, and the girlts parents must approve of the 
boy. And last and very least, the boy and girl approve of 
the parents’ choice. Dears Dear. 

In China the oractice of giving over a certain amount of 
money over to the brrde's parents is not as widely held to as 
over here in America. ‘The more important thing is to let the 
boy's side donate as certain number of cakes and cookies as 
an engagement present. The practice of wemring a rigg is very 
rare, as usually the boy would give a golden bracelet to the 
girl. ihe engagement could last from a few months to a year or 
more. 

The date of marriage usually come on a good luck day, 
and this day is selected from the good luck book, so that the 
marriage would be a very presperous one. After the day is 
selected, the plans for the ceremony are arranged, and details 
made cleer. Three or four days before the marriage is to 
oceurred, the friends and girl companions of the bride to be 
gather together in the house of the future bride and play games 
ani mah jong all through the night, and during this time no one 


would go to bed. 
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It is a sort of last reunion of the girl, a last chance 
before the girl is to become a woman. Then the girls would all 


join together in singing songs, and then they would ery together 


| and sing songs back to each other. 


| 
i 
; 
) 
a 
{ 


All this time the games and gambling will go on anti} 
way into the morning. Nobody sleeps during this time. And 
when the time for the departure comes, tears would come as 
thick es running water. 

The marriage day is one of great excitement. The sedan 
chair will come to take the lovely bride sway to her husband's 
home. This te the day in which the cookies and cakes will 


arrive in great quantity. After these cakes and cookies 


| arrive, they are passed out to friends and some are eaten right . 


| at the house, and other are offered to Gods and Goddess in 


| prayer. 


There are three different. days in which the groom should 


donate cakes andccookies to the girl's family. First, on 


the day of engagement, second, on the day the bride is to go 
over to her husband's house; third, on the third day after 
marriage. ‘The amount of eakes and cookies sre determined 
shead of time. And when they arrive every single piece is 
counted ont to see if the right amount is there. Many women 
have talked and argued just because the boy fails to bring the 


exact amount that he promises. You can rest assured that the 


girl's mother would count every single piece of cakes ar cookies. 


. They just would not be cheated. 


Before the bride gets into the sedan chair, an old woman 


takes care of her hair, arranging snd making it ready. During 
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this time the 01d woman and the girl wonld be chanting and sing- 
ing songs back and forth to each other. ‘he songs all have a 


story and hhey ones that they sing will all deal with something 


good, of luck and fortune, no sadness. After the hair is finished, 


the girl is dressed up in either blue or black cotton cloth, no 
silks or dazzling color, the rule is that the bride-to-be must 
be dressed in color of an obscure tone. 

Then the girl would covered her face up, and the old woman 
would carry her out withh the girl on back doing a buggy ride. 
Outside the sedan chair would be waiting, and four men standing 


at the side waiting Sex to carry the girl to her future home. 


After the girl gets into the sedan chair, she looks at no one, 


since the chair is all covered up. ‘Sometimes firecrackers are 
shot off and the four men would carry the girl away to her home. 
The girl does not go over to the husband's house antil 
late in the afternoon, or sometimes in the evening. In the morn- 
ing before she is to go to her future house, all the presents 
and furniture donated by the friends are carried over to the 
house. Every single present is opened so that anyone who wishes 
to see it could sée for themselves how much the girl has. All 
these»presents are carried by men through the town like 4 parade 
and shown to all. Sometimes in the rich homes a band is hired, 
and many man in horse’s back would be near the front of the pro- 
eession leading the way. If the girl has many presents, the 
men would have to make two or three trips to the honse before 
all of the gifts are moved out. ‘The poor people do the same 
thing, only in a much smaller scale. fhe people would all stand 


in the streets and watch the procession go by. 
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When the sedan chair reaches the home of the husband, 
another old woman comes forth and carries the bride in. Sometimes 
an umbrella is used to escort them in. When the bride reaches 
her room, she will discard her blue or dark clothes and dress: } 
herself in bright colors. ‘Then she will come out and bow to 
everyone who assembles there to see her. Then she will get down 
on her knees and pour tead, to the boy's parents and to the guests. 
The guests would all try to hida, and sometimes it is very hard 
to make them come out at all. 

After all this is over, there is a prayer. And there will 
be a roast pig in the table. On this first day of the marringe, 
only the friends of the husband's side are invited. Mostly it 
is cousins and closely related persons. There would be a sort 
of preliminary party on this evening with only the closely related 
friends and cousins present. 

Then there is another party on the second day, an occasion 
much more important than the previous day. sor those who could 
afford it, the party is celebrated in a restaurant or a hall 
expecially hired for the day. Otherwise the party is held at 
home. At this gates everyone is invited, both from the girl's 
and boy's side. Usually the husband pays for this feast, sometimes 
it is arranged how many tables the boy should pay for, and how 
many the girl shonld pay for. On this day the bride is dressed 
up in her most beautiful clothes, changing it many times to show 
the people present the variety of her wardrobe. 


| “ow the third day after the bride's marriage she is to 


} 
} 
j 


| journey home to her mother's house. This day is very important, 


and éven here in Americs the day is observed very faithfully. 
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Early in the morning the husband goes over to the house 


| of his wife's mother. At this time the in-laws would prepare 


noodles and the husband would eat it. ‘The bride does not come 
over to the house until in the afternoon. 


This day the cookies sare again carried to the former house 


of the girl. They are carried in red boxes, trimmed with fancy 


decorations and designs, and they would arrive:at a certain hour. 


This day many pigs are roasted, and they are too carried through 
the town or city so that 311 might observed. Sometimes there are 
as many as twenty or thirty roast pig carried from the husband’s 
house over to the house of the girl's mother. Those who are 
pooredy still have the roast pig, but not in such great quantity. 
After the pigs arrive; they would be placed on the tables 
and prayers are offered to the Gods. After that the pigs sre 
cut open and delivered out, the friends. Those who are closely 
related get a larger portion while those who are distantly related 
get the smaller portion. 


In the huge red boxes instead of cookies and cukes, there 


would be peanuts, cocoanut candy, and many fried delicacies. 


These cookies and cakes are cut and passed around to the people 
who assembles at the house of the bride's mother. 

When the bride arrives at the nause of her mother, she 
comes alone, since her husband comes early in the morning. The 
rule is that the husband and wife should not come together. When 
the bride comes into the house a sort of hush would come over the 
household. The bride would have to bow to her parents, and then 
she and her husband would have to go down on their knees and 
pour tea to the parents. Then she would give money wrapped in 


paper to her brothers and sisters, and in sone cases, in different 
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sections of the country, the bride is compelled to give money to 
every Single person at her mother's house on the third day. 


The cookLes and cakes and pork are divided and packed 


into small packages and then delivered to the friends. ow on 


this third day there is another party, and at this party only the 
friends and relatives on the girl's side are invited. this party 
is given at the bride's former home, and paid for by the bride's 
parents. Of course chicken and duck are the most important: foods, 
dominating the party. ‘hen there is a plentiful supply of wine 
and fancy dishes. 

Late in the a7 ses Be the bride goes ares to her home with” 
her husband. Ana ‘then—they-wowld 1Tve “happily- ever_after; with 
vies le nena ai long pert stork hovers around. 

The general form atte ton a Dens over here is patterned 
very much to the old rule of Chins. Only over here in America 
we do not have the sedan chair, and the presents and things are 
not varaded sround the town or city. 

Strange as it might seems, there’ is such a thing as 2 
go-between, and in every marriage almost, there always is one. 
This go between arranges the introduction between the boy and 
girl. And the De vetwsen can be a close friend or a cousin, 
and she can be hired from either the girl's or boy's side. If 


the marriage is sucessful, the go-between would As given money 


| wrapped in red paper, from either twenty-five he cWuuares dollars 


or more. It is the duty of the go-between to at a girl or 


boy suitable to the person who wishes to get married. And she 
would do her very best, as if the marriage goes through, she gets 
Some money, and she doesn't want to miss it. 


The go-between is a very important person. 
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We'll say that a boy likes a girl very much, and his 


parents wisheto know the girl better. He can't very well say 


. to the girl, "I like to marry you." Here is where the work of 


the go*between come in. She would gocover to the girl's house 
and explain everything to the girl's parents. ‘the girl's parents 
would perhaps arrange a day when the two could get together to 
discuss everything over. If after seeing the boy, the girl decides 
he is not the one for her, the matter is dismissed. if she decides 
in the affirmative, then both the parants of the boy or girl must 
have their say in whether they approve or not. But here in Amei- 
ca, if the boy or girl decide to marry each other, usually there 
is no objection from the parents, but in families who are strict, 
the parents have the final word. 

All right. After the boy and girl give their approval 


of each other, and the parents egree, an engagement date is settled. 


| A good luck day is chosen from the old Ghinese book. But before 


this is done, a very long conference is held between the boy's 


and girl's parents. During this time everything is discussed 

from money to clothes and jewelry. Hirst the poy's parents would 
ask how much the girl's side wishes. This is usually done through 
the go-between. The sum of money paid over to the girl's parents 
is from four hundred up to 2 thousand dollars or more. Sut in 
this time of depression, five hundred dollars is a very good sum. 
In some cases people pay as low as two hundred dollars. People 

do not pay money in even dollars. If the girl's parents want 

five hundred dollars, the right thing for the boy to do is to 

give four hundred and ninety-nine dollars and ninety-hine cents. 


It its considered back luck to give an even amount. 
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Sometimes when both sides decide not to spend any money, 
being poor or not very well off, the girl's parents would con- 
sent to give the girl away for nothing, and there would not 
be any celebratkon or eakes and cookies to be donated from the 
boy. In this way both sides would not have to spend money, 
and no presents, wedding prenénts or otherwise, are accepted. 

This kind of weddingsis very quiet and no sort of celebra- 
tion is in evidence. <erhaps the two families would get together 
and have a quiet dinner. 


Many comical incidents would occur during the time of 


) marriage. A mother would demand the anound she thinks her 


daughter Wought to bring in. If bhe man is rich, the mother 


a 


| woala tell the go-between to inform the boy that he could give 


would mactor more. She would approxiately guess at the orice. 
If the boy thinks it is too much probably he would refuse to 
submit to it. Man a hot and comical error has happened because 
of the amount of money to be paid over to the girl's mother. 

The girl's mother would say that it takes more than five hundred 
dollars to raise her daughter up to her sge, and if she accepts 
the monsy, it is practically giving the daughter away. The man 
would point out that there is a depression despite the l. R. A. 
snd daughters don't bring it as much money as they use to. And 
on and on through the night. But in the end something always is 
arranged to suit both sides as nearly even as possible. 


Some mothers do not ask for any definite amount. they 


any amount that he sees fit. The chances are th&t he will give 
much too less, and the mother would secretly give herself a 


kick in the pants for not aaning any definite amount. She would 
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. just have to gnaw her teech, and say nothing. And when the 


'friends and relatives ask how much has the boy donated over, 


she would probably say an amount much more greater than the 
actual one, so she would not be duly humiliated. 


the engagement day is one chosen from the good luck 
Se en j 


book. Un this day there would be a party at the girl’s house. 


Everyone of her girl companions would be there. The only differ- 


/ence is that the chanting of songs is left out waen compared 


to the way theppeople do it in the old country. ‘he party 


i 
; 
i 
( 


is attended only by the friends on the mothers side. None of 
the friends and realatives on the boy's side are invited. 

The cakes and gogkies come in red boxes. And sometimes it 
takes more than thirty of forty of these boxes to accommodate 
the cakes and cookies. These cookies and cakes are passed 
around only the the friends of the girl or the mother. 


The date of marriage is another day chosen from the good 


| luck book. ‘The dsy béfore the marriage is to take place, the 


| go-between wonld bring the amount of money the mother of the 


girl asks for. fhe mother would accept it and give some money 
to the go-between, usually ten or twenty dollars, for the ser- 
vices she has done. 

Many days before the marriage of the girl is to take 
pbace the presents would begin to arrive. Blankets, flower 
vases, comforters, and many other articles, sometimes jewelry 
too. The names of the donator is kept in a list so as not to 
be forgotten. 

During these few busy days before the girl is to become 


a bride, the mother would buy many things for her, gold, furniture 
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and numerous clothes. This is very important, as when the bride 
goes home, all the friends of the boy would come and look at 
the presents. If there is not a sufficient mmount there, there 
RNa lop A rumors and gossiv which manages always to travel 
all over the city. So the girl's mother in trying to avoid 
gossip and bad talk usually buys her daughter many many things. 
in a marriage great sums of money are involved. Sometimes 
the whole amount of money the mother receives for her daughter 
is spent back in buying her things, and all the necessary articles. 
All of the presents and articles are taken over to the house of 
the husband just before the marriage day. 

idany days before the marriage, the boy and girl would 
practice the ways of walking and acting. The marriage ceremony 
is done in western style, only Chinese words of spoken, usually 
by 3 Chinese priest. 

The wedding could take place either in a church, in the 
home or ie the restaurant where the party is to be held right 
after the wedding. ‘The last seems to be the more frequently 
followed one. 

The bride would wear the bridal western gown, and the 
wedding march is the song played during the ceremony. After the 
ceremony, rice are scattered on the bride and company. Then the 
party would begin. After the ceremony the bride would immediately 
change into Chinese long robes. And she would change it from 
time to time dmming the party. ‘The bride would have 4 special 
table with the only closely related faom both sides at the table 
with her. ‘There would be long dull speeches and everyone im- 


patient to put on the feed bag. 
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The party usually lasts from two to four hours. After 
the party there is yey eae and merriment. 

Long before thipes party is to take place, many days before, 
it is already arranged as to how many tables the girl's side 
wishes. Zhis is determined by how many guest are invited. fhe 
husband's side would do its own figuring and thus in this way 
the total of amount of Sables at the party is determined. Now 
if the girl's parent ordered ten tables, and suppose when the 
guests arrive the ten tables are not sufficient to seat them all 
some of the guests could go over to the boy's reserved tables. 

If those tables too are crowded, then the people woubd just hawe to 
Squeeze in. 

When the guests leave the husband and wife would stand 
near the doorway and bid each one goodbye, and shake hands with 
the man folks. @he girl's parents would go back home with many 
of her friends and at the house the whole group would gahher 
together and play mah jong way through till the morning dawn. 
Many of the guests from the far away city would stay over at 
the house until the third day, and many times the husband has 
to go to the hotel to get a room, so that there would be enough 
room for the guests. 

All of these guests would stay at the house of the mother 
and wait until the third day, and after this day they would go 
pack to their home, and the mother would heave a sigh of relief 
that everything is all through. 

During these days of waiting, usually the women folks 
would talk until late in the night about this and that, sometimes 


talking as late as three or four in the morning. 
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On the third day after the marriage, the newly-wedded 
husband would come early in the morning to the house of the 
mother-in-law. There he would be served noodles. At this 
early eating, only the father-in-law and the new husband, and 
perhaps a few other men folks are present. ‘The ladies and girls 
are not supposed to take part in this occasion. 

At a certain hour the cakes and cookies arrived ‘These 
are teken out and cut open and served to the guests. Many sre 
put into bags and taken around and given away to the friends. 

In the afternoon the bride would arrive. She ususlly 
arrives at the /hoase in an automobile or taxi since there is 
no sedan chsir in America. 

There would be great efcitement when she arrives. The 
guests and friends would all go to the window and peep out to 
see the bride, even though they know exactly what she looks like. 
And when the girl enters everybody would be gtiiet. 


The guests at the house would make the girl's parents 


sit down, and the bride an d groom would have to kneel down 


right in front of them, and they would have to pour tea to 

the two older folks. And they would have to bow once. After 

that is done the girl gives away money wrapped in red paper. 
When the roast pig arrives, usually there is only one 

or two, it is cut open and divided in sections. But before that 

is done, the pig is offered in prayer to the Gods. ‘then it is 

cut opeh by a man especially hired to do it. These small pieces 

together with some pieces of cookies and half a chicken are 


put together in a big bag and passed around to the different 
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friends. 

Late in the evening a party is held at the house of 
the bride's mother, and just like in Chins, only the friends 
and relatives of the girl's side are invited. ‘The bride and 
the husband usually go home about ten or eleven in the evening. 

The guests that are staying at the girl's mother house 
would stay till late in the evening, and they would start going 
home early the nest morning. 

When the mother finds that the house is empty the next 
morning she will know how it feels to be lonely, and the house 
would seem very quiet and dull after the immense celeberation 
and noisy noise of theflays before. 

After the third day the daughter dan come and visit 
her mother anytime she wishes either alone or with her husband. 
She would probably find out thah after everything is cleer, 
she did not make any goney out of fie faaess ana. Since the money 
she receives is either partly or wholly spent back in the 
buying of clothes and jewhlry and all necessary articles. 

We must say thate there is such a thing as teashtiing 
the wife. After the wife goes back to her husband's house ir’ 
she becomes the victim of the boy's friends. They woyldto 
ging, dance, and do anything they feel like asking. And the 
new wife would have to do them. That is her part, and this 
enustom is in evidence in every occasion of s wedding.. 

‘Arthas in this way, and other yvarietions of ways” 


pect cia ea 


Ryan. eae 
a Chinaman-bites the dust}~and_enters into. San.duentin., 


ceynates Pobp res AO 


y 
ia 
¥ oh rahi 


he ‘iseal’ oat tn bia 
bbusixe eid ete sae a ic of 
> pee ‘opin, pd i soe teat ore abe a 


anes nste piso “gand peak on 

I aaa Oo ii ‘wean 
i luchags ‘edd votaime et oaned ‘otf. adel ae; 
egued oil bas. weteaet ad oie steely 
erties vedemett ‘eats ‘totte: £ 


ote 


Vite) Ya 


Jleiv "baw: ‘eaoo dae ‘¥olsuied 
 baedend ced at Bi! xe anole, ods ie. 
tpreuenedte aad t 


ine 


foals et aad :% 
genom: ode abn he venie basen nde 4b a 
edd. al dowd tho veLsosin hems 


seote tou qiabosoet, kia aoa 
gailesed’ ap antind # One al ox 
wan Creed @ huadand cod et todd veug WAH 
ay te wont ‘fabae tet’ w'yod edd! 
hal nia Bree ug oats Lest odd Ter | 7 
Bias fale ting tent ay dan ane, oh 8 Sed siuele naw vo 
Oo gghapbew a ¥O ‘no toneve. vier at ergapive ag ‘al 
Se {yer a ne 


te 
rare 


Wa Ea tied yo un tde Lund. xed 


"oe sat rrearcsietg 


a FT Sr aT a. TTF ‘ 


(former title-The Shrimp Business) 


Of the great number of people that I know, or once knew, 
there is one who stands out clearly in my memory, one whom I 
think I shall always remember long after the others are forgotten. 
He is the old shrimp man who used to own the store. Although 
he is dead these many years, he comes before me often when I 
think of him in my leisure moments. For he is not one whom 
I.can forget easily. 

I ean still remember him, and the way he carried the 
two bamboo baskets, tied to both ends of a long pole that was 
hung over his right shoulder. He wore a heavy blue shirt of 
broadcloth, a vair of thick overalls, and on his feet, he wore 
a pair of shoes with thick trubber soles. Often he passed by 
the house where I used to live, and 1 would look out the window 
and see him walking by, his head withoat a hat, his face browned 
by the summer sun, and the two basketfuls of shrimps swinging 
on both ends of the long pole. Almost everyday he passed by 
at the same hour, and of the many times that I was able to 
see him, I had never seen him wear any other clothes than the 
ones he usually wore. 

Only on the first day of the New Year did he wear a clean 
suit. After the first day had gone by, he put on his working 


‘clothes againe 


He was a very hard working man who never took a single 
day off for vacation or sickness during the ten years he 


had been working in the shrimp store. It was thas intense 
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love for his work that finally caused his death. 

Every morning, winter or summer, for ten consecutive years, 
he got up a six a:m to go to work. Because he could not drive 
an sutomobile, he walked from store to store, market to market 
in the esrly hours of dawn. He traveled at the least five 
miles a day, walking back and forth. Regularly he made this 
daily round, and he became a familiar figure in the streets 
of Chinatown. 

On Saturdays and Sundays his second son aided him with 
the work. And he was able to have a few moments of rest during 
these two days. 

From six a:m to nine he made his daily round, and a little 
over nine o'clock he reached home in time for his breakfast 
which usually consisted of three large bowls of rice, a hot 
steaming bowl of soup, a piece of salted fish, snd some 
vegetables. On Sunday or Saturday he had either broiled 
chicken or roast duck. After his meal he would immediately 
go to work again. He had to go down to the dock on First 
and Broadway to $b peek back many bags of shrimps with his 
two-wheeled cart. 

He was a man of great strength, and his neck and arms 
were covered with prominent strips of sinewy muscles. He was 
able to pash the nan\bees of shrimps back to the store without 
any effort of strength. 

His wife, who was a thin sickly woman, worked just as 
hard as her husband. She got up each morning at eight, peP 
prepared thd breakfast in time for her husband to come back 


to eat it. 
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While the husband was occupied in eating, she opened the 
different sacks of shrimps, sorted the big ones from the small, 
weighted out definite amount to the different workers who came 
to the store each morning to work. Then she poured definite 
amount of shrimps into rice sacks which were later delivered 
by the strange woman to the workers who picked their shrimps 
at home. 

fhe wife was a very peculiar person, being an extremely 
superstitious woman. She was very thrifty, and even though 
she was never in need of money, her house was poorly furnished, 
roa and aged, and it was only with the most consistent urg- 
ing that she could be persuaded to buy anything new, whether 
it be clothes or furniture. The floor in her house was with- 
out linoleum, and the walls were painted with the cheapest 
kind of paint of a dull gray color. in fact, the whole 
house had a gloomy atmosphere of darkness. But it was during 
the New Year that she really reminded me of ancient China. 

She was careful in her speech and action during the entfre 
week of celebration, and to break any of the old customs 
during this time in her home was unheard of. Even her three 
sons had acquired some of the mother's spperstitious beliefs. 

Days before the New Year began, she cleaned her house 
with thoughtful care, washing all the floors and windows herself, 
throwing away all unwanted pieces of furniture that had accu- 
mulated during the year. During this period of preparation 
and cleaning, she would buy a bright piece of red cloth, and 


from it, she fashioned a magnificent curtain which She hung 
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on her bedroom door. The day before New Year's eve, she hid away 
all brooms and dustpans, and she would not use them for one 
entire week. For as she once said, "The dust and dirt that 
accumulate during the New tear are symbols of riches and gold 
that will seccumulate in this house for the coming year." 

When New Year's eve came along, she said prayers to an 
earthen'God. She lit three red candles, burned long incense, 
poured three cups of wine, and put three steaming $$##6 bowls 
of hot rice on the table. Then she placed three pairs of 
ivory chopsticks on the side of each cup of wine and rice. 
After the prayers, she burned golden papers, holding them in 
her hands, twirling them around the room, Wieni orasinr with 
religious reverance. 

All pea long she arranged oranges, lichee nuts, melon. 
candy, and wrepping money in little red pieces of paper. She 
Hi did not sleep during New Year's eve, she—never slept. All 
night long she prepared this and that. She arranged flowers 
in an 04d esrthen vessel, and she pasted red good luck papers 
on both sides of the wall. All during the week of celebration 
she never spoke a harsh word, never did anything wrong, never 
swept her floor at all. 

After the holidays were over, she resumed her duties as 
a worker. 

She was a sickly old thing, this wife, and as thin as 
a pole, but despite her condition, she worked as hard as ever, 
and yet she was able to stand ten whole years of it, outliving 


her husband who was a streng and robust person. 
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At that time the store was an immense success. It made 
a very prosperous business. Once at the very peak of business, 
there were over twenty workers in the store rushing order 
after order from early morning to night. And during the 
Christmas and Thanksgiving holidays, it is not an exaggeration 
to say that no one had time to eat or rest. ‘The customers | 
came uneeasingly, one after another. But the store hed suffered 
periods of almost complete financial failure. Since the shrimp 
store was the only one in the city, it had a monopoly in the 
business. There were some Chinese merchants in San Francisco 
who became jealous of the great success of the store. They 
decided to start another shrimp store and take away all the 
business from this man. Soon afterwards a small shrimp store 
made its appearance in Chinatown, and immediately a battle 
began that aiways led to a confused tong war. The new store 
was unable to get any business selling Prete: shrimps at the 
same price as the old store. ‘The shrimp man in the old store 
was a genial and fair dealing person, and the customers saw 
no reason for buying their merchandise from anyone else. 

The new store lowered its price by five cents a pound. 
Many good customers went over and pought from this store. The 
old shrimp man became furious. The only solution that he could 
think of in getting back his lost customers was to lower his 
own prices. ‘This he aid, and he was able to get back all his 
customers. However, the battle hadn't really started yet. 


Onee again the new store lowered its price five cents 
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more. Again the old shrimp man lowered his price in order to 
compete. Still the price of shrimps went lower antil they 
were selling at forty cents a pound. For one complete year 
shrimps were sold at this price, without profit to anyone but 
the customers themselves. All that the old shrimp man made 
in former prosperity years was now slowly but steadily lost 
back during this one year of intense battle. He worked as 
hard as ever, but every month instead of having money come 
in to him, he had to give it out. He knew that one store must 
fail, snd he had made up his mind that the store woula not be 
his. He was right. The new store sank lower and lower in 
the heavy debts shes owed. The store failed, and the owners 
had to abandon their store here and move back to San Francisco. 
But a new trouble arose after the ending of this one. 
Another man in San Francisco decided to wreck the business of 
the old shrimp man. However, he used different tatics than tbe ree’ 
weed; | 
the fopmer people who=—fettet. He had his store in San Francisco, 
and every morning he drove over here in an sutomobile heavily 
laden with packages of shrimps, and he went to every store 
and restaurant that ususlly bought tts shrimps from the old 
shrimp msn. Hd was able to take away many customers for he 
made his round earlier than the old shrimp man. Jhen by lower- 
ing his prices, he was able to get still more people to buy 
from him. Now the 014 shrimp man had lost a tremendous amount 
of money battling with the former rivals of his. And he did 
not think he can afford to lower his prices again to gight this 


new menace which now threatened his business. 
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One morning by accident the old shrimp man met his business 
rival outside a restaurant. He took this opportunity to say to 
him, "Both of us are doing business. ijhy puetiee te always 
fighting each other. We are selling shrimps at such a low 
price that we are giving them away. 1 am willing to let the 
customers buy from whomever they wish, but you and I must sell 
the shrimps at regular prices.” 

The man from San Francisco would not agree. He wanted 
all the business for himself. Realizing that further talk 
wss but a waste of time, the shrimp man decided to go into 
action. When ial waite to face with the man again, he gave him 
a beating of his life. A pred ane almost started as a result 
of this. However it was avoided only after a great amount 
of trouble. 

From then on the store had never been the same as it used 
to be. ‘Too much money had been lost in the cheap selling of 
the shrimps, and the old ans tele man began at the bottom again. 
It took him two entire years to put his business back to its 
former level. Just when business was about to pick up, another 
stroke of bad luck came. For some peculiar reasons, no 
shrimps were available in San Francisco. The shrimp man had 
nothing to sell. ‘The months went by. Still there were no shrimps. 

During this period of idleness, the man and woman economized 
the best they could. They limited themselves to the bsre 
necessities of life. But they had lost so much money that they 
found it necessary to borrow money from friends. 


It was these friends that aided them through the trying 


period of poverty. 
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They began to pay off their debts little by little when 
the store got going again. But the old shrimp man had suffered 
too many di sappoinnents, deen through too many obstacles to 
again have the enthusiasm he used to possess. Sverything 
was against him these many years, and he fell sick. de died 
Soon more because of s broken heart than of a serious iliness. 
And on his deathbed he ssid, "If I were to become a ghost, 
may I come back and choke all enemies who had tried to wreck 
my business." 

After his death, the wife and the sons took care of the 
store till the time it was sold to a new owner. All of the 
sons were hard workers, especially the third son. He was 
the one who labored the hardest. He got up two or three 
hours before school time, madé@ his daily round, and then 
went to school. ‘The second son stayed at the store and did 
all. the easy work for he was not one who was very strong. 

The oldest son did all the evening and afternoon work. 

Strangely enough, after the death of the husband the 
wife began to, stronger. Before, she could not even go out- 
fea iae pies home aivuces catching cold. And she never took 
a trip outside of hér home without first consulting the 
Goon Yum Goddess. Whatever she did, wherever she went, the 
Goon Yum Goddess made the final decision. 

The wife was so superstitious that she had good luck 
signs pasted on her bedroom door, and on the doors in her 
sons room. ‘They remained there all year around, and every 


New metry trosPly brushed signs were substituted for the old 
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She washed her hair only on certain days when the good 
luck book stated that it was a good day for it. 

She was such a thrifty person that she saved all old 
clothes, old furniture, old papers antil the empty rooms in 
her house were filled to capacity. Even then she did not 
want to get rid of them or give them away. She did not 
care how she dressed, nor did she care how her house looked, 

nor how she lived. She never opened the window when she went 
to bed. All the windows in the house were always closed, 
and the stale air filled the house everywhere. Because 
there was no fresh air circulating through the house, a 
strong odor of deadness and staleness could be felt in every 
room. 

But the store was the worse part of the entire house. 
At that time there was only a Small wooden ice box. It was 
not well built, and the strong odor of shrimps leaked out, 
mixing with the stale air. This odor was so unpleasant and 
disagreeable that many people had complained of it. Bat still 
the wife did nothing about it, for she ceuld not stand pure 
fresh air in her house. 

So greatly did she save her money that she rented whole 
sections of her house to people, and for many years two 
entire families were living in the house in additon to her 
and her two sons. 

It is said thet she never changed the bed sheets or 
pillow cases antil they hat been used on both sides and were 
as gray as the walls themselves. In order to have more 


rooms to rent, she made her sons sleep in the same room as 
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she did, and she sepsrated her section of the room with a 
curtain of the cheapest material of the plainest cloth. 

All of the sons were Obedtent, and they never complained 
of anything, putting up with everything she did. 

The years went by, and the sons grew up. The oldest 
son married, but was later divorced from his wife. 

the shrimp woman sold the store, and later moved into 
a small town to do business. And now she a dropped all her 
superstitious beliefs, and trave&ks everywhere, anytime she 
Wishes. A great change has come over her, and she has completely 
adopted new ways of dressing herself. 

And once in @### awhile she comes back to the store to 
visit, and looking around she says, "What a difference the 
store is now." And she looks at the new icebox and then 
exclaims her ### surprise, "It is so big, so new." 

And when she comes into the room in which her husband 
died, which is now a living room, she says, "It is the men 
from San Francisco who caused his death. No good will come of 
bhem." Her eyes flashes anger and hate. 
| Whenever 1 see this shrimp woman, or whenever 1 go into 
the room where her husband died, I again see before, the scene 


of him and her, the drama of failure and success, and 1 cannot 


forget it. 
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in’ Corpse Takes A Wife 

Me Long ago there was a young and beautiful girl who, 
as she hurried along the road, becoming weary, sat down to 
rest on a large flat stone near it. Then after she had 
rested for a while she started home again. Before she 
reached it she became conscious of a peculiar sensation 
in her feet and legs as though she were walking on air. 
She felt dazed and half asleep. As days passed the pain 
grew worse and worse unt41 the girl could not walk at all. 
Her mother was deeply concerned and tried to find out what 
had happened to injure her legs. "No, I have not hurt then. 
They began to ache after I sat on the flat stone to rest," 
the girl replied. 

Then her mother went to look at the stone but could 
find nothing wrong about it. But somehow she felt things 
were not right, so she went to an old woman fortune-teller 
and asked her to tell what was wrong with the girl. 

"Why your daughter sat on the lap of a dead man. 
He got hold of her iegs and is trying to claim the girl 
for his wife," the fortune-telier explained. 

"Sat on the lap of a dead man! But how could she?" 
the amazed mother asked. 

"She sat on a tombstone by the side of the road and 
the man lies under the stone." 

The mother went to the stone and burnt offerings 
begging the man not to claim her daughter but the girl was 
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On the sidewalks of Chinatown there are many old man. 


¥ eir faces are tanned by the countless days which they spent 


outside in the sun. They sit on a steps, on chairs, and on 


the sidewalks. Sometimes one witt sea\ an old old man whose 
face wae covered with deep wrinklés/that stand out like the 
ganals in the planet mars. 
that—were very quaint 


pechliar kind af Chinese slippers. Black. The 


some/ smoke long,old-fashioned pipes 
id. iiost of them do not wear. shoes. 
They wear 
careful obs rveiny will that these men wear heavy woolen 
, just overflowing with old age. 
owly alike streets. Their talk is not eee 4 
louder than just a mere whisper. Some who are stronger talk 
with loud and strong voices. All speak different dialects. 
But they understand each other. 

As es watch them we wonder who they are, what they do a 
and why they are here. Perhaps it ups something which "8 
will not be able to explain fully. “Be wonder what their life 
was like. lihat did they do when they were young. Was there 
any difference between life today and Se re this 
question in ode Pinacoe determined to find out the answers./ ad¢drewed Gen 
But it was a failure. They AUS Suspicious. They do not 
want to talk. ce 

kodicnaes pie not blame them for not wanting to talk. 
If someone stopped te the streets and asked ee to tell abont 


wre 
the story of oobi ai ts, indi too, would a any Suspicious. So We decided 


Coul te es 
that the only way in ee ELL reg eae o go to the 


L dtd so aad Acs 3g The Stbny 


a@ifferent families and investigate¢ 
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will write about. /a woman who ye ‘full life.® 
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A full hife means a good life. And a good life to a Chinese 
woman means a life full of children. Hight, nine, or more happily, 
ten. Women who had ie ic has would Say to the woman who had 
a large family, aera “you must / ave lived a good and ~ 
happy life." pe este. would answer, "Life is streguous 5 
what with so many children to take care. You are indeed fortunate 
to have a small family." But in her heart the woman did not mean 
what she said. aerte nancy to have other women praised her. 

The young women of today are a little different. Their 
families are smaller and perhaps it is for the best that they are. 
They know that it is not an easy thing to take care of a huge family. 

But this woman is a woman of old China. When she became a 
wife she was aware{ that she woulda become the mother of a large family. 
She was fully prepared to face a life of struggle, of work. For 
did not her mother face the same condition when she becane a wife? 
And her grandmother? 

The woman is forty-nine. She shane Six children. And the 


raed dale one oh only two core Old. ) Remarkabte> these Chinese- 


WOM Seaeys wha ey-ean—do.~ One of them died when he was a little 
rs : fra cf vy 
baby. yee = strange thingies thet almost every family that we 
me tradi yhea( 
interviewed, an found out that there was always -a—person who died 


When he was little. This family was no Sat ot 


We” 
All of the children are Caer} in snerica. | The 
Rowe ven, ka Foqice Ae 
hand ir 


Pepe te n China. er husband ye born | in suerlea. ) 
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‘ The woman/itved—tw Ho Chung viileges Et-te a small village 
The ap Vince 

2 ee ae days were spent there. She had a little 
schooling. Her# mother had a large family of twelve children. 
The woman is the sixth child. When a little girl, her mother 
Condes her feet until they were not more than five or six inches. 
It was very painful fer-rer, but she stood it 911 because it 

was the custom in those days to bind the feet of every girl. 

Her feet became so small that if they were to be put into 


Cinderella's slippers, they would be Speen ns 7 lost. She arrived 
Cinbrne (aeneA 


in Mae Perit wearing a pair of Henadmane flowered Bitpperes 
Arpenes and 
She pad ccutiae black- Nh a welt and she had a head “pana across 
ts 


her head.  ie-do-ndt_s lish wora-for-th. But~the band 
was five or six inches wide and about a foot long. It was put 
around the head — tied at the back. The purpose, IRS, 
was to serve nat hat. Ard Her hair was arranged smoothly sad 
combed back and was tied at the back. ‘When she arrived people 
stared at her and wondered what it was that had came ashore. 

But today after fifteen years in America she look@a much 
younger and prettier than fifteen years ago. She showed me some 
Red acai of herself at the time she arrived in this country. 
pobareee a ES screaniniy Pexedoatly I would never have 
known it was the same person if she had not told me so herself. 

_ Today her hair is bobbed. It is arranged in a goft effect 
with waves that Pcie: look much younger. She does not wear the 
head band anymore. foes wear hand! made shoes--—Nor-tees-she 

Thauscns 


weer Chinese robes and silk pants. She wears sweaters and skirts. 


shdler if she wene_) 


Really she does not look rke—she was Orty-nine at all. _/She— 


———— 


Ee SP ee 
1eok-maeh—younger. With the single exception of her feet she 
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trl A be repgateat 
ae 
could be—ctessify/ as being quite beautiful. 
< (Aas 
Since she gave up wearing those hand /made Shoes she/had a 
hard time buying shoes that weutd fitiher feet. When she first 


Started to wear shoes she had a miserable time. She just could 


them at al, 
not walk with skoees-on. The shoes were go big that whenever she 
ri TACA Gat 
Walked, the shoes just arppped dat. 7Another woman who had the 


Same trouble with her feet vagemmcnded & certain store that sold 


y ram 
shoes made to order. This Shoe store sold shoes of all kinds and 


- it halt 
makes— re Special department in which they take care 


V, 
of oriental woman who BeeLtnontic with their shoes. The average 


el 
price for one of these shoes was over twenty dollars. Aah the 


Go 'Mingd 


woman paid fer it « These shoes sre of such Superior quality 


that they last year after year. 


E a prays 
ee When this woman iret bought her/pair of shoes from=thi-s| 


Aceon 


Th 
gtene-ké’ atili did not fit her perfectly. ‘The store made A# as 


(hey rene 
Small as possible, but it=wes still too large. So the woman 


solved the Ooblem by putting cotton on the toe-end of the shoe 
tor tha had 20 
andj she qa net nessun none trouble. 


y 


iscuss anymore on shoes or the reader will 


think we are writing an essay on footw 
saad 
interview. 


é 4 | Gar th e—Cr 
(aréhis woman is not the so.called delicate type. She-~ goodness 
Yet she (eifher) 


net, is not the course type, She is just an average woman. 


d of writing an 


renner 


e 38 TST, ere might be a few Ss, she—wanted——-~ 


2-family. And what 9 family!—As-the 


Rohe (al raph it was born here, her) 


a, 
When ne woeee had her first baby, people in China celebrated 


eat joy far neate aN tomed fo Ae iS 
the occasion wit Let! T Sm an the people/ over ere. x 
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There were many reasons /to—expiein—it. Hirst; the baby was 


ee FRED pe 
a boy. a the male sex /to the ee people )te considered in- 


mera fad ae 
portant. \am-T biasing « ) Second: the father in China wes becoming 


MCE Jone Y 
a Septem all—over-again. Thirds the woman sent madney back 


. A 
to the folks back in China for the celebration. 


Nothing would please an oriental person more than to have 
a baby boy, er two. &r three. ie ie 
Vg Server) 
Life for thé wonan when she was a girl was notc<exciting. 
She helped with the housework. AméShe went to school. Gah 
married and came over Da here. She lived in San Francisco 
Abhan her annival 
- As was the custom with many families in those 
days, she lived with another family. She paid one half of the 
rent, gas, electric, water, and garbage. The families were crowded 
together. Usually there was but one bedroom, me small kitchen. 
And a little room to put odd things. ‘then the woman had her 
first baby, the baby had a little erib of we own. ivhen more 
and more children came the room was notrenoagh to hold them all. 
The woman sewed clothes on a Singer /aachine for many years. 
ven 4 os She had a saa¥l baby to take care, eralwosbed just the 
sane. She put the baby on her back in a, what shall we called ity 


& sort of carrier. it isa big piece of heavy cloth with four 


aflached to 
long bands BGUEEGE the four corners. 7 


‘the baby wasput on the eee of the woman and the cloth was 
place over him. ‘he two long Pomese sens botton of the elotht 
wese allowed to drop down the sidesyA the two bands at the top 
of the cloth were allowed to drop over the shoulders to the front 
of the chest. Then all four of-¢he—vands were tied together in 


/ 
the front near the stomach. The woman worked many times in this 
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manner. And sometimes when she was through with her work her 
back would ache and hurt her. There were ‘Eeny Chinese women 
who worked condition. Today the < rarely see the young 
women using solpcakl to fashioned carrier on the baby. 
Are Wj 

The womanAspeaks English quite well. She, tee; learned it “4 
by ear. She knows the Chinese language fairly well, but not well 
enough to write letters. It bs surprising how many people do 
not know how to write Chinese letters. “ven those who ha® been 
to school and know quite a lot do not know how to write them well. 

me 
The woman/éei@, "Taking care of a family is not sn easy 


task, ‘here are so many expenses. We have a hard time getting 
it fy 


along as wo-ax0. Vhen someone gets married or someone has a baby 
Cy Course, 3 Since sach 
day ave, to bay presents and gifts. And_those-two-things happened 
very often, se—that we are always buying this and that. When any- 
one of the children gets sick we have to worry about the doctor's 
WOAH OK 
bill. When their shoes become broken we have to worry about 
buying new shoes. Worry, worry all the time. 
"In China when I was a little girl, we did not seem to have 


ia 


SO much worry. ‘We had a jarge family. We got along all right. 


If we did not have any new clothes it did not matter. If we got 
Sick, we just drank a cup of herbs recommended to us by the pulse- 
qcadiy doctor. we ate rice, greens, and salted fish. Nobody 
complained about the food. 


"But children today are different. They would not eat 

OTR A Wise TA a8 
the same food day after day. They want variety. Or-else—they 
wy | , 
would not eat. They want new things to wear. | Dhey want toys wi/K u&jick 

& ore 
to play. They are always wanting something. I/always seid C14 mea 
ite ony) 
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that vee femily whe make enough ; expenses is very fortunate, 
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"I spend a lot of money, but not foolishly.{ 1 am not like 
other women who hoard@@ their money. If I think that things are 
(\ 
really necessary, I will buy them. 1 will not hes\itate. I 


think it is foolish to spend money unwisely, but I think it is 
(even 


A more foolish to hoard it. Not that we should not save money. 
ndecdk : 
Awe should save, but not hoard." 


"You, changea quite a lot since you came over?" 7 asKed hen , 
"I have. When I first eae hair I felt Giranret Bat 

nobody lsughed at me so I thought if was all right. I was one 

of the first Chinese woman to have her hair bobbed. I think 


it was in 1925 thetI-bobbed my hatr. Immediately all of my 
neds who ‘S28 not too old, bobbed theiy hekr also. It saved 


— 


MF AST \ihen my hair 


me a lot of trouble 
was arranged in the Chinese style I had a lot of trouble taking 


me Aaj : 
care of it. Sometimes we—have/to have another person fixed the it 
ys | thene was I ek, 
hair for ts. ‘iihen a party we spent hours fixing eur—hair 


— 


a” Wee ef 
2p. Now with bobbed hair, all we have to do is to give the hair 


Lam 's a great help naw that PM 
an easy brushing and we.are through. It Ay het UL OSE 


I have so many children. 4-dée-net-have-to-spend so much time 


Ww 


e a e 
"How does America suit you3" 
in 
"America is a fine place to live. viverything is so up to 
N Ca 
date. In China I had trouble with my eyes. Shkhert-sightness. 
tilp 
De wre, neste isp nh in America that I wear glasses. Amd I think 
however , 
they are a nuisance. I Zot so used to them that if I stopped 
wearing them for a day I could not get along. America is a 


fine place to raise children. They have so many advantages 


over here. The children have a greater scope in the field of 
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education. Take myself for instance. iihen I was a little girl 

I did not have half the advantages as the boys and girls of today 
have. I had to pay for my education. Over here there are public 
schools. here one have the opportanity)learn art, “nglish, 
music, arithmetic and scores of other subjects. In high school 


Oieocia learn the-higher-types-of Science and mathematics. Did 


Arn 
we have spch a opportunity? \No. My girlhood days are not the 
GE Charnes when ; 
kind of days that the girl of ‘today would like. /l-was-a little 
of 
girl. _Be@t was treated like & womane I did the work of the house 


eren" 
/when very insd4.. £ could cook a meal when I was seven. I aia /, 
gaf pol muck + 
not have much time for pleasure. I had a littié education, —Not— 


very—nueh—though." 
(fate 
This woman married when she was twenty-six. ‘That was a 
im React 
very old age for a girl/to get married. her husband then came 


over alone.) He worked in America for eight years and then he 


rod, 


toe en Usene— 4 € 
ent back to bring hts-wife over Pheoutes was thiry-four 
when she came to Ameica. Today btving-—here—so-—long she is 
approaching tho lant contary-mares {inte her husband was over 


here ~ghe lived with her mother in the village. >) 


There are many Chinese families dead that are like that. 
Cwrarns ¢A CA pa 

The husband is over here while the wi ten fn becke wera: 
A fren herr Vek e— 

when she came over thewoman little by 1attle/began to 


change over. She discarded her native dress and adopted the 


more modern American clothing. In fact she change herself com- 


pletely over. Sen ote nee There are BS dasha wonan 


Weng he was — 
today who are just the ‘sane as/when they first nea Some 


of them are still enene those odd looking head-bands. 


Apde . 
“Chose woman would nats ‘be out of pjace wearing American 


AE DT Te ee Ves ee ee oe en oe 
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aN | 
ee Slothing. They are the one hundred percent Chinese as far as 


their habits and clothing sre concerned. 

nb Lived to Keep — 

This woman became westernized. She spt pace with 
the ever changing world. ie can be sure that her children will 

is al an acidll 

not be brought up to believe/ superstition and odd things. 

America is America and China is China. Because she lived 
over here she thinks it is fitting that the children be brought 
up in the occidental manner. And they are. 

A full life to this woman is a life of children and of work. 
A life of struggling, a life of hope. How many young people 
today would call that sort of a life a complete one< Few would. 
SA e Aces, : ‘ 
would not-thinkso. 
If this woman were to live her life all over again she 

eat (f an , 


probably would ehoose the same kind of life. She would (live 
a “full life all over again. 
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A Full Life 


On the sidewalks of Chinatown there are many old men. 
Their faces are tanned by the countless days which they spend 
outsiue in the sun. They sit on doorsteps, on chairs, and on 
the sidewalks. Sometimes one sees an old, old man whose face 
is covered with deep wrinkles that stand out like the canals 
on the pranes Mars. Some smoke long, old-fashioned pipes, 
very quaint to pehold. Most of them do not wear shoes. They 


wear a peculiar kind of Chinese slippers. Black. The careful 


observer will notice that these men wear heavy woolen stockings. 


They are bent, just overflowing with old age. 

They walk slowly along the streets. Their talk is not 
any louder than amere whisper. Some who are stronger talk 
with loud and strong voices. All speak different dialects. 
But they understand each other. 

As I watch them I wonder who they are, what they do and 
why they are here. Perhaps it will be something woich I will 
not be able to explain fully. Yet I wonder what their life 


was like. What did they do when they were young? Was there 


any difference between life yesterday and life today? 


With this question in my mind I determined to find out 
the answers. I addressed them. But it was a failure. They 
are too suspicious. They do not want to talk. 

Perhaps I encase not blame them for not wanting to talk. 
If someone stopped me on the streets and asked me to tell about 
the story of my life, I, too, would get suspicious. So I 
decided that the only way in which I could get any answers 


j Foy i 
rasan ae 


was to go to the different families and investigate. I did 
so and this is the story I will write. It concers a woman 
who hac led a full life. 

A full life means a good life. And a good life to a 
Gninesewomaaimeans a Aife fall: or children, Eight, nine, or 
more happily, ten. Woman who had small families would say to 
the woman wno had a large family, "My dear woman, but you must 
indeed, have lived a good and a happy life". And she would 
answer, "Life is strenuous, what with so many children to take 
care of, You are, indeed, fortunate to have a small family." 

But in her heart the woman did not mean what she said. She 
was happy to have other women praise her. 

The young women of today are a little different. Their 
families are smaller and perhaps it is for the best that they 
aré,. They know that it is not an easy thing to take care of a 
huge family. 

But this woman is a woman of old China. When she became a 
wife she was aware that she would become the mother of a large 
family. She was fully prepared to face a life of struggle, of 
work, For did not her mother face the same condition when she 
became a wife? And her grandmother? 

The woman is forty-nine. She has six children, And 
the youngest one is only two years old. One child died when 
he was a little baby. It is a strange fact that in almost 
every family that I interviewed I found out that there was 
always one child who died when he was little. This family 


was no exception. 
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All of the children were born in America. Her husband 
was born in America. The woman, however, had married him in 
China. | 
The woman came from Ho Chung, a small village in the 
province of Canton. Her girlhood days were spent there. She | 
had a little schooling. Her mother had a large family of twelve 
“children, The woman is the sixth child. When a little girl, 
her eather bound her feet intil they were not more than five 
or six inches long. It was very painful, but she stood it 
all because it was the custom in those days to bind the feet 
of every girl. 
| Her feet became so small that if they were to be put into 
Cinderella's slippers, tney would be completely lost. She 
arrived in this country wearing a pair of hand-made flower 
- embroidered Slippers. She wore black silk trousers and she 
had a headband across her head. It was five or six inches 
wide and about a foot 10nge it was put around the head and 
tied at the back. The purpose, I think, was to serve as a 
kind of hat. Her hair was arranged smoothly, combed back and 
tied at the back. When she arrived people stared at her and 
wondered what it was that had come ashore, 
But today, after fifteen years in America, she looks 
much younger and prettier than fifteen years ago. She showed 
me some pictures of herself at the time she arrived in this 
country. They were screamingly funny. I would never have 


known it was the same person if she had not told me so herself. 
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Poday her hair is bobbed. It is arranged in a soft effect 
with waves that makes her look much younger. She does not wear 
the headband anymore. Nor does she wear hand=made shoes or 
_ Chinese robes and silk trousers. She wears sweaters and skirts. 
Really she does not look as if she were forty-nine at all. With 
_ the single exception of her feet she would be regarded as being 
quite beautiful. 

Since she gave up wearing those hand-made shoes she has 
had a hard time buying shoes that fit her feet. When she first 
started to wear shoes she had a miserable time. She just could 
not walk in them at all, The shoes were so big that whenever 
she walked, the shoes just dropped off. ‘Then amother wore 
who had had the same trouble with her feet recommended a certain 
store that sold shoes made to order. This shoestore sold shoes 
of all kinds and makes and it had a special department in which 
they took care of oriental women who have trouble with their 
shoes. The average price for one of these pairs of shoes was 
over twenty dollars. Yet the woman paid it willingly. These 
shoes are of such superior quality that they last year after 
yeare 

When this woman bought her first pair of shoes they still 
did not fit her perfectly. The store made them as small as 
possible, but they were still too large. So the woman solved 
the problem by putting cotton on the toe-end of the sho3 and 
-after that she had no more trouble. | | 


4 4 , oF Le 4 nF ek 
: . § . re ty . 
“ Ceinri Pr ‘oe Pe - wine, r 
is Ca St a phat 
u “A AE Oot Som see a ige-we 
‘ “i 4: CRs 4h, oc ed = ies eC 
, ty «dy ed nih ns : 
\ Py : aia Mat antes 
ace we alah Se Ub 3 ADL 
4 fen: bye See Tas t 
. F y a. } ia a +, ie. 
nh dae S pkg se saa AD sigs LL ath Se Et y 
EN toe ES ET OE ae” Be 
‘ ~ be 4 ke 
. 
i 
/ 
Ne de , 
4 » 
by 
r <3 
: ety 
Ri 
. 
‘ ( af 1 
. ‘ 
~ ‘ 
% 
is yok, 
r 
Q i p Vee 
j ate Lek 
ve i 
Bat ay 
' 
ff ! 
Hooch 3 
} 
; 
1 
» > ? 
; . 
‘ 
<i 
4 Ps 
THe a 7 BB} dy 1 j esha 4 
4 F Fi J tet t r > 3 a) ‘s yh :- 
Ate Pay r ; Vp ebm, Ft - & ‘ atl | 
ee ih oh trek Ay, ew a (eet oe ie : dak ° i alba Sep deg 
5 : ’ . oe ‘ ‘ inti rs 
u © f i 
‘ 4 


| eos Now this athe not of the so~called delicate type. 
> Kats she is not the coarse tyne wither, She is just an aver-=- 
age woman. é | 
Ritee she had her first baby, although it was born here, 

her people in China celebrated the occasion with great joy, 
far greater than the people are accustomed to do over here. 

There were many reasons for their joys First; the 
baby was a boy andl, to the Chinese people, this is important. 
Secondly, the man's father in China had become a grandfather 
once more, Thirdly, the woman sent money back to her folks 
in China for the celebration. 

Nothing would please an oriental person more than to 
have a baby boy, or two, or three. 

Life for this woman, when she was a girl, had not been 
very exciting. She helped with the housework. She went to 
school. Then she married and came over here. She lived in 
Gan Francisco after her errival. As was the custom wi th many 
families in those days, she lived with another family. She 
paid oneehalf of the rent, gas, electricity, water and gar- 
bage. The families were crowded together. Usually there 
was but one bedroom, a gual? ‘xttcnen, and a little room to 
pat od@cthings in. When the woman had her first baby, the 
baby had a little crib of its own. When more and more child- 
ren came the room was not big enough to hold them all. 
The woman sewed clothes on a Singer sewingmachine for 


many years. Even after she had a baby to take care of, she 


oe 


= 


ss 
aod 


“worked just 


v the same. She put the baby on her back in a-— 
_ what shall we call it-~a sort of carries. It isa big piéce 
Por heavy Cloth with four long bands attached to the four cor- 
ners. The baby was put on the back of the woman and the cloth 
was placed over him. The two long bands at the bottom of the 
cloth were allowed Sn drop down the sides and the two bands 
-at the top. of the cloth were allowed to drop over the shoulders 
to the front of the chest. ‘Then all four were tied together 
in the front over the woman's stomach. She worked many times 
in this manner, And sometimes when she was through with her 
work her back would ache and hurt her, There were many Chin- 
ese women wie workea under these conditions. Today, however, 
we rarely see the young women using that old-fashioned carrier 
on the baby. | 
The woman now speaks English quite well. She has learned 
it all by ear. ‘She knows the Chinese language fairly well, 
‘but not well enough to write letters. It is surprising how 
many people do not know how to write Chinese letters. Even 
: those who have been to school and know quite a lot do not 
know how to write them well. i : : 
The woman told me, "Taking care of a family is not an 

easy task. There are so many expenses. We have a hard time 
- getting along as it is. When someone gets married or someone 
has a baby we, of course, have to buy presents and gifts. 
Since such things happened very often, we are always buying 
this and that. When anyone of the children gets sick we have 
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This densely populated area, with its brightly lighted 
shops, its meny restaurants and gambling places is a little 


Chinatown has risen rapid and I have grown up with it. 


Today Chinatown he ination when at night the glisten- 


In these few short years @ new prosperity, an uplift in business 
have come, and aS a result, Chinatown is no longer a place 

of darkness and mystery, but a business center of great interest. 
Although the business Gotti as is composed of three densely 
populated city blocks, within this -small section l have seen 

a great variety of people come and go, people of all types and 
ages. Daily I see old men sitting sideuelxs, on doorsteps, 


on chairs, their faces tanned by countless hours in the sun, 


leisurelytaking their time in talk and gossip. On their faces 


4 read the long years of hardship and struggle, 1 see the story 


of accomplishments and defeats, and 1 gaze into their dreams 


of returning to the homeland for the final rest. On their 


wrinkled faces, 1 can see tragedy and laughter, aadness and 


ys ost of these men do not wear shoes. ‘they wear the typical 


hand Wei; 
| J a 


Chinese slippers of a dark black color. Heavy woolen stock- 
ings cover their feet. The men sre 01d, some are bent, some 
talk in almost inaudible sounds. ‘They walk slowly on the 
street, feeling their way carefully with a wooden cane they 
hold in their hands. Their talk is not louder than just a 
mere whisper. All dialects are spoken, but the men understand 
each other. 

Sometimes when 4 watch them, 1 wonder who they sre, what 
they do, and why they are here? 1 wonder what kind of life 
they live, what did they do when they were young. Is there 
any difference between life today and yesterday? Do they have 
2 hard time getting along? These questions will remain un- 
Sida g 0846. these men are very hard to approach. 

i have seen so many of these men, and they always remind 
me of far away China, why i do not know. Perhaps it is because 
so many of them wear the 01d Chinese costume consisting of 
black cloak and trousers, and a pair of black slippers. Some 
of these men sit in the sun sll day long, smoking old-fashioned 
pipes that are very quaint to behold. And while they smoke 
on, their eyes seem so far away, ## drdaming of distant places. 
They inhale the smoke, then exhale it, unconscious of every- 
thing ground them. And when at last they have drawn the last 
breath of smoke from the vena pipes, they give forth a yawn 
as if they have just woke up from a dream. ‘Then they refill 
their pipe, and settle back i" peueetii dreaming again. 

These old men are a familiar sight to me. All these 


years that 1 have passed back and forth, I see them, and many 
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of them I know by sight, but not by name. How strange it is 
to ae to see these men still here, just as + saw them so 

many years ago, with no difference in clothes or appearances. 
Have they not changed along, as Chinatown has done? To all 
outward apperances, they are just the same, a i have no. 
doubt that their perspective of life, their point of view is 
the same as ever. For have i not seen them with a disgust 

in their faces when they see the spending of money by young 
people? 41 have heard them criticize the manners of the young 
generation, and + have endured long dull talks on filial 
behavior and countless speeches on old obsolete worship. some 
of them realize the the modern world is rapidly changing, 

and people and customs change with it. Uthers hold on to 

the ancient customs they learned when they were small, and 
they could not andersteand the rapid change in the modern youth. 

Bat is it only the youth that is changing? 

Many men and women ef ancient China have changed too, 
acquiring new modes of living, discarding completely their 
old Chinese clothes, adopting everything of the western world. 
They know that this is not China, and that it is useless to 
foree their children toward ancient worship, yet they know 
too, thet because they are Chinese, they must not allow their 
children to become completely westernized, iosing all back- 
ground of the native land of their ancestors. 

Although the flowers and leaves blossom forth in this 
land, the roots remmin firmly entrenched in the old country. 

In the majority of cases, the Chinese of today belong 


to this group. 
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the story of this woman, Hke—the=town=itsetf, has a similiar- 
ity to the growth of the town, inasmuch as it is the story of 
a woman of ancient China who changed over and adopted western 
customs, discarding most of her obsolete ways and customs. Like 
@ personified Chinatown, she radiates the new trend which has 
Slowly but steadily gone onwards in the Chinese wives in this 
land. | 

Looking at her today, no one would ever think that once 
She was a typical woman who came from the small villages of 
Chins, a@ woman who speek no English when she first came to 
America, who knew nothing of western ways. But today, after 
almost twenty years in this conntry, she looks much younger 
than she was fifteen years ago. Her glistening black hair 
is bobbed in soft effects around her face. Her clothes consists 
of a blouse, sweater, and a woolen skirt. The only odd thing 
about her is her small feet which were bound by her parents 
when she was a little girl. 

Her girlhood days were spent in the village where she 
was born, and it was there that she had a little schooking. 
She was the sixth child in a family of twelve children, and 
her parents were hard working farmers who managed to eke out 
a living from the land. Even though she was a daughter of a 
farmer, she had to have her feet bound when she became of age. 
She remembered all the pain and time that were necessary before 
her feet were small enough to be called "lily feet." Her feet 


were 
##¢ about six inches long, and three inches wide then. 
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Telling of her life, she said, "When I see the expenses 
piling up each month with so many children to care for, I 
always think back of my girlhood days in China. I1 was a mem- 
ber of a large family, but my parents managed to get aliving 
out of the soil. If I did not have any clothes, I had to 
get along the best I can. If I got sick, 4 just drank a cup 
of herbs recommended to me by a pulse reading doctor. For 
food, I ate the most simple meals consisting of rice, salted 
fish, and occasionally duck and chicken. None of us ever 
complained about the food. 

"But the children of today are different. They will not 
eat the same kind of food day after day. They want variety, 
or else they would not eat anything. They always are in need 
of new clothes, of new toys, always desiring something. I 
have always said that the family who makes enough for expenses 
is very fortunate indeed in this time of need. because i 
have six ##f#"¢ children, it is necessary to spend a great 
amouht of money each month, but + do not spend the money 
foolishly. I do not believe in hoarding money. Whenever 1 
find it necessary to purchase anything, 1 will bay it. I 
always had a great admiration for my mother who was able to 
raise all us children just on the food from the farm. She 
raised all of us up simply and only with what she got from the 
farm. 

"Because I find it so hard to meet the expenses each 
month, 1 wonder how it is that my mofher was able to care for 
us when we were children. I only wish 4 can bring up my 


children as easily and happily as my mother did when 4 was a 
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child. 

"America was to me a place of great wealth and fortune 
when 4 first heard of it. The Chinese called it the Golden 
Hills, where money is evérywhere for those who desire it. And 
when 4 first came here, I expected to find great wealth. I 
was disappointed in the fact that 1 found just another elty, 
like any other city, but the money did not flow in Ukebirees 
as 1 had been told." 

Here she stopped, and she went to the drawer and took 
out some old pictures of herself. The woman in the picture 
was old enough to be this woman's mother, yet it was the 
picture of this woman herself when she first arrived in the 
country. It was quite faded, but every detail in the picture 
was clearly defined. It was the picture of a fat woman robed 
in ancient Chinese dress, whsse hair were tied with a wide 
black band around the head. The only things that 4 conld 
recognize were the features on the fae which are now more 
youthful, more firm than those on the picture. 

But today after fifteen years in America she looxs much 

younger and prettier than she did fifteen years ago. Although 
she is forty-nine years old, she does not look it, for her 

face is soft and pink, and the texture is smooth and fi fira. 
The only thing that spoils her beauty is her small feet. it 
throws her whole person out of proportion. 

Since she gave up wearing those small hand-made shoes 
She had a difficult tige buying footwear that would fit her. 
When she first discarded the Chinese slippers for western shoes, 


she had a miserable time, for no matter what size shoes she 
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bought, none seemed to fit her delicate feet. After years of 
discomfort, she finally discovered a store os: specialized 

in making odd size shoes for oriental women. From then on, 
this woman's foot trouble came to an end. The shoes cost 
from fifteen to twenty dollars a psir, but because they gave 
Such comfort and because they lasted for a indefinite period 
of time, all Chinese women who could afford it, buy shoes 
from this store. 

The early life of this woman was just an ordinary existence 
typical of the farm people in the small villages. She helped 
with the housework, and she had a little schooling. 

She was married when she was twenty-six years of age. 

Her husband came over to America alone, and for eieae years 

he worked, and regularly he sent his money back to the wife. 
At the end of eight years, he saved enough money, and he sent 
@ letter back to the wife, and she cane over. While the hus-~ 
band was here in America, the wife lived her mother, patiently 
waiting for the day when she could Sones 

When she first came here she brought with her all ancient 
customs and worships she learned as a little girl. ‘hese she 
followed and adhered to strictly, not once disregarding all 
she had learned no matter how small it was. 

For many years she wore her Chinese clothes and her 
head band which she tied around her head. She followed the 
holidays regularly. She did everything as if she was back in 
China. Then when the childrefA grew up, the woman found that 
she could not dress the way she had been used to and a 


make her children ashamed of her. Then while Chinatown, she 
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herself changed too. She discarded her native dress and 
adopted the more modern and comfortable American clothes. She 
became westernized, for she had kept pace with the ever chang- 
ing times. | 

Today she lives in a comfortable, but very modest home. 
eereues radios in the house, and she owas an automobile 
which her son drives arery ike: The house is furnished with 
good comfortable furniture. 

"When 4+ realize how long it takes me to get some of 
the comforts of life, 1 come to know of the long hours of 
struggle and work I did when 1 first came here. 1 hava sewed 
clothes with a child on my beck antil I was exhausted completely. 
I have known periods of bitterness where I did not know where 
ean is coming from, or how 4 was to go on living. If 
it wasn't for the generous help of some of my friends during 
“ early days, I would never have survived through those time 
of needs. 

"+ remember the time when I lived in a crowded apartment 
house in San Francisco with another family, a place so small 
and densely populated that there was no ventilation or fresh 
alr available. It was cheap, and there was another family 
who lived with me and my husband. I paid one half the rent, 
haf the gas, electric, water, and gerbege bills. We lived 
in one small room, cooked our meals in a tiny kitchen. All 
the rest of our possessions are put into a small room where 


they laid untouched antil we moved to another place with more 


accomodations. 
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would call that sort of a life a complete one? Few would. But 


the majority would not think so, 
if this woman were to live her life all over again she prob- 
ably would choose the same kind of life, 


She would live a *full 
life® all over again. 


A Full Life 


On ‘the sidewalks of Chinatown there are many old men. ‘Their 
faces are tanned by the countless days which they spent outside 


in the sun. ‘They sit on doorsteps, on chairs, and on the side- 


Walks. Sometimes one will see an old old man whose face is 
covered with deep wrinkles that stand out like the canals in tke 
planet Mars. Some smoke, long, Old-fashinoned pipes that were 
very quaint to behold.!] Most of them’do not wear shoes. They 
wear a peculiar kind of Chinese slippers, Black, ‘The eareful 


observant will notice that tkese men wear heavy woolen stockings. 


They are bent, just overflowing with old Ae. 


They walk slowly on the streets, Their talk is not louder than 
just a mere whisper. Some who are stronger talk with loud and 
strong voices. All speak different dialiects. But they under- 


stand each other, 


As we watch them we wonder who they are, what they do and why 

they are here. Perhaps it will be someting whick we will not be 
able to explain fully. We wonder wat their life was like. . Waat 
did they do when they were young. Was there any difference between 
life today and yesterday? With this question in our mind we 
determined to find out the answers, But it was a failure, They 
are SO suspicious. They do not want to talk, 


Perhaps we should not blame them for not wanting to talk. If 
someone stopped us on the streets and asked us to tell about the 
story of our life, we too would getisuspicious. So we decided 
that the only way in which we can get stories is to go to the 
different families and investigate. And so for this story we 
will write about a woman who had a "full life," 


AYfull life means 'a good life.’ And a good life to a Chinese 

woman means a life full of children. Eight, nine, or more 

happily ten. Women who had small families would say to the woman 
who had a large family, "Goodwife, but you must have lived a good 
and happy life." And the goodwife would answer, “Life is strenums 
What with so many children to take care of. You are indeed for- 
tunate to have a-small family." But in her heart the toman did 
not mean what she said, She is happy to have other women praise 
her. 


The young women of today are a little different. Their families 
are smaller and perkaps it is for the best that they are. They 
know that it is not an easy thing to takeocare of a huge family. 


But this woman is a woman of old China, When she became a wife she 
was aware that she would become the mother of a large. family. 
She was fully prepared to facez@ life of struggle, of work. For 


did not ker mobher face the same condition when she became a wife? 
And her grandmother? | 


a 


A Full Life. 


Tae woman is forty-nine. She has six children. And the youngest 
one is only two years old. Remarkable, these Chinese women. And 
what they can do. One of them died when he was a little baby. 
Another strange thing is that almost every family that we inter- 
viewed, we found out that there was always a person who died when 
he was little. This family was no exception. 

As expected, all of tke children are born in America, The woman 
married in China. And her husband is born in America. 


it is getting to be so much similarity in the different stories 
that if we'close our eyes we could type a story of our imagination 
and when we finished, it would probably not be so far wrong from 
being an actual story. 


The woman lived in Ho Chung village. lt is a small village in 
Canton. Her girlhood days were spent there, She had a little 
schooling. Her motker had a large family of twelve children. . The 
woman is the sixth child. When a little girl her. mother binded 
her -feet until they were not more than five or six inches. It 


“was very painful for her, but she stood it all because it was 


the custom in those days to bind the feet of every girl. 


Her feet became so small that if they were to be put into Cinder- 
ella's slippers, they would be completely lost. She arrived in 
this country wearing a pair of hand-made flowere-sewed slippers. 
Ske was wearing black-silken pants and ske had a head band across 
her head. We do not know tme English word for it. But the band 
was five or six inches wide and about a foot long. It was put 
around the head and tied at the back, ‘The purpose, we presume, 
was'toO serve as a hat. And’her hair was arranged smoothly and 
combed back and was tied at the back. When ske arrived people 
stared at ker and wondered what it was that had come ashore, 


But today after fifteen years in America ske looked much younger 
and prettier than fifteen years ago. Ske showed me sone pictures 
of herself at the time she arrived in this country. And they are 
actually screaming. Personally I would never have known it was the 
same person if ske had not told me. so herself. 


Today ker hair is bobbed. It is arranged in a soft effect with 
waves that made her look muck younger. She does not wear the head 
ban anymore. Noe does she wear hand-made shoes. Nor does she 
wear Chinese roves and silk pants. She wears sweaters and skirts, 
Really she does not. look like she is forty-nine at all. Ske looks 


‘much younger, With the single exception of her fest she could 


be classified as being quite beautiful. 


Since shé gave up wearing thsoe hand-made shoes she’had hard. time 


_byying shoes that would fit_her feet. When she first started to 


wear shoes she had a miser @ time. She just could not walk 
with shoes on. The shoes were so big that whenever she walked, 
the shoes just dropped out. Another woman who had the same trouble 
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in n store’ that sold Gacatthade te 
) sold shden of all kinds and makes. They - 
epartment in which they take care of oriental women 
trouble caren ean shoes, The average price for one of 
shoes was over twenty dollars. And the woman paid for it 
ee These ‘shoes are of such superior quality that the’last year 
£ er bist a i 
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ian: this women ‘first Sought ie pair of shoes from this tore 

t still did not fit her perfectly. The store made it as small 
as possible, but it was still too large, ‘So the woman solved 
the problem by putting cotton on the toe end of the shoe and she 
ia not have any more trouble. 
a We will not. discuss anymore on skoes or the reader will think 

by we are writing an essay on footwear instead of writing on an 

ec interview. 


- 


" 


‘ghis woman is not the so called delicate type. Ske, goodness, 
2 al not the course type. She is just an average woman. And ‘like 
all women, there might be a few exceptions, she wanted to get 
Bea |i rried and raise a shire ti And what a’family}] As tke results 
my, will show. . | 


amen, mee woman had her first baby, peop in China celebrated 
the occasion ' with more enthusiasm than the people over here. 


eve: were many reasons to explain it. . First: ‘the baby was a boy. 
And the male sex to the Chinese heat fe is considered important. ! | 
(fm I Diushing,) Second: the man's father in China was becoming | We 
grandfather all over again.: Third: the woman sent money back 
ee. the folks back in China for the Ge err et harks 


“Nothing ‘would ples ase an oriental person more than to have a 
baby bOYs or two, or three, 


Life for the woman when she was a girl was not exciting. She 

elped with the housework. And she went to schoo, She married p 
ye nd came over here. /Skhe lived in San Francisco when ske cam 
_ over. As was the custom with wanyffenmilies in those days, ‘she 

ved witk another family. She paid one half of the rent, gas, 

etric, water, and garbage. ‘The families were crowded bocether, . 
sually there was but one bedroom. One small kitchen. And a ' 
ittle room to put odd things. When the woman had her first 

yy, the baby had a little crib of her own, When more and more 

dren . came the room was not big enougk to hold them all. 


man Heusa eye on a. singer machine for many years, Even 
e hada small baby to take care of, she worked just the 

. the baby on her back in a, ‘what shall we call it, ii ae 

aoc ciptas It is a big” piece of heavy cloth with four jong aod 

oe ous corners. — WAY 


baci ee the woman and the enovh: was pikeee 
- ban sat the ee ape loth were 


, wr LA a hy %, : 
‘ ani ere a lon iM se, 
ora 


the two bands aN the ia of the 
i Ss at the front of 
tied together in the 
“The woman marked many times in this 

. el Weetinon erie she was through with her work ker 
"pack woHid ache and hurt her. There were many Chinese women who 
worked in that condition, Today we rarely see the young women 

- using that Old-fashioned carrier on the baby, 


The woman speaks Englisk quite le ‘Ske, too, learned it by 
ear. She knows the Chinese language failry weil, but not well 

- enough to write letters, It is surprising how many people do 
not know how to write Chinese letters, Even those who have been 


“tO hpeichiea and akg | quite a lot do not know how to i toh them well. 


“The woman aaid, "Taking care of a family is not an easy task, 
There are so many expenses. We have a hard time getting alons 
as we are. When someone gets married or someone kas a baby we 
have to buy presents and gifts. And those two: things happened 
very often so that we are always buying this. and that. When ; 
anyone of te children gets sick we have to worry about the doctor's. 
bill. When their shoes “become broken we have to worry about buying 
new shoes. Worry, worry a one time, 


hare China yhes, I was a little big we did not seem to have so 


much worry. We had a large family.) We got along all right. 

es we did not have any new clothes it did not matter. If we . f 

He got sick, we just drank a cup of kerbs recommended to us by the aa 
-pulse-feeling doctor, We ate rice, greens, and salted fish. J 

as: ERenoay compdained about the food, , 


nee children t oday are different. They would not eat the seam 

_ food day after day. They want variety. Ur else they would not 
eat. They want new things to wear. They want toys to play. 
They are always wanting someting. I always said that the family 
ihes make enough fom expenses is very fortunate, 


ny spend a lot of money, but not foolishly. I am like other women 
who hoarded thei money. If I think that thitgs are necessary, 
twit l1 buy the I will not hesitate. I think it is foolish 


a a money unwisely, but I think it is more foolish to hoard 
Not peat we should not save money. We should save, but not 


pet When, I first boby my hair I felt strange. But nobody 
hed at me so I thought it was all Pigkht. I was one of the 
Chinese women to. have her hair bobbed. I think it was in 
that I bobbed my hair. Immediately all of my friend who are 
o old, bobbed their haipeéilso. It saved me a lot of trouble 
> ed ir, When my hair was arranged in the Chinese 
ated trouble hme care (of it. ‘Sometimes we have 


i . a ane Ae : 
Drace Tiged the hair for us. Wren we uae a 


spent hours Tixing our’ hair up. Now with bobbed hair, 
we have to. do is to give the hair an. easy brushing and we 
through. It helps me a lot because I have so many children. 
) not nate to spend so. much time fixing my Mair as. i: to 


Pe LU es 


© 
ail 


"How does America suit you?" 
, “ 

"America is a fine place to live. Everything is so up to_date. 
In Ghina I had trouble witk my eyes. Short-sightedness, It 
wasn't until I landed in America that I wear glasses, And I think 
_ they are a nuisance, I got so used to them that if I th ae 

_. wearing them for a day I could not get along. America is a fine 4 
_ place to raise children, They have so many advantages over here. 
The children have a greaterscope in the field of education. Take 
myself for instance. When I was a little girl I did not have half 
the advantages as the boys and girls of today have. I kad to 

pay for my education. Over heré th oh are public schools. There 
one kas the opportunity to learn art, English, music arithmetic, 

and scores of other subjects. In high school one could learn 

‘the higher types of science and mathem waties. Did we have such | ie 
an opportunity? No. My girlkmood days are not tke kind of days bit 
that the girl of today would like. I was a little gira. But was 
treated like a woman. I did tke work of tke house when very little. 

I could cook a meal wken I was seven. I did not have much time 

Tor pleasure. I had-a little education. Not very much though," an 


ees 
_ 


| This woman married when she was twenty-six. That was very old y. 
.age for a girl to get married. Her husband then came over alones Rd 
He worked in America for eight years and then he went back to a). 


ae bring his wife over, Tee wife was thirty-four when she came to | ke 
America, Today living here so long s she’ is approaching the half t 
century mark, While her husband was over Bere she lived with her 


mother in ae be " > 


4, \ } 
There are many Chinese families today that are like that. The 
mmeore Waite the wife is back there. + 
Js 
Mi the woman little by dittle began to fang 
a ded her native dress and adopted the more poe 
_ American cloth In fact she changed kerself completely over. 
the. that is somet ng. There are many women today who are just 
the same as Toe hme first came over. Some of them are still 
se Odd looking kead bands. Those women would simply 
éaring American clothing. They are the one 
Chinese as far as their habits and clothing are 


over. She ais 


eGame westernized. She kad kept pace with the ever 
ing world. We can be sure that ker children will not be 
Bt up oer? in superstition and odd things, 


) 7 a ta "ea SOE fe naays ae! 

fea is ialewl an ue China eu hieek 2 decane | 
yee she thinks it is fitting that the ‘nae de be 
1 the occidental manner. And they ares 


far ate of ete alba Sk phen Atte of cal ben ana meme |), ae 


o ‘ilife of struggling, a life of hope, How many young people 


But the majority would not think so, roe @ 


today, would call that sort of a life a complete one? Few woul 


i) ane ed 
If this woman were es live her life all over eias she probab] 
would choose the same kind of dite. a il would Rane ha ee ae 
; all lag aor i 
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